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T  0

D A V I D  G A R R I C K ,  Efq.

Bear S IR,
J  H A  V E  two motives for infcribing this 

piece to yon, gratitude and vanity; gratis 

titiide, becaufe ifs  fuccefs has been greatly 

owing to your judictous advice s and vanity, 

becaufe 1 mjh to acquaint the wor/d that fueb 

a char alteras Mr.  Garríck* has been warmly 

hefriend o f hisJincerely ajfeffionate,

And very much obliged*
Míddle Temple,

jan, 29, 1768. Uumbk Servante

H ugh K e l l y ,



’íS á í

■ <;■$
-
- S íp



P R O L O G U E ,
Written by David Garrick, Efq.* 

Spoken by Mr. K. I N G.
J  M  <vex,d<~-r quite *vesdd — *  andyotdll be (vex’d-~thads wor/e  * 

f o  deal nvitb f l u b b o r n  f c r í b b l e r s  !  therds the cur/e /
Wriie  m o r a l  plays —  the blotkhead !  *—  wby, goodpeofie, 

YouHl fibon expedí this houfie to <ivear a Jleeple !
For Qur fine píete, to let you into fadls,
Is quite a S e r m ó n *  —  mtly prenddd in  A é t s .
Todll jcaree bel leve me, *tilí the proofi appears,
Muí ¿ven I ,  Yom Fool, mufi Jhed fióme tears ;
Do, Ladies, ¡ook upon me —  noy, noJimp'>ring ~ —
Yhink you tbis face uvas ever madefor whimfi*ringP 
Can I, a tambrick handkerchief difiblay, — «
Ybump my unfeeling breafi, and roar anvay P 
Why  t h i s  is c o m i c a i ,  perhaps heHlfiay — -  
Rejolving this frange auk’w ard bard to pump,
I  afidd bim wbat he meant ? —  He fomenvhat plump,
Nehv pitrs’d hit beíly, and bis lips thus biting ,
I  m u í f c  k e e p  u p  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  !
Yon may, but, tfi you do, Sirf 1  mufi iell ye,
Y ou ll not keep up that dignity ofi beíly ;
Still he preaddd on, —  < £  B a r d s  o f  a  f o r n i e r  a g e  
H e l d  u p  a b a n d o n ’ d  p i é l u r e s  o n  t h e  í l a g e ,
S p r e a d  o u t  t h e í r  w í t ,  w i t h  f a c i n a t i r s g  a r t ,
A n d  c a t c h ’ d  t h e  f a n e y ,  t o  e o r r u p t  t h e  h e a r t ;
B u t  h a p p y  c h a n g e  !  —  i n  t h e f e  m o r e  m o r a l  d a y s ,
Y o u  c a n u o t  f p o r t  w i t h  v i r t u e ,  e v e n  i n  p l a y s ;
O n  v i r t u e ^ s  l i d e ,  h i s  p e n  t h e  p o e t  d r a w s ,
A n d  b o l d l y  a f k s  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  h i s  c a u f e * ? J  

 ̂ Yhm  did be pr.ance, and fihmlL « —  The manmay firate.
And fieed thefie <wbimfies in bis addle pate,

I  Yhat yo tdllprotedl his mufie,  becaufe Jhds good,
|  A  virgen, andfio ebafie !  •—  O  Lud /  O L u d í  
I  No mufie tbe Critic Beadle's lajh efcapes,
|  Yhough virtuous, ifi a dowdy, and a trapes :

Ifi  h i s  come fiórtb, a decent íikely Lafs,
| |  Yoiill fipeak herfinir, and grunt the proper pafis ;  
f í  Or jhould bis brain be turrdd w ith  <wiídpresentes j  
f g .  In tbree hours timef youllbrlng  bim to bisfienfies % 
f f f  And wellyou may, when inyour power you get bim,  
f Ü  In  that fihort fipace, you hlifier, bleed, and fiwe&t bim *
J |  Among the T u r k s *  indeed, bdd run no danger, 
j | |  Yhey Jacred hold a m a d m a n ,  and a  í x r a n g e r .
| | |  Mr, Kelly original!/ iutended the prologue to be grave, and aeeor- 
p||dingly wroce a feríeos one hunft !f j but as Mr, Kíng ivas to ípeak ir, 
ppW r, Gai-xick, with gieat propríety, thoughts piece of huropurwouíd be beíl 
fjfu itrd  to the nikíits of that exceHent aélor, and therefore very kíndJy took. 
SÍ^Ibc trouble of puttm¿ k in^o a form fo entíreíy differen: f'roín the ñiü, that 
W$t cannoíí with the íesit jiiíKee; be attríbuted to any other authsr,
§tst
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F A L S E  D K L I C A C Y i

A . C T  i.  S C E N E  I.

j&n Apartment at Lady B e t t y  L a m e t ó n ’̂

ÉnUr S xdney and W in w o r t íj; 

SlDNEYt

ST  í  L  L  í  can*t help thinkíng htit Lad^ 
Betty Lambton’s refufal was infinitely mora 
the refult of an extraordinary delicacy, thah 

the want of affeélíon/oí- yoür Lordíhip*
W i n w o r t h ,

Ó rny áeit coüíin you are very much miííafeens 
I am not one of thofe coxcombs who imagine a 
woman does’nt know bar own mind5 or who, be- 
eaufe they are tteated with civiiity by a lady who 
has rejefted theif addréfles, fuppoíe íheís fecredy 
debating ín theír favour * Lady Betty is a womaií 
of fenfe, and muft confeqüently defpife coquetry 
0r affeftatíom

S i d n e y .
Why íhe always fpeaks of yoii with the greateíi 

reípeéh
B ÍñFx&WQ&THs



W i n W o r t  h .

Refpeét! ~  Why íhe always fpeaks of you with 
the greateft refpeft ■, does it therefore follow that 
íhe loves you ? No Charles — I have, for íbme 
time ,you know, ceas5d to trouble Lady. Betty 
.with .my íoHcitatíons,. and I fee myfdf hohour’d 
with her friendfhip, though I hav’nt been fo hap- 
py as to merit her heart j for this reafon I have 
no doubt of her aíliftance on the prefent occafion, 
and I am certain I íhall pleafe her by making my 
addreíles to Mífs Marchmont*

SíD NEY.
Mifs Marchmont is indeed a very deferving 

young woman*
WlNWORTH.

Next to Lady Bett-y.I neverfaw one íüform’d 
to, m y wiih.es> befides, during tbe whole'period 
of my fruitlefs attendance* íhe ieertied fo intereíled 
for my i uceéis, and exprefs’d ib hcarty a concern 
for my difapporntment, that I have confider’d her 
with an eyedf mora than commbn fiiendíhip ever 
fince, — But what5s the matter with you Charles^ 
you íéem to have fomething upon your ípiríts ?

SlBNEY*
Indeed my Lord yon are miftaken, lam bnly  

artentív'e, ' « * '

W j & w o r  t h *

O, is that all ! — This very day I purpoíe t» 
requeft Lady Betty's intereft with Mífs March- 
mont, .for unhappHy circumftanc’d as flie is, 
wíth regardío fortune, fhepofíeíTes an uncommon 
filare of delicacy, and may poQibly think herfelf

infulted



A C O M E D Y. I
infulted by the offer of a rejected heart; — Lady 
Betty in that> cafe wíll fave her ¡.the pain of a 
fuppofed difrelpeít, and me the mortification of 
a new repulfe* But I beg yoür pardon, Charles^ 
1 am forgetting the caufe of friendfhip, and fhali 
now ñep up ftairs to Colonel Rivers about your 
affalr,™ Ah Sidney you have no difficulties tq 
pbftrtiét the completion of your wiíhes, and a 
few days muft make you one of the happift men 
in England.

S i d n e y . flooktng afte-r him.]
A few days make me one of the happiefl: mea 

in England, <— a líkely matter truly % little does 
he know how I paffionately admite the very wo- 
man to whom he is ímmédiately going with an 
offer of his perfon and fortune* —■ The marriáge 
with Mifs Rivers I fee/is unavoidablej and I am 
almofl pieafed that I never ohtained any encou- 
ragement from Mifs Marchmont, as I íhouid now 
be rc'duc’d to the painful alternatíve, either of 
giving up my own hopesj or of oppofing the 
happinefs of fuch a friend. ■

■ Enter Mrs. H arley and Mifs M archmont.
Mrs. H a r l e y , . . . . . .

O here my dear girl ts the fweet fwain in p¡ro* 
púa pérfona: — Oníy mind what a funeral fermom 
face the creature has5 notwithftanding the agree^ 
able profpe&s before h im ,~ W d l of all things in 
the world defend me I fay from a íóber hufband !

S i d n e y *
You are e^treamly welcome Mrs, Harley to 

divert yonrfelf- —

B 2 Mr#s



4
Mrs. H a r l e y .

H e  fpeaks too in as melancholy a tpne as a 
paffing beil; — Lord, lord, wh ac can Colonel 
Rivers feé in the wretch ro thínk of him for a 
fon-ín-Jaw, ~  Only look Mifs Marchmont at this 
íove-exciting countenance — Obferve the Cu- 
píds chat ambuíh in theíe eyes - — Theíe iips to 
be íure are fraught with the honcy of Hybla:*—. 
Go you lifelefs devil you5 — go try to get a Jittle 
animación into this unfortunate face of yours,

S i dne  y,
Upon my word my face is very much oblig’d 

to you.
Mifs M a r c h m o n t .

You are a mad ereature, my dear, and yet I 
$nvy your fpirits prodigioufly.

Mrs. H arley,
And fo you ought. — But for ail that you and 

Lady Betty are unaccountably fond of thofe half- 
foul5d fellows, who are as mechanically regular as 
ío many pieces of clock-work, and never ftrike 
above once an hour upon a new obíervatíon — 
who are fo fentimental, and fo dull— fo wife and 
fo drowfy, —- Why I thought L ady Betty had ai­
read y a íufficient quantity of lead in her family 
without taking in this lump to inoreafe the 
weighf of it.

Mifs M a r c h m o n t ,
What can Ihe pofibly mean, Mr, Sidney,

SlDNEY,
5Tis impoffible to guefs madam. The Jively, 

widow will ftill have her laugh without fparing 
any bodv.

F A L S  E D E L I C A C Y s

Mrs*



s
Mrs. H a r l e y ,

Why furely, my dear, you can’t forgct the coun- 
tcr pare of poor difmal here, thac elabórate piece 
of dignified dtilnefs, Lady Betty’s couíin Lord 
He£lic *, who through downright fondneft is con- 
tinually plaguing his poor wife, and rendering 
her the moft miferable woman in the worid, from 
an extraordinary defire of promotíng her happi- 
nefs.

A C O M E D Y.

Mifs M a u c h m o n t .
And is’nt there a great deal to fay In exte­

nuación of an error which proceeds from a prin­
cipie of real affedlion?

Mrs. H a r l e y ,
Affeftion ! ridiculotis! but yon (hall have an 

inílance of chis wonderfnl affedtion: — T'other 
day I din’d an his houfe, and, though the wea- 
ther was intollerably warm, the cable was laid 
in a clofe room, with a fire large enough to roaít 
m  ox for a country Corporation.

SlDMEY,
Wcll, ánd fo —

Mrs, H a r l e y ,

In a great chair, near the fire fide, fat poor 
Lady Heétlc, wrapp’d up in as man y fur cloaks 
as would baffle the feveriuy of a wincer in Sibe- 
ria; —On my entrance I exprefssd a proper con­
cern for her íllnefs, and aík’d the nature of her 
complaínt, ~  She told me íhe complain’d of no- 
thing but the weight of her drefs, and the ín- 
tolíerabíe heat of the apartment; adding, that 
íhe had been canght in a Urde fhower the pre*

ceding



cedina eveninsr, which terrified Lord Heític ou£
of his wits, and fo for fear flie might run the 
chance of a flight coid, he expofed her to the 
hazard of abfoiute fuffocatíon.

S idn E Y.
Upon my word, Mifs Marchmont, fhe has a 

pretty manner of turning things,

Mifs M a r c h m o n t .
Really I think fo.

Mrs. H a r l e y .
Well — unable to bear either the tyratwy of this 

prepofterous fondnefs any longer, or the íntollerable 
heat of his room, I made my efeape the moment 
the cioch was removed, and íhan’t be furprifed 
if before the conclufion of the fummer, he is 
brought before his peers for havíng murdered his 
poor lady out of downright affe¿tion.

SlDNEY,
A very uncommon death* Mrs. Harley5 among 

people oí quality,

Enter a F o o t m a n *

F oOTMAjV to S I D N E Y.
Lord Winworth, Sir, defires the favour ofyour 

eompany above : the perfon is come with the 
writings from the Temple—

Si DNE Y.
Til wait upon him immediately,

6 F AL S E DE L I C  AC Y:

Mrs.
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Mrs, H a r l e y .
Ay pray do, you are the fitteíl company in 

the worid for each othen — If Colonel Rivers 
was of my mind he’d turn you inftantly adrift 
and liften to the overtures of Sir Harry Newburg*

S í D N E Y *

I really bel leve you have a fancy to me your* 
felf, you’re fo conftantly abufing me, [£#//*]

Mrs. H a r l e y ,
I? you odious creature!

Mifs M a r c h m o n l
Now you menuon Sir Harry, my dear, is5nt 

k  rather extraordinary for him to think about 
Mifs Rivers, when he knows of the ensanrementsJ £7 w
between her and Mr. Sidney — efpecialíy as her 
father has fuch an objedíon to the wildnefs of 
his character,

Mrs. H a r l e y .
What you are ftill at your fober refieftlons I 

fee, and are for fcrutínizíng inte the moráis of & 
lover*—The women truly would have a hne time 
of ít if they were never to be marríed till they 
found men of unexceptíonable charaders,

Mifs M a r c h m o n t *
Nay Idon’t want to leñen Sir Harry’s roerit in 

the leaft, — he has hís good quaíities as well as 
his faults— and is no way delimite of under^ 
ftanding — but ftíll his underftanding is a faíhi- 
onable one, and pleads the knowkdge of every 
thing right, tXs juftify the pradtice of many tliingi 
not ftriñly warrantable.

Mrs



Mrs; H a r  l e  y .

W hy I never heard :any thing to hís prejudictí 
but fome fafhionable libercies which he has tafcert 
with the ladies,

MIfs' M ar c hmoí í t .
And In the ñame of wonder what wou*d yoü 

delire to hear ?

8 F A L S E  D E L I  C A C Y :

Mrs. H a r l e y .

Come, come, Hortenfia, we women are unac- 
countable creatures, the greateft number of us 
by ipuch love a fellow for havíng a little modiíh 
wíldnefs about him, and if we are fuch fools as 
to be captivated with the víces of the men, we 
ought to be puniíhed for the depravity of ouf 
fentiments.

' Eníer R i ve rs  and Lady B e t t y * 
R i v e r s ,

I teSl yon fifter they can read the parch menta 
very wdl without our affiftante — and í have 
been fo farigu’d with looking over papers all thé 
jnorning, that I am heartiiyfickof your Indentures, 
witnefiing, your forafmuch^s, líkewife’s alfo% 
jnoreovcr's and notwichftanding’s, and I muft takd 
a turn in the garden to recover myfelf. [£#//.]

Lady B e t t y .
Nay I only fpoke becauie I imagin’d our beíng 

prefent wouki be more agreeable to Lord Win* 
worrh. — But I wonder Sir Harry does’nt come, 
he promifed to be here by ten, and I want to íbe c 
hís coufin Cecü mighrily.

MlfS:

V ;s;
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Mifs M a RCHM ON T.

What, Lady Betty, does Mr. Cedí come wkíi 
him here this rnorning ?

Lady B e t t y .
He doesj my dear — he arrived at Sir Harry's 

laft night, and I want to fee if his late journey to 
“France has any way improved che elcgancé of his 
appearance. [iroñically. j

Mrs. H a r l e y .
Well, I fhall be glad to fee him tcío % for, not- 

withftanding his dífregard of dréfs, and freedom 
óf manner-*—thefe ís a fomeching right in him 
that pleafes me prodigioiífiy.

Mifs M a r c h m o n l
A íómething ríght* Mrs* Hafley ! —* he is one 

df che worthieft creaturesin thé world.
Lady B e t t y .

O í Hortenfia* he ought to be a favourite tíf 
yours, for I don*t kncw any body who poffefíes 
a higher place in his good opiniori,

Mifs M arcí í moht*
5Twou*d be odd^ índeed, if he was^nt a fa­

vourite of mine — he was my father*s beft fríendj 
-— gave him a coníiderable living yon know, and, 
when he died, wou7d have provided very kíndly 
for me? if your generoíity, Lady Betty, had’nt 
fender’d hís goodnds wholly unncceíTary.

Lady B e t t y ,
Pooh ! Pooh ! no more of this¿

Mrs. H a RLE y*
wííh there was a poflibiliry of maídng him 

drefs like a gentleman — Bur I am glad he comes
* Q wkh

Á C O M É D Y.



10 F A L S E  D E L I C A C Y :

with Sir Harry ■, —  for though they have a great 
regard for each other, they are continually wrang- 
ling, and form a contraft which is often extremeíy 
diverting —

Enter a Footman.
Sir Harry Newburg and Mr, Cecil, Madam.

Lady B e t t y .
O, here they are ! Shew them in. [Exit Footm.

M rs# H a r l e y ,
Now for i t !

Mifs M a r c h m o n t *
H uíh, they are here,

Sir H a r r y .
Ladies your moft obedient, •—

C e c i l .
Ah, Girls! — give me a kifs each of you in* 

ítantly. — Lady Betty, I am heartily glad to fee 
you : —-1 have a budget full of compliments for 
you, from fe ve ral of your friends at París —

Lady Be t t y ,
Did you meet any of them at París ?

C e c i l ,
I did, — and, whar was worfe, I met them ín 

every town í paffed through •, — but the Engliíh 
áre a great commercial nation, you know, and 
the ir fools like their broad cloths, are exported 
in large quantities to all parts of Europe.

Sir



Sir H a r r y *
What ? and they found you a fool fo much 

above the market price, that they have returned 
you upon the hands of your country ? — Here, 
Jadíes, is a head for you, piping hot from París.

C e g i l .

And here, ladies, ís a head for you, like the 
Alps.

Sir H arhy.
Like the Alps, ladies! How do you make that 

out ?
C e c i l ,

Why ít5s always whíte, and ajways barrené 
5tis coníiantly eovered with fnow, but never pro­
duces any thing profitable,

Mrs. H a u e y ,
O fay no more upon that head, I befeech you.

Lady Be t t y ,
Indeed, Sir Harry, I think they’re too hará 

fpryou,
M r s ,  Í Í A R t E Y ,

Why, I think fo too — efpedally my friend 
Cedí, who, with that unfortunate íhock of haír, 
has no great right to be confidered as a ftandard 
for drefs in this country*

C eci l ,
Ah, widow, there are many heads in this coun­

try with much more extraordinary things upon 
them than my unfortunate íhock of hair, as you 
cali i t : —* what do you think of thefe wings, for 
inftance, that cover the ears of my couíin Mer~ 
cury ? C 2 Sir

A C O M E D Y* i i



t z  F  A l  S E  D E  L  I  C A C Y  ;

Sir H a r r y ,
Death ! dori*t ípóil my hair.

C eci l,
You fefc íhis fellow is fo torturad upon the 

whecl of faíbion, that a fingle touch immediately 
throws him into agpnies ; now, my drefs is as 
cafy as it*s firrjple, and ñvc minutes — '

Sir H arry .
Witfy tjie help pf your fiYe fingers equips you 

at any time for rhedrawing-rqom, — ha! ha! ha!
C e g i l .

And is’nt ít better than being five hours under 
the paws of your hair-drefíer ?

Lady Be t t y ,
But cutftorrL, Mr. Cecil ! — 3

*  r  c -■ y

‘C e c i l ,
Men of fcnfe have nothing to do with cuítomt 4  

and Jü$ more their bu finéis to íet wife exampleV S 
than to foliow fooliíh ones, ' ^

Mrs. H  ARLE y. .
But don't you think the-world will be apt 

laugh a lítele, Mr. Cecil ?
Ce ci l .

“ f • • • "'5-,'S

I can?t help the want of underftanding among 
mankind. .

Sir H a r r y *
The blockhead fhinks there*s nothing, due to 

the general opinión of one's country.

C e c i l .
Andnone but blockheads likeyou would mind 

the fooliíh opinions of any country.

-. T-'¡ v- ¿T. v'! íi ' *

■ $3
v-i'/'fí. -V >.'! AL
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Lady E e t t y ,
W ell! Mr* Cecil rrmft take hís own way, I 

think •— ib come along, ladies, —* Jet m  go into 
the garden, and fend my brother to Sir Harry to 
fettle the byfincfs about Theodora*

C e c i l *
Theodora ! — what a charming ñame for the 

romance of a circulating library. — I wohder, 
Lady Betty, your brother woukfnt cali his girl 
peborah, after her grandmother —- ?

Mrs* H a r r l e y *
Deborah! — O I íhould hate fuch an oíd fa« 

íhíoned ñame abominabSy —
C e ci l ,

And I hate thís new faíliion of calling our 
children by pompous appellations, — By and by 
wc íhan’t have a Ralph or a Rogar, a Brídget 
or an Alice remaining in the kingdom* — The 
dregs of the people have adoptad thís unacccunt- 
able cuftom, and a fdlow who keeps a Uttle ale- 
houfe at the bottom of my aventie in the country, 
has no leík than an Auguítus-Frederick, a Scipío 
Afrícanus, and a Matílda-Wilhelmina-Leonora, 
in hisfamily*

Mrs* H  arle y*
Upon my word, a very pretty-ftfing of chrif- 

jian ñames*
Lady Be t t y *

Well, Sir Harry, yon and Mr. Cecil diñe wkh 
us, — Come, ladíes, let us go to the garden#

Mrs. H  A R L E  Y*

I pofitively won’t go without Mr* Cecil, for I 
muft have fomebody to laugh at, - Cecil*

- A  C O M E D Y, 13



H
Ce c i l*

And fo muft I, wídow, therefore I won’t lofe 
this opportunity of being in yourcompany.
[Exeuni ¡adíes and followed by Cecil, who meets

R ivers eniering.']

F A L S E  D E L I C A  CY:

Ce c i l ,
A h , Colonel, I am heartily glad to fee you* —

R i v e r a

My dear Cecil, you are welcome lióme again.
C e c i l .

There’s my wife kinfman wants a word with 
you. [Exit.2

Sir H a r r y ,
CoíóneJ, your mofb obedient ; — I am come 

upon thc oíd bufinefs * —for unlefs í am allow’d 
to entertain hope of Mifs Rivers, I ihall be.the 
moft miferable of human beings.

R i vers .
Sir Harry, I have already told yon by letter, 

and I now tell you perfbnally, I cannot liílen to 
your propofals.

Sir H a r r y .
No, Sir ?

R i v e r s .

No, Sir, — I have promifed my daughter to. 
Mr. Sidney i — do you know diat, Sir ?

Sir H a r r y -
I do ; ■— but what then? Engagements of this 

kind, you know —■
R i vers .

So then, you do know I have promifed her to 
Mr, Sidney ?

Sir
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Sir H a r r y ,
I cío *, — but I alfo know that matters are ñor 

finallv fettled between Mr, Sidney and you, and 
I moreover know, that his fortune is by no means 
equal to mine, therefore —

R i v e r s .
Sir Harry, let me afk you one queílion befare 

you rnake your confequence.
Sir H a r r y ,

A thoufand if you pleafe, Sir.
R i v e r s .

Why then, Sir, let me aík you, what you have 
ever obferved in me or rny conduft, that you de- 
fire me fo familiarly to break my wor d : — I 
thought, Sir, you corífidered me as a man of 
honour.

Sir H  A R R Y,

And fo I do, Sir, a man of the mcefb honour,
R i v e r s .

And yet, Sir, you aflame no viólate the fanftity 
of my word — and tell me indireélly that it is my 
intercilio be arafcal —

Sir H a r r y .
I really don’t underftand you, Colonel T— I 

thought, when 1 was talkíng to you I was talk- 
ing to a man who knew the world — and as you 
havc not yet figned —■

R i vers .
Why, thís is mending matters with a witnefs! 

— And fo you think becaufe I am not legally 
bound, I am under no neceffity of keeping my 
word ! — Sir Harry, laws were never made for 
men of honour , — they want no bond but the

reélitude



re¿titude of their own fenlimehts* and laws ardü 
o í no ufe but to bind the villains of íbciety.

Sir H a r r v . *
W ell ! but my dear Colonel, íf yon have no 

regard for me, fhew fome little regard for youf 
daughter,

R i vers .
Sir Harry, I fhew the greateffc regard for my 

daughter by giving her to a man of honour; — and 
I muíf not be infulted-with any farther repetición 
of your propofals.

Sir H a r r y .
Infult you Colonel ! — is the offer of my ah 

iiance an infult ? — is my readínefs to make what 
fettlements you think ptoper -—

R iver s.
Sír Harry, 1 íhould coiifider the offer of á 

kingdom an infult, if it was to be purchafedby 
the violation cf niy word : — Befides, though 
my daughter fnall never go a beggar to the arms 
o f her huíband, I  wou'drather fee her happy thad 
rieh.;- and if.íhe has enough to provide handfome- 
Iy for a young family, and fomething to fpare for 
the exigencíes of a worthy friend, I íhall think 
her as- aífluent as if /he was miftrefs oí México.

Sir H a r r y .
W di, Colonel, Ihave done¿~  but I beheve—

R i ve r s ,
Well, Sir Harry, and as our confe re nce is done,' 

W€ w illf if you pleafe, retire to the ladies I 
íliall be always glad of your acquaimance, though 
I carft receive you ;as a fon-indaw, — for a unión 
of iñtereít 1 look upon as a unión of diíhonoujv 
and.confider a mamage for money, at beít, but .a 
legal proftitution. [Exeunt!\

i 6 F A L S E  D E L I C A C Y :  .
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A  C  T  1L

S C É N E  a Garden,

Énter Lady Bjéttv, and Mrs.- H a u l e ?, 
Mrs. H a r Le y .

LO R D ,  Lord, my dear you’re enougfi to 
drive one out of one?s wícs. - - I  tell you* 

again and again, he?s as much yours as ever *, and 
vvas I in your fituadon, he ihoü’d be my hüíbánd 
to-morrow morning.

Lady Be t t y .
Dear Emmy you miftake the matter fírangeíy.-^ 

Lord Winworch is no common man, nor waffd 
he háve continned hís fiience fp long upon bis 
favoume fubjech if he had the leaít indination tcr 
re'new his addreffes. — His pride has j.uftly taken 
the alarm at my infeníibiHty, and he will not¿ f  
am íatisfied, run the hazard of ánother refufah

Mrs, H a r l e y *
Why then, ín the ñame of wonder, if he was 

fo dear to you, coo’d yoirprodigally tríñe with 
your own happineís, and repeatedly refufe him ?

Lady Be t t y ,
I have repeatedly told you becaufe I vvas a fool, 

Emmy. —  Till he withdrew hís addreffes I knew 
not how much I efleemed him * my unhappine/s 
in my firft Tnarríage, you know, made me refolve 
agafnft' añother, And you are alio Temible I 
have freqiiently argoed that. a woman of real de- 
1-icacy fhoüM never áelmít a íecond imprcílion orí 
her h a t r t ,

A C D M E D Y. t j
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Mrs, H a r l e y.
Yes, and I aiways thought you argued very 

fóolifhíy* — I am fure I ought to know, for í 
have been twice married —■ and though I lov’d 
my firft huíband Very fmcerely, there was n»t a 
wotTjan in England who cou’d have made the 
íecónd a better wife, — Nay, for that matter, if 
another was to offer himfelf to-morrow, I am not 
alrogether certain that I fhould refufe liítening —*

Lady B e t t y ,

lean are a ílrange creature.

Mrs. H a R l e v*
And are’nt you a much ílranger, in declining 

to follow your owri inclinations, when you cou’d 
have confulted them fo highly, to the credit of 
your gdodíeníc, and the fatisfaftion of your whole 
family*—But ifeis'nt yettoo late i and if you will be 
advifed by me every thing íhall end as happily as 
you can wilh.

Lady Be t t y ,
Well, let me hear your advice,

Mrs. H ar l e  y*
W hy this, then : — My Lord you know has 

requefted that you' wou’d indulge him with half 
an hour’s prívate converfatíon fome time ihís 
morning,

Lady Be t t y .
W e li! ^

M rs¿ H a r l e y ,
This ís a Hberty he has’nt raleen thefe three 

months — and he muít deíign fomething by 
it *5 — now as he can deíign nothing but ro 
renew his addreííes, I wou?d advife, you to take

him
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h\m at the very firft word, for fear your delícacy, 
if it has time to confíder, ihoukl again fliew you 
tli£ ftrange impropriety of fecond marriages.

Lady Be t t y *
But fuppofe this íhould not be his hufiaefs 

with me ?
Mrs, H  ARLE Y, ' "

Why then we’íl go another way to work: —< 
L as a fanguine friend of my Lord% can give 
him a diftanrt hin't of matters, exa<fting at the farne 
tíme a promife of the moft inviolable fecrecy ; and 
aífuring him you wou’d never forgive me7 jf  you 
had the leaft idea of my having acquainted him 
with fo important a ----—

Lady JBe t t y ,
And fo you wou*d have me ~  ?

Mrs. H a m e v .
Why not ? — This is the very ftep I fhoukl 

take myfeif, if I was in your fituation.
Lady B e t t v .

May be fo ; — But it#s a ftep which I íhali never 
take,—*What! wou’d you have me loft to all 
feeíing ? Wou?d you have me meanly make ufe 
of chambermaid artífices for a hufband ?

Mrs, B a r l e y :
I would oa!y have you happy my dear: — And 

where the man of one’s heart is at ft&ke I don’t 
think we ought to ftand fo rigidly upon trifles, —

Lady B e t t y .
.Trifles, Emmy 1 do you cali tbe%la-w» of de 

Ijcacy trifles, *— She that viólate^ theft —r—
• D 2 Mrs,
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Mrs. H a r  l e y .

Poh ! poh ! íhe that violates : — What a work' 
there is \yith you fendrhentai folks. •— Why, don’t 
I tell you that my Lord fhaH-never know any 
thing of your concern in the ddign ? ,

Lady B e t t y .

But íha’nt I know it myfelf, Emmy ! — and 
how can I eícape the jufticc of my own refleélioñs !

Mrs. H a r l e y .
• W ell9 thank heay’n my íentiments are not fuf- 

ficíenüy refin’d to. make me unhappy.

Lady B e t t y .
I can5c change my fentiment?, my dear Emiriy,

■— ñor wouJd I, if I cou*d : — Ofthis, however, be 
cenain,' that un hís I ha ve Lord Winworth without 
courting him, I íliall never have him at all.
But be filent to all the wbrld upon this inatter 
1 conjure you : —  Particular!y to MifsMarchmoñt 
for íhe has been fo ftrenuous an advocare for my 
Lord, that the concealment of it írom her niight 
give her (orne doubts cf my friendíhip ; and I 
íhou’d be contínually uneafy for feár rny réferve 
íhomd be confider’d as an indireél iníult upon her 
circumftances,

Mrs. H  A R L E Y*

Wel], the devil ralee this delicacy -5 I don’t 
know any thing it does bebdes making peopie 
miferable: — And yet fome how, fooliflí as it is, 
one can’c hdp hking it, -— But yonder I-íce Sir 
Harry and Mr. Cecih ,

Lady B e t t y ,
Let us withdraw then my dear ; they may de- 

tain us 3 and3 kill this interview is over5 I /hall
be

2o F A L 6 E  D E L I C A C  Y :
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I be ín a contin ual ágitation  ̂ yec I am fírangely 
|  apprehenfive °f a difappointmentj Emmy — and
I i i —  IgW gl
f Mrs. H a r l e y ,
I Lady Betty.

Lady B e t t y ,
What do yon íay ?

Mrs. H a r l e y *
Do you ftill think there is any thíng extremely 

/ prepofterous in fecond marriages ?
Lady B e t t y ,

You are intolerably provoking. — \Exeunt.]

Enter C e c i l  and Sir H a i r y .
C e c i l *

Well, did’nt I tell you the moment you opened 
this affaír to me, that che Colonel was a man of 
too müch fenfe to give his daüghter to a cox  ̂
tomb ?

Sir H a r r y ,
But what if I íhould tell you, that his daugh- 

ter fhall be ftill mine, and in fpite of hís teeth?'
C e c i l *

Prithee explain kínfman*
Sir H a r r y *

Why fuppofe Mifs Rivers íhould have no very 
ftrong obje¿Uon to this unfortunate figure of 
mine ?

C e c i l ,
i Why even your vanity can’t think that a 
í young lady of her good íenle, can poffibly be ín 
¡ love with you ?



Sir H a r r y ,
Whats you think that no likely circumílance 

I  f e e  ?

Ce c h .
I do really— Formerly índeed the women 

were fools enough to be caught by the frippery 
e f  externáis, and lo a fellow neither picked a 
pocker, ñor put up with an affront, he was a 
dear toad —-a  fweet crea tu re — and a wicked 
devil; —-■ nay the wicked devi], \yas quite an án­
gel of a man —  and Hke another Atexander, in 
proportion to the number of wretches which he 
¿nade, he conftantly incréafed the luftre of his 
reputación — till at laíl, having conquered all 
his worlds, he fat down with that celebrated 
ruffian, and wcpt 'becaufe he cou3d commit no 
farther outrages upon fociety.

Sir H A R R Y.
O mygood moralizing coufin, you’ll find your 

felf curfedly out in your politics  ̂ and I íhall 
convinee you in a few hours, that a handfome 
luir on the back of a fprightly young fellow, 
>vi31 ílül do more among the womeii, than all 
your kntiment and flovenhneís. —>

C e c í l .
What wou’d you perfuade me that Mifs Rivers 

will go ofF with you — ?
Sir H a i u  y,

*. You ha ve hit the mark for once in your lifef 
rny fweet temper’d moutherof moral-ity-— The 
dear Theodora —

C e c i l .
The dear Theodora ! and fo Harry you ima­

gine that by the common maxims of fafhionabje
lifc,
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lífe, you may appear to be aPriend to the Colo­
rid at the very mornent you are goíng to rob 
him of hU daughter.— Por íhame kínfman—* 
fbr íhame — have fome pride if you have no 
virtue — and dont ífníle in a man’s face when. 
you want to do him the greateft of al 1 injurien 
— dont Harry —

Sir H a r r y .
Cecít I fcorn a bafe action as much as you or 

as much as any man — but I leve Mífs Rivera 
honourably.— I afk nothlng from her father, 
and as her perfonis her own íhe hasaright to be- 
ñow it wheré íhe picales,

C e c i l .
I am anfwered — her perfon is her own -— and 

íhe has a right to be miferable her own way« — I 
acknowledge it — and will not difeover yoar 
fecret to her father. —

Sir H a r r y .
Difeover ít to her father — why fure you 

woud'ht think of ít. — Take care Cecil ~  uake 
care — I do indeed love you better than any man 
in the world -— and I know you have a ífiendíhíp, 
a cordial fríendíhip for me — but the happínefs 
of my whole Ufe is at ftake5 and muft not be de- 
ftroyed by any of your unaccountable peculiaruies.

C e c i l .
Harry — you know I wóu’d at any time rather 

promote your happinefs than obftruót it. — And 
you alfo know that if [ die without chíldren ■— you 
fhalí have a principal part of my fortune j — but 
damn it — I wifh you had not ufed the maílc of 
frieridfhip to fteal chis young Lady away from 
her reiations ~  ’tis hard that their good nacure

muft
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tnuft be turned againfl; their peace; —• and llardo
becauíe bec whole famíly trear you with regard* 
that you fhould offer them the greateft infult ima­
ginable*

«4 F A L S E  D E L I C A C T í

'-yÚ

S i r  H a r r y .

Dear Cedí* I am more to be pitied thah con*; 
demned in this tranfailion. — when I firft endea- 
voured to roake myíelf agreeable to Mifs Rivers* 
I imagined her family woud rendí! y counten anee 
my addrefies, and when I fucceeded in that en- 
deavour, í had not time to declare myíelf in form, 
before her father entred i neo this engagemenc 
withSídney. — The mament I heard it mention- 
edj I wrote to hím5 offering him a carie Manche? 
and this morning a repetición of my offer was 
treated with cóntempt. — I have therefofe been 
forc4d into the meafure you diíapprcve fo much—̂ 
but I hope my conduft, in ‘the charaiter of the 
íbn-in-Jaw, will amply atone for any error in my 
behavioiir as a friend.

C e  c i l .

Well welí, we muft mate the beft of a bad 
market, — her father has no right to forcé her 
¡nclinatíons — ?ris equally cruel andunjuft; the re- 
fore you may depend upon-my utmoíl endeavours 
jjot only to aííiffc you in carrying her off, but in 
appeafing al( family refentments: — Fordamn ir, 
you are lo often in the wrong, thatone muft ftand 
by you a linde when you are in the right, — io 
I íhall be ready for you kinfman,

Sir 11 a r ii y.
Why, Cecil, this is honeft — this js really 

friendly — and you íhall abufe me for a whole 
tvvelvemonth without my anfwering a fyHable —-

but

■■V
-JV
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for the pféferit I tnuft leave yoü ^-"yoncfer 

le  Mífs Rivers— we have Tome little matrera 
p ik  o f “  you . underítand trie —¿ and now

*1®. C e ciL¿
. , , ,

||J¡For a torrent óf rapture andnorifeñfe. — What 
|||regk>us puppies does this imaccountable lové 
fíjfake of young fellows: Nay, for tliat rrntter* 
í'fihat egregious puppies does. it not make of oíd 

a  ̂ ^  ’í i s a  comfort though
ííh a t no body knows I am  a puppy in this refpeá: 
AJíúé hiyfelf — Heré was I fancying that all the 
A.partiaiity 1 feít for póor Hortenña Marclimont* 
/ .íproceéded from rny friendíhip for hér fathér —i 

Jjfyhen. upon an honeft examination . into my owii 
heart I find’ it principal [y arifes from my regará 

V’-for herfelf. -— I was in. hopes a change of objeóts 
■V'jjVould have driven the baggage out p f my thoughts *
. A—; and 1 went to France  ̂ *— büt I am comq home 

; ,, :;vvrith a fettled refolution of aíkíng her to marry 
Aoven 1 y rafcal of fifry, who is to be fu re a very 

íAplikely fwain for .a young lady td fall in.love withj 
büt who knows —~ the moft feníible women 

; z^have fometimes ffrañge'faites j —  and yet it mpíl 
a véry ftrangé taífry that can póíTibíy approve 

fegjof my overtures.—  Éll go cautidüflyh to v/orl¿ 
zIShowever, —  and foiicit her as for a friend o f 
|8 p n y  own age and fortune; —  fo Chat if  fhe refufes 

which is probable enough I íhan’t expofe 
pzrnyíelf to héf conterhpt. —  W hat a ridicuious 
§|^figure is an oid fbol fighjng • at the feet of a 
fWyoung wornan. — Zounds* 1 wonder how the 
¡¡gfgrey-headed dotards have the impudence to aík a 
l^b loóm ing  girl of twenty to throw herfelf away

ipoh a movíng miimmy of a walking fkeleton.
i
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The S C E N E  changas to an Apartment ; 
Lady Retty’s Houfc\

l i n t e r  Lady B e t t y  a n d  Mrs, H a r l i y .  |

Lady Be t t y ,
You 'CanY'think, Emmy, how my ípirits ar&  

agitated y — I wonder what my Lord can waíiw 
wkh me ? ■ t | l

’Mrs. H a r t e y ,

W ell, well, try and colleít yourfelf a líttle ^ j ¡ |  
he is ju ít coming up, — I muñ retire. — Courag¡|¡jí 
my dear crea tu re, this once and the day’s ourpl 
own? I warrant you* [ £ ^ ] ¡ J

M&,SÉlinter W in w o r t h , bomtng ver y low.

Lady Be t t y . ^
Here he 5s 1 ■— Blefs me, what a fiutter I am

m#- '■ m
■

m
W i n w o r t h ,

. Y o u f  L a d y íh ip * $  m o f t  o b e d ie n te  

L a d y  B e t t y *

Won*t your Lordíhíp be feated ? — H e feems 
exceffively confuskh [afideJ\

W  I N W O R T f í i

I  have taken the liberty, Madam —  How fhe 
awes m enow la m  alone wíth her 1 [q/tde.J

Lady B e t t y .
My Lord! '

W í KWORTH,
I fay5 Madam, 1 have taken the Iiberty to —

i-*¡sí■mm
i
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O'

«

Lady B e t t t *
I beg, my Lord, you wonJt conñder an a 

ry ín tíre leaíl —
W l N W O R T H ,IjjjgpE

|§l Your Ladyfhip is extremely obliging ~  and 
efSyct I am fearfuí —

Lady B e t t y ,

I bope your Lordfhip will coníid'er me as a
Jllfriend, — and therefore lay afide chis unnecefláry
jppceremony.

> felfeé

m

W I N W O R T E * .

[§¡f Ido confider you, Madam, as a friend ; -—- as 
jijan íneftimable friend — and I am chis momenc 
ggf come to íblicit you upen a fubjeft of the ücmoft 
|¡f importan ce to my happineís. ■

Lady Be t t y » \afide.}
7.L Lord I what is he go-ing to fay £

W I  N W O f t T H -

Madam,
rft Lady B e tt y *
: : I fay, * my Lord, that you cannot fpeak to me 

fe  on any fubjeét of importance without engaging 
W  my greateft attention.
| g §  W I N W O R T H .

víf You honour me too rñuch, Madam*

I!; Lady B etty ,
f i |  Not ín theleaft, my L ord— fbr there is not a 

 ̂ perfon in the world who wifhes your happineis 
I with greater eordiality,-

E a WlN'WORTBÉ,



#8 P A L S E  p E L I C A C Y ?" J »

W l N W O R T H .

You eternally oblige me, Madam — and j 
can novy take courage to tell you,that my happid 
r»eís, in a moft material degree, dependa upoc 
your Ladyíhip. /

Lady. B e t t y , . ,  _

On me, my Lord ? — Blefs me.í-
W l N W O R T H ,

- Yes,_ Madaqi? on your Ladyíhip.
Lady Be tt y . [afide.] B

Mrs. Harley was ríght, and I fhall fink \yk?|l 
confufion. ' ’ p

W l N W O R T H .  ■ f c

5Tis on this buíinefs, Madam, I have takenjfl 
the liberty of requefting the prefent interviewjp 

and asJ I ñnd your Ladyíhfp íq generouílyll 
ready ~

Lady Be t t y .
Why, my Lord, I muft eonfcís I fay, I%¿ 

muft acknowkdge, my Lord,'— that if your hap- & 
pinefs dependa uporí me — I íhould not beveryí^ 
much pleas’d to íee you miíerable* - i

W l N W O R T H .

Your Ladyíhip is benignity itfelf* but I 
want words to exprefs my fenfe of this obligación |L 
-— I fhall procec-d at once to my requeft, ñor S  
trefpafs upon your patience by an inefteétual con*? Sí 
pliment to your generofny, |£

|S
Lady Be t t y ,. jp,

l f  you pleafe, my Lord.
W l N W O R T H .

Then, Madam, my requeft Is, that I may ha\re 
your confent «—

mMs&s*;..
foagsí-sv--§Í§X:



* Lady B e t t y .

TThis is fo fuddeñ, my Lord ! ■—- fo unexpeftedl
W i n  w o r t  h ,

Why, Madam, it is ío *5 —r yet, if 1 cou’d but 
cngage your apquíefcence — I might ftill thinfe 
o f a doüble unión on the day whích makes m f  
couíin happy—

Lady B e t t y ,
My Lord — I really dpn’t know how to an- 

fwer : — Does’nt your Lordíhip think this is ra- 
¿her precipitating matters ?"

W l N W T Í Í ,
Np man, Madam, can be too fpeedy in pro^ 

moting his happipefs : -— If, therefqre, I mighfi 
prefuriíe tp hope fpr your concurrence— 1 woud’au 
altogether^

Lady B e t t y .
My concurrence, my L ord! ~  fince it is Tp 

cíientially necefíary to your peace I catinot refufe 
any longer* Your great merit wiU juítiíy fq ím* 
mediate a compliancé — and I fhall ftand excufed 
pf all. —

W in w o r t h .
Then, Madam* I don't defpair of the Lady*s

Lady B e t t y -,
My Lord ?

W in w o r t h *
I know your Ladyfhíp can eafily prevail upon 

her to overlook an immaterial punétilio, and 
therefore

Lady B e t t y ,
The Lady, my Lord ? *

W lN W O R T H í■ ■ i '  '*

A C O M E D Y, sg



W l N W O R - T H ,

Yes, Madam, Mifs Marchmont; íf fhe fin& 
tny addreffcs. fupported by your Ladyíhip, wilh 
£n all probabjlicyj be eafily induced to receke 
theni,. — and then, your Ladyíhip knows -—

Lady B jstty.
MiísMarchmont ! myLord ?

r "I?

WlNWORTHi
Yes, Madani, Mifs JMarchniont, ■— Since yoúr 

final difapprobation of thofc hopes whích 1 was 
once prcfpiriptuoirs enough to enterrain of calling 
your 'Ladyíhip mine, the anguiíh of a rejeéted 
paíiion has renderM me inconceivabiy wrerched, 
and I fee no way of mingating the feverity of my 
ütuationbut in the efleem of this amiable woman, 
who knows how tender]y I ha ve been atcached to 
you, and whofe goodneís wi]J induce her, 1 am 
well cQnvincpd, to alleviate, as much as poílibde, 
the greatneft o f  my difappointment.

Lady B e t t y ,
Your Lordíhip ís tmdoiibtedlv right in your opí4 

nion — and I am jnfinícely concernid ro rh¿¿ve 
Leen the invoíuntary caufe of uíieaíinefs to you   ̂
*— but Mifs Marchmpnt, my L o rd — íhe wilí 
meric your utmoft —

W l M W O R T H .
I kriow íhe will, Madam — and k  rejo ices me 

t o  fee you fo highly pleas’d with my intención.
Lady B e t t y *

D, I am quite delighted with ic F
¥-

W l N W O ' K T H /

I  knew l íhouldpleafe you by it* —

$ 0  F A L S E  B E L I C A  C V :



Lady B e t t y .

Youcaa’t imagine how you have pleas’d me !

W  í n w o r t h .

How noble ís thís goodnefs! — Then5 Matlam*
I may expeét your Ladyfhip will be my advócate ? 
—- The injuftice whieh fortune has done Mifs 
.Marehmont’s merit, obliges me tp. aft ,*with a 
double degreé of drcumfpe&ion % — for, when 
virtue is tinhappily plung’d into difficulties5 5ds 
entidad to an adicional fharé of veneración,

Lady Be t t y , fajde.}
How has my foily undone me 1

W l N W O R T H .

I will not trefpafs any longer upon your Lady^ 
íhip^s leifure, than juft to obíerve, that though I 
have folicited your friendíhip o'n thís occafion* I 
muít, neverthelefs, beg you will not be too much 
my friend, — I know Mifs Marchmont would 
make any facrifíce to obliga you j —. and if her 
gratítude fhould appear in the Jeaft concerned, ~  
This k  a nlce peine, my dear Lady Betty, and I 
muft not woun-d the peacé of any perfon’s bofom, 
to recover the tranquility of my owm J

Enttr Mrs, H a r ley5 whofpmks,
Well5 my dear, ís it all over ?

Lady Be t t y ,
It Ís all over Indeed, Emmy.

Mrs. H a r ley ,
Bmt why that forrowful tone — and melancholly 

gou riten anee í Muffc’nt I wiíh you joy ?

A  C O M  E D  Y v 31
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Lady Be t t y *

O, I am the rnofl: miíerablé woman in tlíé 
world ! ~  Would you believe it ?—- The buIL 
jñefs of fhis interview was to requefl: triy interdi irt 
bis favour with Mifs Márchmont*

Mrs¿ H  A R L E  Y.

Witli Mifs Marchmont [ Then there is nóf 
One atom of fiñcere affédlióñ iñ the univeríe.

Lady Be t t y .
As to thar, I have reafcn to think his feritF 

ments for me are as ténder as ever,
Mrs. H a r l e y .

He gives you a; pretty proof of his tenderneís* 
fruí y, when he aík;s your afiiftanee to niarry ano- 
ther womaii.

Lady ;
Had you but feen his confu fion* —

Mrs, H a rley .
He might weli be confufed, when, after courf* 

Ing you chele three years,^he cou’d think oíanos 
ther* and thát too at the very moment in which 
you were ready to objige him.

Lady B e t t y .
There has héen a fort of fataHty in the affkir 

—  and 1 am puniíli’d but too juftjy: ^ T h e  wo- 
man that wants canaour where íhe is addreís’d 
by a man of merír* wants a very effential virtue 5 
and íhe who can deíight in thé anxiéty of a wor- 
thy mincb is litrie to be pítiedl when íhe feels the 
fiiarpefl: ftings of anxiety in her own;

MrSí H aeleyj
But what do you intend to do with regard ta 

this extraordinary requefl: of Lord Winworth;—* 
wlU you really íuffer him to marry Mifs March 
moni ? L  i4y
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Lady Be t t Yí 

|  Why, what can I do ? If it was i tn proper for 
|  rne, befo re l knew any thing of bis defign in re- 
f gard to Mifs Marchmont, to infinyate the leaít 
| delire of hearing him agaín on the fubjedt of his 
¡I heart, ’tls doubly improper now, when I íee he 
í: has turn’d Jiis. thoughts on anot-her worrten, and 
} when this woman¿ befides} is ene of xny moft 
í valuable friends.

Mrs. H arléy
Web, Cotíráge Lady Betty ~  we are*iit yet in. 

¡ a deíperare fitua-tion — Mifs Marchmont leves 
yrou —as herielf~and woud5nt? Idare fey7 accepc 

¡ the ñrít man in the world, if ít gave yon the 
l leaft uneaünefs,^ FIL go to her theréfore thm 
f- ver y moment — tell her at once how the cafe is —* 
I and rny life for it, her oBJigauons to yoü ——

Lady' Be t t y *
{ Stay, Ernmy— I conjure you ftay— and as 
;; you valué my peace. of miad be for ever filent on 
$ this fubjeft, — Mifs Marchmont has no obliga- 
h tions tó me;—lince oür acquaintan.ee I have been 
t¿ the oníy perlón obligéd y] ÍHe has rgiven me a 

ppwer of fervmg the.worthieft young creature ín 
fc, th e ' worid, and fo far has Jaid me under the 
jg greateíf obligatiom
Sí Mrs. HAR LEY.
¡J; ' Why my dear—-—-

Lady' Be t t y .
But fuppofe 1 cculd be mean enough to think 

an apartment ín my heufe, a place in my chariotg 
a feat at my tafale, and a little. annuity in cafe of 
my deceafe, were obligatiÓns, when I continu- 
ally enjoy fnch a happinefs as her xríendfhip and 
her company. — Do you think they are obliga- 
tions which íhould make a woman of her fine

F fenfe*
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fenfe, rejeét the moft amiable man exifting, efpe- 

* cially in her circumftances, where he has the ad- ■ 
diríona] recommeodation of an elevated rank 
andan affiuent fortune: —- This t^ou’d be ex- 
adtífig intereñ: with a witnefs for trifies, and, 
inftead of hávang any lítele merk to claim from 
my behavlour to her, I fhou’d be the moft in­
exorable of a 11 ufurers.

Mrs* H a r l e y .
WelJ but fuppofe Mifs Marehmont íhou’d not 

Hke my Lord ?
Lady Be t t y .

Not like him —- why wiíl you fuppofe an itn-. 
poífibility ?

Mrs, H a r l e y ,
But let us fuppofe it for argument fake.

Lady E e t t y .
Why I cannot fay but it would pleafe me 

above all things : ~  For ftill, Emmy, I am a wo- 
man, and feel chis unexpeéted misfortune with 
the keeneft féníibility: — It kills me to think of 
his beíng another's, but if he muft, I wou’d ra* 
ther iee him her’s than .any woman*s in the uni- ♦ 
veríe, — But FI1 talk no more upon this fubjeft, 
kill I acquaint her with his propoíal; and yet, 
Enmiy, how íevere a trial muft I go through. * J

M rs. H  ARLE Y,
Ay, and you moft richly deferve it. [ExeuntíJ

E n d  o f  th e  fe c o n d  A c t ,
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A C T III.
£■i S C E N E' Lady Be t t y ’s Garden.
3Ll

|  Sir H arrv, Mifs R ivers and Sally crofs dt the 
|  head of the Jlage \ ColoncI R ivers ohferving thenu
i'
S R i v e r s .

I N clofe converfation with Sir Harry.this hálf 
hour, ac the remoteít par,c of the garden. —- 

( Why,' wbat am I to think of all this. — .Does^nt 
j íhe know I have refufed hito : — Does5nt fhéknow 
1 heríelf engaged to Sídney ? — There’s íomcthing 

mean and pitiful in fufpicion i — But ftiíi diere 
f is íomethincr diat alarios me in this af f a i r and 
; ivho knows how far the happinefs of my child 
! iñay be at fíake. ^  Women, after all, are íírange 
i things i — they have more feníe than we generally 

ailow therti-^ but they havealfo more vanity.— 
’Tís’nt for want of unde.rftanding they e n y ~  
bnt through an infatiafale love of ñattery. —- They 
know very weil when they,are eommittifig a 

: fault, but deftru&ion wears ío bewitching a fono,' 
that they rebel againffc the fenfe of théir pwn 
conviélion — and never trouble themfelves ahout 

. eonfequences tíll they are aftully luidofie* — But 
here they come, I donk like this líftening : —* 

i Yet the meannefs of the aétion rouft for once be 
jüftified by the neceílity.

i: [Retires behind a clump óf írees. ]
|  Enter Mifs R ivers, Sir H arry and Sally.
|  M i f s  R i v e  r s ;

|  Indeed, Sir Harry, you upbraíd roe very unjuíily, 
Jf — i feel the refufal which my father has given you 
jj leverely. — Neverthelefs 1 muífc not coníent to 
j f  you propofaí.-.—-■ A a  elopement wuu’d* I am fure*

' F  2 b r e a k
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-break his heart, — and a s  he is wholly ignorant § 
o f  m y  pardaíity for y o u .  — I  cannot accufe hir^ |  
o f  unkindnefs. í

R i v e e Sj behind* 1
So! ib! fo ! Vo! . . . .  1

Sir H a r r y . /  j
Whythen, my dear Mífs Fúvers, wcud’ntyoii ¡ 

give roe leave to nieruion the. prepofícíJiQn. witl\ ¡ 
whieh you honour nie to the oíd Genilemah ? |

R i v e’r's, ;• I
The oíd gen ciernan

„MÍÍS R l  Y E R S ,  'i |
Becaufe I was in hopes my íather would have: J 

Hfben’d ro your &pplication5 without putting me; 0 
íd the painful npcefíicy .of acknowledging my' p 
fentímcncs in your favour ; and becaufe I fear’d | 
that unlefs the application was approved,- on ac-: ■ 
count of itV.intriníic generofuy, chere was no-* í 
ik  i n g whieh cou5d poffibly work upon the firm n ef$ \ ■ 
ofhistemper¿

R iv e r s ,
Well íaíd daughter 1 b ^

Sally:
The firmnefs o f your fat;her5s temper, madam f 

— The obftinacy you íhou’d íay ! —  SirTIarrys 
as I live and breathes there ;s!nt fo obílinate3 
fo perverfe5 and ib peeviíh an oíd devil in alí
England.

R i v e r s , ;
ThankyoUj M rs. Sally.

M i f s  R i -y e r s .

Sally, I infift that wjien you fpeak of my 
father, you al#ays fpeak of him with refpeélv— 
JTis?íit your knowledge of fecrets which íhalljuftb 
fy chele freedoms 3—- for fwo-ifd rather e v e r v

i 5:
pSi

Ŝí
mm i

m
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rfúng was dífcovered this minute than hear him 
meiition’d wkh fc impudent a firniliarity by his 
fervants.

Sa l í  y.
Well Madam, I beg pardon —,but you know 

the Colone], where he pnce determines is never 
to be alter’d 5 *— fo that cali this fteadinefs of 
temper by what ñame yon pleafe*—’tís likely to 
make yoü miferable, unlefs you embrace the 
preíent opportunity, and go off, like a woman a t  
ípirii, with the objeít qí your affe£tions«

R iy  e r s.
What a damn5d jade ít i s !

Sir H a r r y .
Indeed, my dear Mifs Rivers, Sally advifes you 

like a true friend , — and I am fatisñed your own 
goqd fenfe mufi fecretly argüe on • her fide the 
queílion. — The only alternativo you have is to ñy 
and be happy — or ftay and be niiíerable: — You 
have yourfelfacknowledg?d niy ever adorable*^—

R iv e r s ',
O, damn your adorables !

Sir H a r r y .
I ¿ay, Madam, you have youríelf a'cknow- 

Iedg5d that there is no hope whatfoever of work- 
ing upon the Coioners tejidernefs by acquaindng 
him with our mutual affeétion : —* Qn the contra- 
ry kis likely that had he theieait íuípieion of my 
being honour’d wíth your regardf he wou’d drag 
you iiiftantly to his favourite Sidney, who is fo 
uttérly iníenfible of your merit, — and who, if 
he has a paffion for any body, iŝ  I aoi confident, 
devoted to Mifs Marchmoat. ■ , ^

R iv e r s ;



R i v e r s ,
’Why. what a íye lias the rafcal trtimpM up hercr 

againíl poor Sidney ?
Mifs* R i v e r s .

I>ear Sir Harry, what wou’d you have do f
RiVERS.

T h ere ! — H er dear Sir H arry !
Sir H a r r y .

M y ever adorable Mifs Rivers —,
R i ve r s*

N a, fhe carft íland thefe ever adorables*
Sir H arry*

This excefs of filial affeffion is extretnejy 
amíable■: — but it ought by no means to render 
yon forgetful of what i$ due to'yourfelf, —* Con-’ 
fider, Madam, if you have ’been trcáted with1 
tende.rntfs, you have repaid that tendernefs with 
dutys and have jfo far difcharged chis mighty 
ebiigation!

R í ve  r s.
Á pretty method of fettling aecounts truly 1 

Mifs R i v e r s .
Dorft, my dear Sir Harry, fpeak in this neg-• 

ligent manner of my father.
R i v e r s *

Rind creature!
Sir H a r r y *

v  ( * -

From what I have urg’d you muft fee, Madam, 1 

that though you are fo rcady to facrifice your peace 
íor your father, he fets a greater1 valué upon a n 
triñng prcmife than.upon your happineís : —

. Judge,

*8 F AL. S E D E L I C A C Y :
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judge, therefore* whether his repofe íhould be 
dearér to you, than your own *, and judge too 
whether to prevent the breach of his word, you 
íhau’d.vow eternal tendernefs to a man.you muft 
eternally deteft, and viólate even your veracity 
to kíll the óbjé£t of your love ?

Mifs R i v e r s ,
Good heav’n, whatihall I do¿

S a l l y .
Do — Madam —v go ofF to be ñire*

R l  V E  R S ,

FU wring that huffey’s head ©fF.
Sir H a r r v ,

On my knees, Madam, Jet me beg you wlíi 
•onfuít your own happinefs, and¿ in your own, the 
happinefs of your fathen

Rl  VER S*
Ay, now he kneels, Stis all oven 

Sir H arry.
The Colonel, Madam, has jgreat feníibilfty, 

and the confcioufnefs that he himfelf has.been 
the caufe of your unhappinefs will ñll him wich 
endlefs regret: — Whereas, by eícaping with me, 
the cafe will be utterly otherwife. — When he fees 
we are infeparably United, and hears with how 
unabating an aífiduicy I labour to meric the 
bleffing of your hand, a líttle time wiíl neceíTáríly 
make us friends y and I have ’ great hopes that 
before the end of three months we íhall be the 
favourites of the whole-family.

R i v i r s .
Yqu’ÍI he curfedly miftaken though. ~

Sif



- Sir H AR R Y* • '
Butfpeak, my dear Mifs Rivers — fpeak aric 

pronounce my face,
Mlfs R l V E R S i

Sir Harry yóu. have convincéd me* —-
R i ve rs .

A y, I knew he wóu5d,‘ —
Mifs R í v e r s V

A nd províded you hére giVe me a folemn aflu­
ían ce, that the momenc we are married, you \viíí 
employ every poflible method of effe&ing a recon- 
ciliation —

Sir B ar r y ,
You confent to go off with me the firft oppor- 

tunity.— a thoufand -thank-s, my Angel, for this ge­
neróos condefceníion, — and when —

Mifs R i v e r s . .
There is no occaíion for pcofeffions, Sir Harry, 

— 1 rely implicitly on your tendersefs and your 
honour. -—

S  A LL Yi
Dear Madam, you have rranlported your pbor 

Saliy-by this noble refolution.
R i v e r s*

I daré fay íhe has —  but I írsay chance to cooí 
your tranfport in a horfe-pond. —

Míís R i v e r s *
I am oblíged to you, Sally, for the pare you take 

in nry affairs, and I purpofe that you fnall be the 
companion of, my fl-ight.

• S a l l y . - - - - *
Shall I, Madam !■— you-are too good— and I 

am Torear íhoud’nc like to live in-my oid mafter^ 
houfe, when you are out of the fainily.

R ivers
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R i v e r s .

X)on5£ be lineafy ori that account*
Sir H a r k y .

Sufíer me now7 my dear Mifs Rivérsj fince yod 
have been thus genercufly kíhd5 to inform you 
that a coach and íix v?i!I ready punítually at 
ewelve, at the fidé of the lítele paddóck at the back 
of Lady Betcy’s garden. — There’s a clofe walk, 
you know from the garden to the place, and Til 
meet you at the fpot to conduft you to the coach.

Mifs R i v e r s .
Well, I am ftrángfcly apprehenfive5— but TU 

be there. — However, Vis now high time for us 
to feparate, — my father*s eyes are generally every 
where — and I am impatient fince it is. determin­
ad — tili our defign is executed,

R i t  ¿ rs ,
*

0 5 I don*t in the leaíl doubt it, —
Sir H a r r y ,

5TÍI1 twelve then fareweli my charmér.
Mifs R iv e r s .

You do what you will with me, —
SjLxeunt feparaiely.

R i v e r s  comes forward.
You do what you will with me ! Why what a 

fool, what an idíot was I * —  ever to fuppofe I had 
á daughter. — From the momear of her birth —■ 
to this curfed hour, 1 have labour’ds I have toiFcí 
for happinefs5 and nbw, 'when í rancy’d myfelf 
fure oT her tend’reft aífeñion, íhe cafts me off for 
ever. — By and by, ~  I fhall have thís fellow 
at my feet* entreating my forgivenefs, and the 
world will íhink me an unfeelíng monfter, if L 
donJf  #give him my eftate as a reward for having 
blaííed my deareft expeétations,—>The worl^

G wiií



will think it ftrange that I íhóu’d not promote hi$ 
felicity, becaufe he has utterly deftroyed mine \ 
and my dutiful daughter will be furprized if the 
tender des of nature are not ílridlly regarded in 
my  conduét, though íhe has violated the rpoft 
facred ofthem all in her own. —- Death and hell ! 
who wouJd be á father ? — There ís yet one way 
léft, — and, if  that fails, -— why, I never had - a

4 »  F A L S E D E  L Í C  A C Y:

daughter.
\

The  S C E N  E  changes to an Apartment* 
Ent'ez Mifs M a r c h mo n t  and C e c i l.

Mifs M a r c h m o n t ,
Nay, now Sir I muft tax you with unkincL 

nefs, '■*— know íbmething that may poílibly be óf 
confequence to my welfare, —-and yet decline to 
tell me ! — Is this con ¿liten t with the ufual friend- 
fhip which I have met with from Mr. Cecii ?

C e c i l.
Look’ye, Hortenfxa, ’tis becaufe I fet a very 

great valué on your efteem thatl ñnd this unwilL 
ingnefs to explain inyíelf- '

Mifs M a^ c h mo mt ,
Indeed, Sir, you grow every moment more and 

iriQre xnyíterious. —■
C £ c i l .

W eli then, Hortenfia, if I thought you woud’ñt 
be offended — I -—

M ili M a r c h m o n t , <
I am fure, Sir, you will never fay any thing to i 

give me a re afon a ble caufe of offence. <— I know ; 
your kindnefs for me too welk Sin — ^

C e gi l /  M
Where ís the need of Sirring me at every word ? 

“  I defire you will lay afide this ceremony, and
tréat

i
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¿ treat me with the faene freedom yon do every body 
t dfe, — theíe Sirs are ío coid, and ib diítant» —
; Mifs M a RCH,MON T.
J Indeed Sir, I can’t ío eafily lay afíde my reSpzik 
¡ as you imagine, fcr I have longconfidered you as 
f a father.

.' C e c i l.
As a father! — but thafs a light in wfeich I 

i don’t want to be confiderkh — As a father in* 
; deed, — O flie?s likely to thirtk me a proper huf» 

band for her, I can fee that already. [afiáé\
Mifs M a u c h m o n t .

Why not Sir ? — your years* -— yotir fríendfhip 
for my fatherf and your partiaixty for me, fufE- 

; ciently jnftify the propríety of my epithet, - -
^Ce c ’íl , '{afideJ\

My years í — Yes, I thought my years woüld 
; be an invincible obítacle,

Mifs M a r c h m o n t .
But pray Sir, —- to the buünefs opon whieh 

: you wanted to fpeak with mé: — You don5t con- 
; íider I am all this time upan the rack cf" my 
| íex's curioíity, —- 
j C e c i l ,y
> Why then, ’Hortenfia, —~ I will proceed to the 
? bu finéis —• and aík you, in one word, ---  if you 
i have any diíinclination to be married ?
f Miís M a r c h mo n t ,

This is proeeedíng to buuneís indeed Sir, — 
but ha - -- ha --- ha I pray who have you dtñgned 

I .me as a huíband f * • -
Ce c í e ,

Why what do you think. o f a man ahoutmy

R ' ■ ®L
pfí - 
ffiKT
f eplÉí



Mifs M auchmont .
D f your age Sir ?

Ce c i l*
Yes, of my age, —

Mifs Mar chmont ,
Why, Sir, what wou’d you advife me to think 

p f him ?
Ce c i l *

That is’nt rhe queftion, for all your arch fig- 
pificance of manner, Madam*

Mifs M a r h m o n t .
O  I am fure you wou’d never recommend hirq 

to me as a hufband Sir,
♦ ■ - 1 i

Ce c i l .
---  So! --- and why noc pray ?

Mifs M archmont .
Becaufe I am fure you have too great a regard 

for rne.
C e c i l .

She gives me rare encouragement. \afidf\ — But 
do you imagine it imponible for fuch a huíband 
to love you very tenderly ?

Mifs M arch mo nt*
No — Sir, — But do you imagine it pofíihlc 

for me to love him very tenderly. — You fee I 
have caught your own franknefs Sir, — - and an- 
fvyer with as rnuch eafe as you queílion me,

C e c i l . \$JideJ\
How lucky it was that I did not open myfelf 

direñly to her. — O ! I íhould have been moft 
purely contemptible,
? Mifs
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■Mifs M archmont ,

But pray, Sir, ~  háve you, in reality, any 
meaning by thefe queílions ? — Is t'here a&ually 
any body who has fpoken to  you on my account ?

C e c i L.
Hortenfia, there is a fellow, a very fooliíh fel- 

íow, for whom I have Tome valué, that entertains 
¿he fmcereft affe&ion for you.

Mifs M ar CHMOFT,
Then, indeed, Sir, I am very unhappy, — fot 

I cannot encourage the addrefíes of any body,
C e c i l .

No ?
Mifs M archmgéft.

O, Sir ! 1 had but two friends in the world, — 
ypurfdf and Lady Betty, ~ a n d l  am, w.ith juftice 
¿pprehenfive that neither will confider me loqg 
with any degree of regard, —* Lady Betty has a 
propofai from Lord Winworth of the fame naturc 
with yours, in which I fear íhe will íirongly ín- 
tereít herfelf, -— and I muft be under the painful 
neceffity of difobliging you both, from an utter 
impoíiibilky of llftening to either of your recom- 
mendatíons.

C e c i l ,
I tell you, Hortenfia, not to alarm yourfdf.

Mifs M a r c h m o n t .
Dear Sir, I have always confidered you wkh 

reverence, and it would make me inconceivably 
wretched ífyou imagin’d I was aéluated upon this 
©ccafion by any ridiculous fingularity of fenri- 
ment. — I wou’d do much to pleafe you, — and I 
fcarcely know what I fhould refufe to Lady Betty’s

requeft ;



requeft ; — but, Sir, though it ¿iftrefíés me ex- 
ceedingly to diícover it,. — I muít tdl you I have 
BOt a heait to diípoíe of.

C e c Jlr-l
H ow ?s this ?'

Mifs M archmoñt .
A t the fametime, I muít however, tell you, 

that my affeétions are fopladd as to make it wholly 
impoilible for me ever to change my íkuation. —- 
This acknowledgment of a prepofiefíian, Sir, may 
be inconfiílent with the nice referve whicb is proper 
fbr my fex, — but it is neeeífary to juflify me in a 
cafe where my gratitude might be reaíonabiy fuf- 
pecfeed, and when I recolleót to whom it is ínade, 1  
Jiope it will be doubly emitled to an excufe,

C e c i L,
Y our candour, Horf enfía, needs no apology, 

— but as you have trufted me thus far with your 
fecret, — rmy’nt í know why you can have no 
profpedfc of heing United to the objedt of your 
aífeftions ?

Mifs M arch-mo nt ,
Beeaufe, Sir5 he is engaged to a moít deferv- 

ing young lady, and will be married to her in a 
few days : — In fhort, Mr, Sidney is the Man 
for whom I entertain this fecret partiality: ;— You 
fee¿ therefore, that my partiality is hopelefs, <— 
but you fee, at the íame time, "how utierly im- 
proper it would be for me to give a lifelefs hand 
to another while he is cntirely mafler of my af­
feétions, ~  It would’be a jjieannefs of which I 
think iuyfelf incapable, and I íhould fce quite un- 
worthy the honour of any deferving hand, íf, cir- 
cumñancsd in this manner, I could bafeiy ftoop to 
accept it* , CecilI
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C E C I L,
Yon intereíl me ftrangely in your ftory, Hor- 

•confia : — Rut has Sídney any idea ? —
Mifs M a r c h m o n t ,

None in the leaft,— Before the match wíth 
Mifs Rivers was ín agítation he made addrejfíes t® 
me, though privately $ and, I ímift-own, hís ten- 
dernefs, joiidd to hís good quaüues, foon gave me 
irripreííions ín his favoun — But, Sir, I was a poor 
orphan, wholly dépendant upon the generoíity 6 f  
others, and he was a younger brother of $  fa* 
inily, great in hís birth, but contradled in his 
circumfta-nces. — What cou?d I do ? •— It was not 
in my power to make his fortune,*— and I liad too 
imich pude, or too much affedfcion, to thínk o£ 
deílroying it.

C e c i l .
You are a good girl, — a very good gir l ; — 

but furely íf Lady Betry knows any thíng of this 
matter there can be no danger of hcr recommend- 
ing Lord Winworth fo earneftiy to your arcén- 
íion. —

Mifs M a r c h m o n t .
There, Sir, is my principie mísfortune, ~  

Lady Betty is, of all perfons, the leaft proper 
to be made acquainted with it, — Her heart is 
ín the marriage between Mifs Rivers and Mr. 
Sidney and, had fhe the leaft idea of my f e n t b  
tíments for him, or ofhis inclination for me, I ara 
pofitive it would immedíately fruftrate the match.
-— On this account, Sir, I llave carefull-y con- 
eealed thé fecret of my wifhes, — and, on this 
.account, I muft ftíll continué to conceal it. — 
My heart Ihall -break before it íhall be worthkfs ;

—* and
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and I íhould deteft myfelf fof ever if I was ca- 
pable of eftajblifhing my own peace at the expence. 
©f my ben¿fa£trefs?s firft wiíh3 and the deliré of 
her whole famíly.

C ec i l,
Zoünds, what can be the matter with my 

evos ! —
Miís M a r c h mo n t .

M y life was mark’d out earjy by calamity, — 
and the firft light I beheld was purchas?d with the 
Ms o f a mother.:—- The grave íhátehed away the 
beít o f fathers juft as I carne to know the valué 
©f fuch a bleffing ; — and had’nt it been for the 
exalted goodnefs of others, I, who once expe- 
nierrc’d the unfpeakable pleaíure of relie vi ng the 
neceíHtous, had myfelf, perhaps, feit the imme- 
diate want of bread — and íhall I ungratefully 
iling the bofom which has thus benevolently 
riienfihed me ? — Shali I bafely wouñd the peace 
©f thofe who have refcu’d. me from defpair, ~  
and ftab at their tranquility in the very moment 
tfiey honour me with proteébion ? — O, Mr. 
Cecil ! they deferve every facrifice which I cail 
malee. — May the benignara hand of Providence 
fhower endlefs happinefs upon their heads, and 
may the fweets of a ftill-encrcafing felicity be 
their porción* whatever becomes of me!

C e c i l .
Hortenfia, •— l can’t ftay with you. — My eyes 

areexcecdingly painful of late ; — what the devil 
can be the matter with them ? -— Buc, let me tett 
you befóte I go, that you (hall be happy after a ll; 
“ that you Ihall* I promiíe you i bm I feé 
Lady Betty comino; this wav — and I cannot en- 
^er into explanaban ss —- . yet? do- you hear¿—

don’G



don’c fuppofe I am aogry .wUh you for refufing my 
fríen d, — don5t íuppofe fnch a thing, 1 cíiarge 
youy — for he has too müchpride to forcé hirn- 
felf opon añy tom an, and too; m.uch humanicy to 
makeany woman rniíe rabie,— He is be fi.de s a ve;y 
fooliíh féllowj and it does’nt fignify —

Enter L á d v  B e t t  y„
Lady B.e t t y . t

Well, my dear Horteníia, I árp come ;ágai;n to 
aík yod fchat you think of Lord Wióworth. ^  
We were interrupted .be&re, — and J w,an;t? 
as foon as poffibíe, for the re a fon 1. hinte.d, t& 
Jcnow yoür real Opinión of -him.

Mifs M archmont .
You havé long know.n my real op.inio.n -of him¿ 

Lady Eetty, — You know I .always .thought ;him 
a very ami able man*

- Lady B e t t y . [witfa inipatimce.J
X)o you think him an amiable man.?

Mifs M a r c h m o n t .
T'he wholé w prld-thinksas I do in ,chis te íp.e.cl:¿̂ ~ 

y e t,---- -
Lady Be t t y .

Ay, íhe Joves‘him, ’cisplain^ and the re is no 
hope after this deciaration- JJis Lord-
íliíp meríts your gcod opinión, I aífure yo:u Mds 
Márchmonu

Mifs M a r c h m on t# f af:áe?\
Yes, I íee bv this'ceremony that/lie is offkndcd 

athny cocinéis to thc propofal.
LadjMSETT v.

í  ■hav'e hinted to yon, Mifs Marchmont, fhát 
■my Lord requcited I would cxerc my Hale .inrer.eft 
wklh you irí his Livomc
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F A L S E  ’D E L I C A C Y :
Mifs M a r c h m o n t ,

T h e  little intereñ your Ladyfhip has wkh me*
— the little intereíL

Lady B e t t y ,
D on’tbe difpleafed with me, my dear Harten- 

fia, - - - I  know my intereft with you is confiderable. 
I know you love me,

M ifs  M a r c h m o n t .
I would facrifice my life for you, Lady Betty : 

For what had that life been without your gene- 
rofity — ?

Lady B e t t y .

ir  you lo Ye me, Hortenfia, never mention any 
thing of this nature.

Mifs M a r c h m o n t ,
You are too good. —„ „ w

Lady Be t t y ,
B utto my Lord Winworth. ™ He has earneftly 

requefted I ,would become his advócate with you.
— H e has entirely got the better of his former 
attachments, and there can be no doubt of his 
makíng you sn excellent huíband.

Mifs M archmont .
H is Lordfhip does me infinite honour, ~  never- 

thelefs —
Lady B e t t y , [e&gerly.'] 

Neverthekfs, what my dear ?
Mifs M ar c h mo n t ,

I fay, dotwichftanding, L thínk myfelf highly 
honour’d by his fentiments in my favour*, — ’tis 
utterly imppífible for me to return his aíFeftiom

Lady



Lady Be t t y , {furprized^
Imponible for you to return his affection!

Mifs M archmont . [afide.']
I knew what an intereft fhe wou’d take in th'is 

affa-ir. .
Lady Be t t y .

And do you really fay you can’t give him a fa- 
yourable anfwer ? — How fortúnate ! \afidz,]

Mifs M archmont .
I do, my dearLady Betty,—I can honour, I can 

reverence him,— butl  cannotfeel that tendernefs 
for his perfon which I imagine to be necelíary both 
íor his happinefs and my own.

Lady B ETT Y.
Upon my word, my dear, you are extremely 

dífficult in your cholee, and if Lord Winworth 
is not capable.of infpiring you with tendernefs —
I don?t know who is likely to fucceed *, for, in 
my Opinión, there is not a man in England. poíTeL 
fed of more perfonal accomplifhinents.

Mifs M a r c h m o n t .
. And yet, great as thefe accomplifhments are, my 

dear Lady Betty, they never excited yoqr ten- 
nefs, —p-

Lady Be t t y ,
Why, all this is very true, my dear, — but* 

though I feit no tendernefs, — yet I — to be fure,
I — that ís — I fay, neverthelefs. — This is be- 
yond my hopes. [afide.],

Mifs M a r c h mo n t . [afije.*]
She?s diftrefs’d that I decline the propofal. —■ 

Her friendíhip for us both is generoufly warm* —  
and íhe imagines I am equally infeníible to hís 
meric, and my own intereft.

H  a
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Lady Be t t y .
\VeIl, my dear, ,i ice your emotion -'—and I . 

Lea; mi y be g yo' ó r p a rd ó a ib r í a y i n g ib' ni u c h. —- 
I íhould be inéxpreífibiy concern’d if I ehought 
yolí m acle any facrifice on chis occafioir tro me. — 
My Lord, tobe fu re, poííeíTes a ver y high placer: 
in: my eíteem, — but -—

‘Mifs M a r c u m o n t ,
Dear Lady Bétty, whan can I do ? — I fee you 

aire ofiended with me, — and yet—■
L,ady Be t t y .

I ofiended with yon, my dear ! —- far from it ¿ 
t co minen d your refolution extremely, fince my 
Lord is not a man to your tafte. — Ofiended with 
you i why íhould I take rhe liberey to be ofiended 
wkh yon ? ~  A preíumption of that rrature —

Mifs M a r c h m o n t . <
índeed, Lady Bptty, this affair maíces me very 

unhappy.
Lady Be t t y .

Indeed, my dear, you talk very ílrangely -s -— fo 
far from bejng íbrry that you have refus’d my Lord 
—-I am pleas’d, — infiniteJy pleas’d, — that is, 
fince he vvas not agreeable to you. ■— Be faúsfied. 
your acceptance of him would have given me no 
pl’eafure in che world5— I afiure you it wou’d’nt, 
— on the contrary, as matters are fituated, I 
wouVfnt for the world have you give hím the" 
fmallcft encóüragernent. ‘ [Ex//.]

M1 fs M ARCKMONT. [alone,]
VI lee íhe?s greatly dííappointed at my refufal of 

an ofier ib highly to my advantage, — I fee, 
moreover, íjic’s gnev’d that his Lordfhip íhould

meet



>

■jneei with a fecond repulfe, and from a quarter 
too, where the generoíity ol his propofal might 
be reafonably expeéted to promiíe it fuccefs. 
How furpriz’d' íhe feem5d when I told her he 
eou’d’nt - make ári imprefíxon on my heart, and 
how eagerly fhe endeayour’d to convince me that 
Jhe was pleas’d with my condud: j not confidering 
that this very eagernefs was a manifeft proof of 
her diíTatisfaáiion. — She is more interefted in tfris 
affair than I even thought íhe wóuld be, —* and I 
íhould be eompletely miferable if íhe cou'd fuípeéfc 
me of ingratimde. — As íhe was fo zealous for 
the match I wascertainly to blame imdeclining iñ 
— 3Tis not yets however, too late, ~  She has beea 
a thoufand parents to me, and I wíll not regard 
my own wiíhes, when they are any way oppoíita 
to her inciinatíons, — PoorMr, Cecil! — Make 
me happy after all ! — How ? ~  Ímpoífible! — 
for I was bom to nothing but misfortune* —1 ■ W . ^
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A  C  T  I V,

S t C E N E  an jipartm ent at luady B b t t y 's
Houje.

%nter Lady B e t t y  and, Mrs. H a r l e v , 

Lady B e t t y *
T F IU  S far, my dear Erniny, there Is a 

gleam of hope. <— She determinecl, pofi- 
tiveiy determined, againíl my Lord : — And 
even íufpe&ed fo little of my partiality fnr him, 
that fhe appeared under the greareft anxiety lcft 
I íbould be offended wim her refufing him : 
And yer, ¿hall I own my folly to you ?

Mrs, H a r l e y .
Pray do, my dear ■ — you’ll fcarcely believe 

il,-— but I have follies of my own fometimes*
L*ady Be t t y .

Why you quite furprize me !
Mrs, H a r l e y *̂

5Tís very true for aü 'th a t/— But to your 
buíineís.

Lady B e t t y ,
Why then, greatly as 1 dreaded her appro- 

bation of the propofal, — I was fecrerly hurt ac 
her inLnfibilicy to the per fon al attra&ions of his 
Lordíhip. *

" Mrs. H a r l e y ,
I  don’t doufat, it my dear. — We think all the 

wbrld íhould love what we are in love vmh 
ourfelves,
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Lady Be t t y ,
Tour are right. — And thoiigh I was happy to 

find her refolurion fo agreeable to my wifhesy my 
pricte was not a líale piqu’d to' find it poffible For 
her to refufe a man upon whom I had fo ardently 
plac’d my own affeétioru — The furprize whích 
I felt on this account threw a warmth mto,my 
expreífions, and made the generoua girl appre- 
Jhenfive that 1 was ofFended with her,

Mrs. H  arle y,
. Wel], this is a ílrange world welive in. — That 

a woman wíthoiit a íhílling íhou*d refufe an Earl 
with a fine perfon, and a great eftate is the molt 
furprizing afiFaír I ever heard of, — Perhaps, Lady 
Betty5 my Lord may take ít in hisheadtogó 
round the family : — If  he íhould, my tura is 
next, and, I alTure you, he fhall meet with a 
very difFerent reception.

Lady B ett y.
Then you wou’d’nt be cruel, Emmy!

Mrs. H a r l e v.
Why no ) —• Not very cruel, —  I might gíve 

myfeif a few airs at firft. — I might bluíh a lial£, 
and look down, —* Wonder what he cou7d find. in 
me to attraft his attention : —■ Then pulling up 
my head, with a tofs of difdain, — defire him, if 
ever he fpoke to me on that fubjeft again,----—

Lady Bett  y,
W e l l !

Mrs, H a r l e y .
T o  have a licence in his pqcket, — thaPs all.— 

I would malee fu re work of it at once, and lea ve it 
to your elevated minds to deal in delátate abfur- 
dities. — But I have a lítele anecdote for yon,

which
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which proves beyoñd i  doübt that you are as 
tnitch as evérin pofíefíion of Lord Winworthfe 
affeétion.

Lady B e t t y .

W hat is it¿ my déar Emtíi'y ?
; Mrs. H arl e y .

W hy about an hour ago, my woman, it leems, 
and Arnold, my Lord’s man, had a little coa- 
verfation on this unexpe&ed propofd to Mí fe 
Marehmont * ¡n whicli Arnold faid,— Ne%rer 
*e teil me  of yóur Mifs -Marchmonts, Mrs* Nelfon; 
& between ourfelyes —but lee it go no farther—
■¿̂ Lady Betty fe ftilí the woman, and a fweet crea- 
obture ¿fhe is, that’s the truth onh, but a linio 

fantaíUcal, and doesn’tknow her own miríd-^
Lady B e t t y .

Til aíTure you ! Why Mr. Arnold is a wit# 
Mrs. H arT e y .

W ell, but hear bírn óut*: *— ¿í Mrs. Nelfon,,- 5 
“  know as much of my Lord's mind as any 
í£ body lee him mary .whom he picales, htdii 
íe never be rightly happy but with her Ladyíhrp ; 
“  and l ?d gívé a hundred guineas, with ¿11 my 
ct foul5 ¡that it cou3d be a match.51 — Theíe Neí- 
fon tells me were his very words. — Arnold isan 
intelligcnt fellow, .and much in the coníklenee of 
his mafter.

*

Lady Be t t y .
Xndeed I alway-s thought my Lord happy :ñ fa 

excelJem: a fervant. ■— This inte! i i ge me *is worrm 
á world, my .dear Emrny — —

Enter Mus M arci lmont,
¡M-ils M a i í c h mo í í t ,

! Lave Leen loukíng for yüUrLadyfñip.
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;; C Q , Y , ■
Lady.. B e t t -y *.

Masre-.yDU any;ihing partícula^ my dear- Kor*
tenfia ? ■— But wh-y th-at gloqrn upen your fea- 
tures ? — What gires yem uqeafmefs, my fweet 
girí ? Speak, and, malee me happy b.y faying ít; is 
in my pqwer to oblige you.

, M i  fe M a r  c h m  o  n t -
5Tls J n  your power, my dea r Lady Betfy, tó 

oblige me highly — by forgiving che ungrateful 
difregárd which l  jiiít rioiv íhew’d to your recome 
mendatien cf Lord Winworth.

Mrs. H  a r l e  y .
New will I be bang'd if ílie does notundo eyer^ 

tluqg by a fre& íirüke of delicacy*
Lady B e t t  y ,

My tiear!
M i  fe M a r c h m o h  t *

A nd by informing bis Lordfbip that I am ready 
tú pay a proper obedience to your commands>

Mrs. H  arle y. [afide.]
0  the devil take thiselevation of fentimentí
- . . . Lady. B ETT.Y*
A proper obedience to my commahds my dear-J 

I  really don’t underítand you.
Mife M a r c h m O'N.t , " .

1 fee how generouüy you are con cerned 5 for
fear 1 fhou’d, upen this cccaGan* offer violen ce to 
my inclination : — But, Lady Betty, I íhou’d bf 
infinitely more diftrefe’d by the fnValieít a£l of 
Ingratkude to you, thañ by any cther misípr- 
tune. — I am therefore ready, ím obedience- to 
your wiíhes* to accept of bis Lordíhtp, and if 1 
can3t make bina a fond wife7 Iv d lb  at leaít* 
jnake him a dutiful one. - - .. ^
■ v . I  M?



Mrs, H arley . \fJiíeJ\
Now hcr delícacy is willíng to be miferableJ

Lady Betty .
HovV cou*d you ever imagine, my dear Hortenr 

fia, that yoiir reje&ion of Lord Winworth cou*d 
pofíibly give me the ftnalleft offence ? — I have a 
great regard for hís Lordíhlp ’tis true, buc I have a 
great regard for you alfoj and wou5d by no means 
wiíh to fee his happineís promoted at your ex- 
pence ¿ *— think of him therefore no more, and be 
áflur*d you obiige me in an infinítely hígher 
degree by refufing than aceeptíng him*

Mífs M arch m o nt .
T he jmórc I fee your Ladyfhip’s tendernefs and 

delicacy, the more I fee k  neceflary to give an 
affirmatíve toLord Winworth’s propofal. —> Your 
generoíity muft not get the better of my gratkude,

Mrs, H a r l e y .
Díd ever two fbols plague one anpther fe hear- 

tiiy with their delícacy and fentiment ? -—
Dear Lady Betty, why don’t you deal candidíy with 
her ? -----

Lady Be t t y ,
H er happinefs makes it neceflary now, and I 

wilL
Mrs* H a r l e y *

Ay, there’s fome fenfe in this.
Lady B e t t y ,

Your uncommon generófity, my dear Hortení 
flá, has led you into an error ——

Mífs M arch m o n t ,
Not in the leaft, Lady Betty,

Lady Be t t v ,
Still, Hortenfla, you are running ínto very 

great miftakes. —  My efteem for Lord Winworth, 
Jet me ngw td l you ^ —■ * £njptj
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E n i e r  W i n w o u t h í

W lN W O R T H ,

Ladies, your rnoft obedient! — As I enterad» 
Lady Betty, I heard you pronounce my ñame : -— 
May I prefume to afk, if you were talkihg to 
Mifs Marchmont on the buñnefs I took tbe libera 
ty of communlcating to you thís morning ?

Mrs. H a u e y , \aftded\
Ay, now it’s all over I fee*

Lady Be tty .
 ̂ Why, to be candid, ruy* Lord, I have mea- 

tioned your propofal ——
W I N  W O RTIÍ¿

Well, my dear Mifs Marchmont, and may I 
flatter myfelf that Lady Betty’s interpofixión wiH 
induce you to be propitíous to my hopes ? — The 
heart now offer*d to you, Madam, ís a grateful 

i one, and will retain an eternal fenfe of your good* 
nefs* —  Speak, therefore, my dear MHs Marcha 
mont3 and kindly fay you condefcend to accept it*

Mrs. H a rlE7, [afide.]
j So^here will be a comfortable piece of worlc— 

Pli e’en retire and leave them to the confequences 
of theír ridiculous delicacy. [£#//,}

Mifs M archm ont .
I know not what to fay, my Lord, — you have 

honoured me, greatly honoured me — but Lady 
Betty will acquaint youwith my determinación,—

Lady B e tt y ,
I a cq u a in t h im  m y d ear— fu re ly  y o u  are y o u r fe if  

the tnoft p ro p e r  Co— I íh a ll ru n  díftradted— [afide}
I % Mi&
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Mifs M archmont.
Indeed ruad a ni I carft fpeak to his lordíhip 

Ón this íabjeél.
Ladv B e t t y .*

A nd í  afííire you, Hárten fia, 3tis a fubjeft 
Vpon which I do not chufe to enter*

Lord W inwos-THé
If  you had a kind anfwer from Mifs March- 

mont, Lady Betty, i aña dure yon w-ould eriter 
upon tt readíly : — But I fee her reply verv clear- 
]y in your reluctante to acquáiht me wkh it.— ~

Mifs M archmont.
LW hy Madam will you forcé me to ---- -

Lady Be t t y .
. And why Hortenfia ? — What am I going to 
fay ■? —  [afided]

r Lord WIMWORTH.
ÍDón’t, my idear Ladies, fuffér me to diftrefs you 

¿n'y longer* — to your friendíhip,'Madam, I am 
¿s muc'h indebted [addreffing himfdf to Lady Betty 
as if I had been íiiccdsíúl, <— and I íincerely 
wifh Mifs Marchiiiont that happinéís wkh‘ a more 
dderving man, which I find it ímpoílible íbr her 
to confer on me, Cg^g-}

* Lady Betty . [aftde*]
Nov/1 have fome hope.—=—

"Mifs JÍA'RCH'MONT. •
■ -My - Lord I > en tré&t you r ftay. — —►

Lady Be t t y ,
X)on?t cali bis Lord(hip baek W f  de'ar, it will 

LaYe odd a fea ran  ce*

E n tw

So- F A h'S r ' DE I F I CA C Y :
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E n u r  Lord W in.worth.
Mifs M ár-c hmont.

He is come back. — And I muft tell hím what 
your üñwillingnefs to xnñuence my inclinations* 
makes you decline.

Lofd WlNWORTH.
Your commands Madanv-----

Lady Be t t y . [afiele,]
N,ow I am undone again !

Mifs M ARCHMON
I am in fuch. a fituarion my Lord that I can 

fcarcely proceed^Lady Betty is cruelly kind to. 
me — but as I know her wifhes— —

Lady Betty .
My wííbes, Mifs Marchmontl -— indeed my 

dear tfiere is fuch a miftake.—
Mifs M archm ont. -

There is no miftaking, your Ladyíhip5s gooeL 
neis, you are íearfui to direCt my refolution^and 
1 ihould be unkind to diftrefs your fríendíhip any 
longer.

* Lady Betty .
You do diflrefs me iadeed Mifs Marchmont

\balf afide and fighlng^\
Lord W inw orth .

1 am all expectación, Madam! ~ - ,
Mifs M archm ont,

I am compeird by gratitude to both, and front 
afifeétion to my dear Lady Betty, to break 
throughthe comníonforms impos’d on our fex,and 
to declare that I have no will but her Ladyfhip5s*

Lady Betty ,
Tiys is fo provoking, [afideJ]»

L qi4
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Lord W tn-woxí.th.

Ten thoufand thanks for this condefcending 
goodnefs, M adam— a goodnefs wh-ich is additi- 
onally dear to  me, as the refuk of your deternii- 
sation i$ pronounc’d by your own lips.

Mifs M a r c h m o n t ,
Well, Lady Betty, I hope I have anfwer* d your 

Wífhes now.s _
Lady B etty .

Tou cannot conceive how fenfibly I am touch*d 
with your behavíour my dear.

Mifs M a rch m o n t .
Tou feel too much for me Lady Betty.— — 

Lady B etty*
Why I do feel íomething my dear— this un- 

e&peóted event has filTd my heart — and I am 
a little agitated. — But come, my dear, let us now 
go to the eompany.

Mifs M archm ont .
How generouíly, Madam, do you intereftyour- 

felf for my welfare !
Lord ' W i n w 'Or t h .

And for the welfare of  all her friends :
Lady Betty*

Your Lordñúp is too good.s------
Lord W in w o r t h »

But the bufinefs of her life is to promote the 
happinéfs of others, and íhe is conftantíy rewarded 
ín the exercife of her own benignity.

Lady Be t t y .
You can* t imagine hqw I am rewarded upon the 

jprefent occafion I affure your Lordíhip*
{Exemtf\

. SCENB
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S C E N E  the Paddock behinelL ady Be t t y ’s
Garden ̂

Enter Mifs R ivers and. Sally ,
S ally ,

Bear Madam donft terrify yourfelf wuh fuch 
gloomy reñedtions.

Mifs R i v e r s .
O, Sally, you can’t conceive my diftrefi in'this 

critical fituation. — An elopement éven frem a 
tyrannical father, has fomething in it which tnüfl: 
fhock a delicate mínd. — But when a woman fiies 
from the protefition. of a parent, who merits the 
utmoft return of her affeftíon, flie muft be infen- 
fible indeed, íf íhe does not feel the fincereft re- 
g re t; — If he fhoud’nt forgive me ! ~

S ally*
Bear Madam he muft forgíve you — are?nt yoia 

his chíkh —
Mifs R iv ir s .

And therefore I fhoud’nt difoblige him. — I  
am half diftraéted, — and I almoft repent the 
prqmife I gave Sir Harry —- when I confider hbw 
niuch my charadter may be leífened by this ftep* 
and recolleét how it is likely to afifeífc my unfor- 
tunate father. —

Sálly*
But I wonder ’where Sir Harry can be all this 

timé* —
Mifs R i v e r s *,

I wifh he was come. —
Sally*

Courage5 Madam — I hear him cómíngJ
Mifs R i v e r s .

I t  muft be he, let’s rúa and meet him. —¡=



Enter R i v  e r s . Sally Jhñeks andruns cff.,
Mifs R IVERS,

My fathe'r I
Rí ver s.

' Yes, Theódora —* your poor, abandoned, mifer* 
able father.

Mifs R i VERS,
O h ! Sir! —

R iv e r s .
Lítele, Theodóra, did 1 imagine I fhou5d ever 

have cauíe to lament the hotir of your birth, and 
lefs did I imagine when yomarríved at an age to 
be perfeftly acquainted with yourduty, yon wouJd 
tbrowevery fentiment of duty off. — In what, my 
dear, has your unhappy father been culpable, that 
you cannot Bear his fociety any longer ? .— What 
ha,$ he done to fprfeit eíther your eíleero, or your 
affection ? — Fróm the moment of your bírth to 
thís unfortuñate hour, he has laboureá to promote 
your happinefs. —  But how has his foiicitude on 
thát account been rewarded ? You now 'fly frotn 
thefe armswhich have cheriflied yon with fo muclt 
tenderneís, when gratitudes genefofity and na* 
ture? fhoujd have twin’d me round your heart,«

Mifs R iv e r s .
Dear Sir!

R i v e r s .
Look back, infatuated chíld, upen my whole 

condudlfince your approach to maturity : H avV t 
I contrafted my own enjoyments. on purpofe . to 
enlarge yours, and watched your ver-y looks to 
anticípate your inclinadons ? Have I  ever, with 
the obftinacy of other father^. been pardal ia  
favour of any man to whom you made the 
ilightelt objeclion. ^  Or* have 1 ever fhewn

« 4  P A L - S E D E k - I C A C Y i



tfie leáft défign of forting your wifhes to 
ówn hutnour ór caprice ? Qn che contrary has5nt 
che engágem'ent I have eriter’d into been carried 
on̂  íeemingly with your oWn approhátion, — 
And havVc yoü always áppéáred reconciled at 
Ibáft to a marriage with Mr. Sidhéy ?

Mifs R i v e r s .

I am fo aíharríd of myfelf!
R i V E f t s .

How then, Théodora, have I merited a treát- 
ment of this nature ? Yon have underftanding, my 
dearj thdugh you wanc filial ,áffe£Hon, and my 
argurrjents muft have weight with your reaíon^ 
however my tranquUity may be che objeétof your 
contempt; —I lov’d you5 Theodoía, with tn^warm- 
eíl, degree of paternal cendernefs, and flatter’d 
myfelf che proofs Ievery day gaveof that tender- 
neis, liad made my peace oí mind a matter of 
fome importance to my child, ~  But, alas ! a pal-, 
try compliment from a . coxcomb \mdoes thé 
whole labour of my Ufe ;and the daughter whorn, 
I -looked upen as che fiipport of my declining:- 
years, becrays me in the unfufpefting hour of 
fceurity, and rewards with her perfon, the affaíSn 
who íiabs me tq the he are, ■—

Mifs R iv ers .
Hear me dear Slr, liear me —

. . R iv ers .
I dó not come here, Theodora$ to ftop your 

fiíghr, or pnt the fmáileft impediment in the way 
of your wifhes. — Your perlón is your cwn, and I 
ífcorn to detain even my datighrer by forcé, where 
fhe is not bound to me. by inclinación. — Since 
therefore nekher duty ñor diferetibn, a regard 
ibr my peace5 ñor a folicitude íor your own wel-

K tare.
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faro* are able to derain you, — go to this mam* 
wha has taught yoii. to oblitérate the fentiments 
o f  nature, and gai-n’d a ready way ro. your heart, 
by exprefíing a contenípt for your father. — Go 
to him Jboldiy., my chile!, and- laugh at che pangs 
which tear this unhappy faofom. — Be uniform- 
Jy culpable, nbr add the bafenefs of a defpica- 
ble fiight to the unpardonable want of a filial 
afieclion. • ' " [Gowg]

Mifs R i v e r s .
Tam the naoft míferable creature in the world.—* 

R  iVERS-. [Returm.']
One thing more, Theodora, — and then fare- 

weli forever,.— Though you come here to chrow 
o ff the áffeftio'n of a child, I wiil not quit this 
place, befcre I difeharge the duty of a parent, 
even to a román tic extravagance, and!provide for 
your weífare, while you plunge me. into the rooít 
poignant of alí diftrefs. — In the doating hoUrs 
of paternal blandiíhment, 1 have often promifed 
you a fortune of twen-ty thoufand pounds, when- 
ever you changad your fituarion, — This promiíe 
was índeed ni ade when I though t you incapable 
elther of ingraticude, or difTimulátion, — and' 
when I fancied your perfon wou’d be given, where 
diere was fonie re alón able profpeófc of your hap- 
pinefs, — But íii 11 it was, a promife, a&d íhall be 
faithfully dilcharged, —- Here then in this pocket- 
boolc are notes for that fum. [Mifs R ivers Jhewsan 
iirmillingnefs to receive ¿he pocket-book, ] — Take it— 
but never lee me more, — Baniíh my ñame eter- 
naily frQmyour remembranee*,— and when alitde 
time fhall remove me from a worid, which your 
conduft has rentj^red infupportable, boafl an, 
addirionítl tille, rny dear, to your huíband’s re- 
gard, by having fhorten’d the Ufe of your mi- 
ierable father. —  ̂ [Exi¿<\:

Enier
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E n t é r  S  a £ l  Y f ;

S a l l y .

W h a t 7 M a á a m ,  i s  h e  g o n e  ? : . ¡

- M i f s  R l  VERS. ■ ■ . / .

* H o w  C Q u ld  í  b e  f b c h  a  m o n f t e r  ~  f u c h . a n . , 
ü & n á tu r a l  m o n f te r  a s • e v e r  t o  í h i r i k  o f  k a v i n g -  
Jiim . —  B u t  c o m e , S a l l y ,  lee  u s  g o i n t o  t h e  h o u f e

S á l l ' y .

G a  i n e o  t h e  h o trfey  M a d a i t i ! ™  W h y  a r e 5ñ t  ;w e  
to  g o  o f f  w i t h  S ir  H a r r y  ? ■■ r -1'*

M i f s  R e v e r .s ..

T h - is  i n f e n f ib l e  c r e a r  u  r e  h a s  b e e n  rn y  e o n f i d ^ n c  
to o !  —  O j  í h a l l  :e t e r n a H y  d e t e í t  r h y íe l f .  —

M m e r  S ir . H a r r y  m d  C e c  i  l *

S i r  H a r r y . *

I b 's g  a  t h o ü f a n d  p a r d o n s ,  r iiy  d e a r  M if s  ‘R i v e r s , f 
í o r  d e t a i n i n g  y o u . — - A n  í í n f o r e f e e n  a c c i d e n t  
p r e v e n t e  d  m e  f r o m  b é i n g  p t m £ t u a l ? —  b u t  t h e  
c  a r r ía  g e  is  n o w  r e a d y ,  a n d  a  f e w  h o u r s  w H l w h 'i r i  
u s  t o  t h e  f u m m i t  o f  f d i c i t y ,  —  M y  c c u f m  C e d í  
is k i n d í y  h e r e  to  a ú i f t  • u s  —  á n d  —

M i f s  R e v e r s .  ■ ■

S i r  H a r r y ,  I  c a n  n e v e r  f o r f a k e  m y  f a t h e n  — *

S i r  H a r r y , ’

M a d a m !

M if s  R  I V E R s-,

B y  l o m e  a c c i d e n t  h e  d i  feo  v e  r e d  o u r  d e f i g n ,  
an d  c a r n e  t o  th is  f p p t r  w h i l e  í  w a s  t r e m b l i n g  
w ith  e x jp c é ia t io n  o f  y o u r  a p p e a r a n e e .  — ,

S i r  H a r r y .

W d l ,  m y  d e a r  c r e a t u r e  i
K  2 M ifs
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M if s  R i v e r s .

H e r e ,  ín a  m e la n c h o ly  b u t  re fo lu te  v o ic e , h o  
e x p a t i ^ t e d  on t h e  in fa m y  o f  m y  ip te n d e d  f i ig h t ,  
a n d  m e n tio n e d  m y  w a n t o f  a ffeA io n  f o r  h im  in  
t e r m s  th a t  p ie rc ’d  rnñy v e ry  f ó u l —  H a v i n g  d o n e  
t h i s , f h e  to o k  a n  a b r u p t  le a v e ,  a n d , ' f c p rn ín g  to  
d e t a i n  m e  by f o r c é ,  fo r fo o k  m e  to  th e  c o u r fe  o f  
m y  o w n  in c l ín a t ío p s ,

S ir  ; H a r r y ,
W e l í ,  m y á n g e l , '  a n d  fin  c e  he  h a s  le f r  y o u  t a  

f o l lo w  y o u r o w n  in c l in a t io n s j  y o u  wJU p o t ,  f u r e ly ,  
h e ñ t á t e  t o ^ -

Mifs R'iv e r s ,
S í r  H a r r y ,  im lo o f e  m y  h a n d  * th e  u n iv e r f e  

w o u ’d ’n t  b r ib e  m e  n o w  to  g o  o f f  w i t h y o u ,  “ O ,  
S ir  H a r r y  ! i f  y o u  re g a rd e d  y o u r  o w n  p e a c e  y o u  
w o u 5d  ceafe  th is  im p o r tn n i ty  *, fo r  is i tp o f f ib le  
t h a t  a  w o m a h  c a n  rp a k e  a v a ly a b le  w b o  h a s  
p r o v ’d  an  u n n a tu ra }  d a u g h te r  ?

Sir H a rry .
B u t  c o n íid e r y o u r  o w n  h a p p in e f s ,  m y  d e a r  M ifs  

R i v e r s  ~
M if s  R i v e r s .

M y  ow n h a p p in e f s ,  S ir  H a r r y  ! — W h a t  a  
w r e t c h  m u ft th e  w a m a n  b e , w h o  c a n  d r e a m  o f  
h a p p in e f s  w h ile  fh e  w o u n d s  th e  b o fo m  o f  a  f a th e r  !

C e c i l ,

W h a t  a  n o b le  g i r l ! —  I íh a l l  le v e  h e r  m y f e l f  f o r  
h e r  fe n fe  an d  h e r  g o o d n e fs ,

S a l l y * a fiésy  to  S i r  H a r r y .
She won’t conferí t, I know, Sir Harry, — fo, 

tí the coach is at hand, it will be thebeft way to 
carry her oír direíily.

S i r  H a r r y ,

* 1  f te íb  m y  d e a r  M if s  R iv e r s ,  th e r e  is n o  h o p e ,

Mifs
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Mifs R l  V E R S .
Sir H arry, I muft not hear you, -rr- This parting 

is a k ind  of death — — ' * ' ’
Sir H a r r y .

. • P art, Madam ! —  by all th'at’s gracípus we 
muft n o t part. — M y  whole fouT is unákerably
fix’d upon you, — and ünce---- neither tender-

■nefs for yourfelf, noraffeólion for me, per fu ade you 
to the only meafure which ean pro mote our mu­
tual felicity, you m uft forgive the defpair rhafe 
forces you from henee, and 'commits a mómenta- 
jy dífreípe£t to avoid a iafting unhappinefs.

Mifs R i v e r s .

H ear me, Sir H arry  —' I conjure you hear me f 
Sir H a r r y ,

L et me but remove you from this place, 
Madam, and Til hear every thing, — Cedí, affift 
tn&

Mifs R i v e r s ,
O, M r. Cecii, I rely ti pon y our honour to fave

gnd pro ted  me I '
C e c i l .

And it fhall, Madam, — For íhame kinfman, 
Vmhand the Lady !

Sir H a r r y ,
U nhand her, what do you mean Cecil í 

• C e c i l ,
W hat do I mean, X mean to proteát the Lady. 
W hatfhould a man of honour mean ?

Mifs R 1 v e  r  s3 breakingfrom Sir H arry .

Dear Mr. Cecil don!t k t  hirn follow me
[Sbe runs off-]

S a l l y *
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S a t  ly}. folkwing.
r i l  give-her warning this moment, thafs the 

ftro'ft and the long of ít. \ E x íé . ]

Sir H a r r y .
M r, Cecilj this is no time for trifling, T— DLd’nt 

yo,u come here to affift me in carrying che Lady
off?

C ecil*
•Wíth herowri í nclinations, kiníman * — but as 

they are now on the ©daer fide of thc .queftion, 
id. ajan I too» ~  You mu-ft not foliow her Sir 
Harry — -

Sir H a r r y *
, Zounds ! but X w ill!

C e c r l.
Zounds! but you fhan5t, — Look^ye, Harry 5 

1 camte here to afFtfl: the purpofés of a man of 
hoíiour, not to abet the YÍotenee of a ruffian ; ~ - 
your friends of the worid, your faíhionable friends, 
may7- if they pleafe, fupport .Que anotherV vices, 
but I am a friend only to the virtues of a man ¿ 
and where I fmcerely efteem hím51 always endea- 
vour to make him honefl: in fpite of his teeth.

Sir H arry*
Án injury lífce th is ! —

C eCÍ L.
Harry ■! — Harry ! — don5t advance : — I am 

not to be terrified, you know? from the fupport 
of what is juft ; — and, though you may think 
k  very brave to fight in the deíence of a bad 
aftion* ir will do but lítele credit either to your 
underftanding or your humaníty*

Sir H a r r y .
Dear Cecil, there?s no anfwering that. ~  Your 

and your generOÍity overpower me; —
Yon



■ a  e  o  m e : d Y.
You havereftored me to tnyfelf. .— It wás mean* 
k was unmanly,  ̂k was infamóos to think of ufing 
forcé. —  But I was diftrá&ed *, — nay, I.am dif- 
traded now, and muft entirely rely upon your 
affiftaoce uo recove r her.

C e c i l *
As far as I can aft witli honefty, Harry, yon 

may depend upon mé % — but lee me have no 
more violente, I beg of yon,

Sir M arr yv~ , - ^
Don’t mention it* €ecil, — I am heartiíy 

afhamsd —
C e c .i l ,

■ And I am heartiíy glad of i t .«
Sir H a ir y .

Pray let us go.to my houfe and confult a lítele* 
— Whac a contemptiblé figure do I make ! ..

C e c i l ,  ̂ ;
Why, pretty well, I think but to be leís fo, 

put up your fword, Harry —
Sír H arry,

She never can forgive me* "
C e c i l ,

If íbe does, flie wí-M fearedy. deferve to, be 
forgiven herfelL

Sir H arry .
Don5t, C e e i l 5tis ungenerous to be fo hard 

upon me, — 1 own rny faults, and yon fiiould 
encourage me, for every coxcomb has noefo m.ucA 
modefty.

C e c i  é,
Why, fo í  wili, Harry ■ for modefty, I fée, as 

ver, fies upan you but very aukwardly. [Exeunt^

Ená of tb t fóurtb\ A c t*

A C T
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S C E N E  á n  A p a r t m e n t  a t  Lady

Enter R i v é r s  and S i d n e y. . 
SlDNEY. *

I A M  deepíy íenfible of Mifs Rivers’s very 
great meric, Sir ; — but ■—

R iv e r s .
But whatj Sir, ■=—-

S id n ey»
H ear me with temper, I beícech you, Colonel,

* RiYERS.
H ear you with temper: —  I doíí5t know whe- 

ther I íliaü be able to hear you with temper % —- 
but goon3 Sir. —

SiDNEY. '
*Mifs Rivers, independent of her veiy afflucnt 

fortune, Colonel, has beauty and merít which 
would malee her alliance a very great honour to 
the firft famiiy in che kingdom. — But, notwith- 
flanding my admiración of her beauty, and my 
reverence tbr her merít, I find itutterly imponible 
to profit eíther by her gopdnefs? or your generofity,

R ivers,
How is all this, Sir! do you decline a mar- 

ría ge with my daughter ?
SlDKEY.

A marriage with Mifs Rivers, Sir* was once 
the objeéfc of my higheft ambición, and, Had 
1 beeri honoured with her hand, 1 íhould havé 
ftudied to fliew my fenfibility of a blefiing fo 
ínvaluble % — but, at thát time, I did not fup-
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pofe my liappinefs to be incompatible with her’s.
•— I ani now don vi nced f hat is lo, and it becomes 
me rouch better to give up my own hopes, than 
tp offer the fmaileft violence to her inelinations.

R iv e r s ,
Death and hell, Sir I what do,yod mean by 

this behaviour ? — Shall I prefer your alliance to 
-any rnan*s ín England ? — Shall my daughter 
even exprefs a readinefs to marry you ? — and 
fliall you, -after this, infolently tell me you doi/t 
choofe to acccpt her ? *—

S íd n ey .
Dear Colúnel, you totally mifconceiVe my mo­

tive, •— and, I am fure, upen reflexión, you wiíl 
rather approve than condemn ic ~~ A man df 
common humanity, Sir, ín a treaty of marriage, 
íhould confuir the lady’s wifhes as jvell as his own, 
and, if he can*e make her happy, he wül ícorn to 
make her miferable.

R i v e r s .
Scorn to make hér miferable I — why the feí- 

low’s mad, I believe. Does’nr the girEabfqluíe- 
ly cpnfent to have you ? — Would you have her 
drag you to the altar by forcé ? — Would f  oü 
have her fall at your feet, and beg of you, with 
tears, to pity one of íhe fineft women,* with one 
of the beft fortunes, in England ?

SlDNEY.
Your vehemencé, Sir, prevenís you from con- 

fidering this matter in a proper líght. ”  Mifs 
Rivers ís fufficiently unhappy ín lofing the marv 
of her heart, but her diftrefs muffc be greatly ag^ 
gravated, ~if* in the mornent íhe ís molí keenly 
ienfibleof this lofs, íhe is compelled to manyan- 
other. ^B efides, Colorid, I muft-have my.feél*

L ing,



íngs too. — Thére is fóméthiñg jfhocking in a 
unión with a woman whoíe affefíions wé know to 
be álienáted; áhd ?tis difficult to fay whieh ís moft 
entided to éohtempt, he that ftoops to accept of 
a pre-engaged mind, or he that puts up with a 
proftkuted perfon.

R i v e r s .
Migbty wéllj Sir, — mighty well ■, but let rne 

fcell yon, Mr. Sidney, — that ünder this fpecióüs 
appearance of generofity I can eafily fee your 
your motive for this refufál of rrty daughter,
Jet me tell you I can eaftly fee your motives Sir, 
— and, let me tell you, that the perfon who ig ín 
poífefilón of your aífeáüons íhall no longer find 
an afylüm in this houfe.

S id n e y .
Colonel, ir I had not been always aceuftomed 

to tefpe61: you, — and if I did not even confi- 
der this infult as a kind of compliment, I dbnJt 
know how I fhould put up with it : as tó your 
inünuation, you muí! be more expllcit before 
I can únderñand you»

R i v e r s .
Mifs Marchmont, — Sir. —r* Do you underftand 

me now, Sir ? If Mifs Marchmom had not been 
in thé cafe my daughter had non received this in­
fult. — Sir Harry was right i and had not I been 
ridiculouíly befotted with your hypocritical plau- 
fibility I míght havé feen it íooner, but your eou- 
fin fliall know of your behavioür, and then, Sir, 
you íhall anfwer me as a man»

S id n e y .
Mifs Marchmont, Colonel, is greatly above 

tíiis iUiberai reflexión; as for mylelf, 1 íhall be 
alwáys ready to juítify án aítion which .1 know to

v. * be,
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be right, though I tíhould be íorry ever to meet 
you but in the chara&er of a friend.

R i ve rs , [alone."]
# W ell! — well! — well! — but k  doesn’t fig- 

nify, — it doesn’t fignify, — k  doesn’t fignify, —
I won’t put myfelf in a paffion about it*. I w©n*t
f >ut myfelf in a pafijon about it, Til tear the feb 
ow piece-meal. —  Zounds ! I donTc know what 

Fli do* [Exit.]

E n íe r  Mrs H a r l ^ y .a n d  C e c i l, 
C l C I L .

Why this is better and better*
Mrs. H a r l e y .

What a vioient paflion he?s in,
C e c i t .

. This Is the very thíng I could wiíh — ’twill ad- 
vance a principal part of our projed rarely — 
well issntSidney a noble young fellow, and does’nt 
he richly deferve the regard which my poor hule 
;girl entertains for him ?

Mrs. H a r l e Y,
Why really I think he dees — but how fecret- 

ly my Lady Sentimental carried matters — O I 
aíways faid “that your grave, refledting, moralizing 
damíels — were a thoufand times more fufeept- 
ible of tender impreíTions than thofe lively open 
hearted girls who talk away at randonv.and íeem 
ready to run offwith every man that happens to 
fall into their eompany.

C e c il *
1 don’t know, widow, but there may be fome 

truth in this, you fee at leaft I have íueh a good 
opinión of ,a madcap, that you are the firft per­
lón I have made aequainted with thé fecret*"

L  2 ’ * Mrs.-
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Mrs; H a rley ,
Well and hav’ht I returnéd the compliment 

by letting you intó my deíign about Lady Betty 
and Lord Winworth ?

C e c i L,
W hat a ridicnious buftle is there here about de- 

licacy andfluiff—yourpeople of refin'd fentiments 
are the moft troublefome creatures in theworld . to 
deal with, and their friends nmft even commit 
a violence upon their nicety before they can con- 
deícend to íludy their own happinéft: ~  But 
have you done as we concerted ?

Mrs, H a r lev .
Yes, I have pretended to Lady Betty that my 

Lord defires to fpeak with her privately on büfi- 
neis of the utmofli importante  ̂ and I have told 
his Lordibip that fhe wants to fee him, to difclofe 
a fecret that muflí intirely break off the intended 
marriage with Mifs Marchmont*

C e c i l*
W hat an aukward figure they muflí rnake, eacfl 

imagining that the other has defired the inter­
view— and expeéting every moment to be told 
fomethíng of eonfequence— but you have nqt 
given either the leafli hint qf Hprtenfia’s fecret 
inclinatipn for Sidney ?

Mrs. H a r l e v ,
How Gould you poffibly fuppofe fuch a thing ?

C e c j l ,
Wellj well, to your pare of the bufinefs then, 

while J  fmd out the Colonel and try what I can 
dp with him f°r 01 y rattle-pated Sir Harry*

Mrs, H arl e v , t
O never doubt my aíliduity in an afraifof this 

patpre. [ExeunL]
$nter
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Enter Lady B e t  t  y , in another Afiartment*
Lady B e t t y . /

What can he wanr with me I wonder ?—Speak 
with me again in prívate, and upon buíinefs of 
the utmoft impoitanee! he has fpoken fufficíent- 
ly to me already upon his buíinefs of importance 
tp make me miferable for ever. — But the fault 
h  my own, and I have nobody to blame but my- 
feif, — Blefs me here he is.

Enter W i n w o e t k .
WíNWORTH.

M&dam your rnoñ devoted, I come in obedír 
ence to your commands to ——*

Lady B e t t y .
My commands my Lord ?

W í n w o r t h .
Yes, Madam, your meíTage hás alarnfd me 

prodígiouíly — and you cannot wonder if 1 am 
a iittle ímpatient for an explanation.

Lady B e t t y *
Impatient for an explanation, my Lord*

' W í n w o r t h *
Yes, Madam, the affair is of the neareítcon­

cern td my happínefs, and the fooner you honour 
me with — *

Lady B e t t y *
Honour you, with what my Lord ?

~  W í n w o r t h .
My dear Lady Betty this referve is iinkind, 

efpecialiy as you know how uneaíy I ixiüft'be 
tiil I hear fiom yourfelf—f-

Lady B e t t y .
Beally my Lord I am quite aftonííhed — un- 

eafy til! you hear from myfelf— ímpatient for an 
explanation — I beg your Lordíhlp wíll tell me 
what is the meaning of all this ? W ínworth,
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F  A L  S E D E L I C A C  Y:
W l N W O R T H ,

Surely, Madam, you cannot íu fuddeniy changc 
your Jkind intentions —

Ledy B e t t y ,

M y  kínd intentions, my Lord !
W l N W O R T H .

‘ I  would not, Madam, be too preíuming, but* 
ás I  know your Ladyíhip’s goodnefs, I flatter my- 
felf that — —

Lady B e t t y .

Your Lordfhíp'is all a myftery— <1 beg you wíll 
fpeak out — for upen my word I don?t under- 
ftand thefe half fentences. *— .

WlNWORTH.
W hy, Madam, Mrs. Harley has told me.

Lady B etty, \with eagernefs.]
W hat has íhe told you, my L o rd ?1

W i n w o r t  B .

She has told m eof the fécret, Madam, whichyou 
have to difcloífe, that muít entirely hreaJt off my 
rnarriage with Miís Marchmont.

L a d y  B e t t y .
H as íhe then betrayed my weakneís ? —

WlNWORTH.
Madam, I hopeyou won*t thínk your génerous 

intentions in my favour a weaknefs, for be afluid 
that the ftudy of my whole life —

L a d y  B e t t y .

I díd not think that Mrs. Harley could be ea- 
pable of fuch an adlion ; — but fince íhe has told 
you of the only circumftance which I ever wiíh’d 

be couceaBd, I cannot deny my partiality for 
your Lordíhip.

W i n wor TH*
M a d a ' Lady



Lady Be tty .
This fecret was trufted with her, and her alone ; 

but though lhe has ungeneroufly difcover’d it, her 
cnd will ftill be difappointed, I acknQwledge 
that I prize your Lordfhip above all thé world $
— but even to obtain you I will not be guílty of a 
bafeneft, ñor promote my own happinefs by any 
aék of injuftice tp Mifs Marchmdnt

W inw orth.
I am the moft unfortunate man in théwbfíd*

—  and dees your Ladyíhíp really honour me with 
any degree of a tender partiality %

Lady Betty ,
This queftion is needleís, my Lord, after whai 

Mrs, Harley has acquainted you wlth.
W inw orth .

Mrs. Harley, Madam, has not acquainted me 
wkh particuiars of any nature —

Lady B e t t y .
No!

W inw orth .
No. — And happy as this difcovéry would have 

made me at any^pther time, it now diftréffes me be* 
yond exprefíion, fin ce the engagemeíits I hávejúfl: 
enter’d into wlth Mifs Marchmant put it wbolly 
out of my power to receive any benefit from the 
knowkdge of your fentinients. — O, Lady Betty, 
had you been generouíly candid when I ioHcIted 
the blefling of your hand, how much had I been 
indebted to your goodnefs i but now, think what 
my fituaúon is, when, in the moment I am fenfible 
of your regará, 1 muft give you up foTever.

Enícr Cecil and Mrs. H arley from &ppfiu Places, 
Mrs. H arley, [repeating ludicroujly. ]

“ Who can behold fuch beauty and be filent j
Cecil
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C e c  i l , [in the fmne accent.]
: Ci D eíire.'firíl ta.ught us w ord s. —

 ̂ M r s . H a r l e y ,

ct M a n , w h en  created , w an d cP d  u p  and dow m

C e c  í L* ; 1

4t F o rlo rn  a n d  filen t as h is vaíTaí b eafts 5 

M r s , H a u l e y ,
“  B u t  when a h e a v ’n -b o rn  m aid lik e  y o u  ap- 

‘ V p e a F d ,
; C e c i l .

“  Strange p lea fu re  f i l fd  h ís eyes, an d  fe iz ’d  h ír  
44 h e a rt,

M r s ,  H a r l e y . ,
44 U n lo o s ’d  h ís to n g u e,

C e g i l .

4CA n d á is f i r f t t a lk w a s ló v e .”  [Both  ̂ h a! h a! h a ! j

W l K W O R T H ,
F r a y ,  M r, C e d í ,  w h a t ls  th e  m ean in g  o f  this 

w h im ñ c a l b eh a vio u r ‘

L a d y  R e t t y ;

' T h e  nature o f  this c o n d u d , M rs . H a r le y , bears 
to o  ftr o n g  a refem b lan ce co a la te  d ifin g e n ü ity , for 
m e to  w ond er ac*

M r s , H a r l e y .

W h a t  d ifin g e n ü ity , m y dear ?

L a d y  B e t t y ,

W h y 5 p ray , M a d a m , w h a t fecret had I to  
d ifc io íe  £0 his L q r d fh ip  ?

M r s . H a r l e y ,

T h e  fecret w h ic h  y o u  h ave d ifd o s ’d , m y d e a r ,”
[cQurtfyingJ]

C e c i l .
I b e g , m y L o r d , th at w e m ay-n t in te rru p t y o u r  

h ero ica , 44 w h en , in  tbe m o m e n t you  are ieníxble
44 o f
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eí of her regardj ybu m.úft'gíve her' up íor 
** ever.55̂— A very-moving fpeech, Mrs. Harley¿ 
*—í am fure ic almoft makes me cry to repeac it.

WlÑWORTH.
Mr^Cecil, lifteniflgis—

Mrs. H arleV,
, What are we goírig- to havé a quarrel ? —*

C e c i l .
Q? yes ! your lo ver is a mere nqbcfdy. wíthout 

á litíle hloódílied, two or three duels give a won­
de rful addi non to his charaíler. ( ' ' ' ■ ■

Lady Be t t v .
Why, what is the meaning of all this ?

C e c i l ,
Yqu fliaU know in a momeó t, - Madam, — fd 

walk in, good peopl.e, — walk in, and íee the 
moft furpnfing pair of tr.qe lovers, who have too 
much fenfe to be wife, and too anucli delicacy to

■;"Á C ' O 'M E' D ¿Y." ■ 35f

Mrs. .H a r Ley.
Walk in, — walk in.

Éflter R i  ver  ?,-Mifs R í v e r s , Miís M a r c h - 
mont , Sir H a r r y , and S i d n e y ,

Lady B e t t y .
O* Emmy ! is this behavíng like a frierid ? 

Mrs. H  ARLÉ y.
Yes, and like a true friend, as you íhall feo 

prefently. ~
R i y e r s .

¥ My Lord, I give you joy, joy heartily. — We 
have been pofted íor íbme time under the dire.c- 
iion of Maríhál Cecil* and General ílarley, in the 
next rdom, who have acquainted us witii eveiy

M íhing i



* 2  F A L S E  . D B L I C A C Y :
ríiiirg ; and l feel the lince reífc fatisfaóHon to thi'nk 
the perplexitks ©f to-day ha ve fo fortunare a c on­
d ú  Son.

W  IN W O U T í- í ,

T he perplexities of to-day are >not yet con- 
duded, Coloneh

M'ifs M a r c h m o n t *

O, Lady Betty, why wou’dn’t yon truft me 
with your fecret ? I Lave been the innocent caufc 
of great iineafinefs to yon, and yet my condüft en- 
cirely proceeded from the greatnefs of my affediotL

L a d y  B b t t y .

I knowit, my dear, — I know it well *— büt 
were you to give up Lord Winworth thh mo­
mear — be aíTured that I wou’dn’r accept of any 
facriñce tríade at the expente of your happinefs*

C e c í l ,

At the Expence of her happinefsl — Ü , is that 
afl ? <— Come here mafter Soberfides [to Sidney] 
and come here, Madam Gravity [[to Mifs March- 
mont] come here, I íay, — I íbppofe, my Lord, 
I íhppofe, Lady Be rey, that you airead y know 
from what very manly motives— Sidney, here, has 
■decíined the marriage w-itli MifsRivers?

W i n w o r t h *

I do, and^though I lamentthe impoíTibility of 
a-reiation to the Colonefs family, I cannot bnt ad­
mire his behaviour on that occaíion.

Lady B b t t y *

And I think it extremely generous.
Mrs* H  ARLE Y*

Come, Gecil, ítand bya lítele, you íhan’thavf 
the whole management of this-difeovery,

• C e c i l ,
i

Did you ever fee fuch a woman ! Mrs,



G , p  :p ,  E  '
Mrs- H a.r Ií.e y .

Well, my Lord and Lady Betty, linee web ave 
ágreed thus far, you-muft kn©w that Mr. Sidney's- 
behavioor has pro drice d more good confequenees- 
than yon can imagine. — ín the firít place ledras 
enabled Colon el Rivera, wifhom abreaeh oí bis» 
word, —

■ C re iii,
T o  g iv e  h k  datighter to  m j  foolifh. k in frn m .

Mrs, H a r l e y v  

Yon wont íiold your tongue.
C E C I Lt>

And, m the mext place,, iü has enabled Mr* 
Sídney —

Mrs. H-arley*
To marry Mifs Marchmont,

C e c u .
Ay, íhe wílí havé the laft word> — For it feem& 

that between thefe two uirtles íhere has long íub^ 
áfted —

Mrs. H  arle y.
- A very tender affeñion, —

C e c i .l*
The devilk in her tongue, —* fhe has the ipeed 

of me.
WlNWORTH.

What an unexpe&ed felicuy ?
Lady B e t t y , 

1 am all amazement!
R i v e r s .

Well, well, my dear fiíler,—no wondermg aboot 
, it, ~  at a more convenían time you fhall know 

particulars ; far the prefent let me tell yau, that 
no^ I am eool, and that matters have been pro-

M 2. periy



perly expUín’d to me, I am not only fatisfied but 
charñTcl with Mr. Sidney-s behaviour, though 
5t has prevented the firft wiíh of my heart; and 
I hope that his Lordíhip and you,> by G oníent-; 
ing ro h-is mafriá'ge widí Miis Marchmont, wiirim- 
mediateiy reniave evéry impediment in. the way of 
your o^n  happinefs.

^  F M & S R  D $  L I C A C Y :

W  i N WORT H.
If my own hap.pineís was not to'be promoted by 

fuch a ftep, I lhould. inflrantly give my ccnfent ; 
— and thereíore, my dear Mifs Marchmont, if í  
havc Lady Betcy’s approbation5 and your own con- 
currence, T here beílow this hand ifpon as deíerv- 
ing a yoüng man as aríy Inthe univerfe. ---This 
is the only attonenient I can make for the uneafi- 
neis I llave given you¡ and if your happinds is any 
way proponionki to your merit, I need not wiíh 
you a greater íhare of fd  ieity.

S i d n e y .

What íhall I fay5 my Lord ?
WlNWORTH.

Say nothing, Charles, for if you only knew how: 
exquiíue a fatisfaílion I receive on this occafion, 
you would rather envy my fceiings tlian think 
yourfelf under an obligaban j — and now5 my 
dear Lady Betfys if I might prefume —

Lady Be t t y .
That I may not be cenfurM any Ionger5 I here 

declare my hand your Lordfhip’s whenever you 
think proper to demand i t ; for 1 am now con- 
vinc’d the greateft proof which a woman can give 
of her own worth, is to enterrain an afleñion for 
a man of hbnour and underftariding.

W I  N W O R T H .
This goodnefs3 Madam, is too 

knowledgmem.
great for ac- 

Lady



Lady Be t t  y.
now, my dear Theodora, let me con­

gratúlate witfh you; L rejoice th aty 011 r ín el i ,n.at i oos 
áre confuited in the moft importan t ciré u mil anee 
of your lífc, and I am fu re Sir Harry vid 11 úot 
be wanting in gratitude for the partialfty 
you have fíiewn in hisiíavour.

. . MÍÍS;; V 'r'/i:
©eár Madam, you obiige me infinite! y ■

' Sir H a r r y ,
And as for me. Lady Betty, aris.fo mudyrrij 

inclinación to deferve the parti'ality with' which 
Mifs Rivera has honour’d me, as well as to repay 
the goodnefs of her famíly, that I ib all have lítele 
merit in my gratitude to either; I have been 
wilri, 1 have been inconfiderate, but I hope I 
never was defpícable y and <1 fíacter myfelf I fhanh: 
be wanting ín acknowledgment only to chafe, who 
haya kíd me under the greateít of all qblígariom*

R i v e r s .
Sir Harry, fay no more:— My girl’s repen- 

tance. has been fo noble, your Couíin Cecil’s fae- 
haviour .has been fo generous, and 1 believe yon* 
a'frer all, to be a man offlich principie j that 
nexc to Sidney I doift know who I fhou’d prefer 
to yon for a fon-in-law. ~  But you muft think a 
lítete for the. future, and remember that it is a 
poor excu fe for playing the fool, to be poffeffed of 
a good underftanding.

* ' ' WlNUVORTH,
Well, there feems .but. ene thing remaíning. 

yndone: —.1 juft now took the ijbqrty of exer-̂  
cifing a fáther’s ríglit o ver Mifs Marchmont, by 
difp'bfihg'Ó'f’hef'-haucii ■ tis hbw inéceíFary for me—



C e c í l ,
HolcT, my Lord — 1 guefs what you are aboutv 

feut you fhan’t monopolize generofity I aíTúre 
you : — I have a right to fhew my friendfhíp as 
wdl. as yonr Lordíhip; fo5 after yourldnfman’s: 
marriage, whatever you have a mind to do for 
him íhall be equalled, on my part, for Mífs* 
Marehfnont; guinea for guinea, as far as ycb 
will, and leds fee who tires dril in gpjng through. 
wirh itp.

WlNWORTH.
A  noble eliallange, and I accept id 

Lady Be y ?  y.
$To, therers no bearing this ------ ^

Mifs M archmonty

Speak to-chem^ Mr* Sidney, for I  cannot —
SlDNEY*

I  wifh I had words to declare my íeníe of this- 
gpodneís*.

RlVERSv
X did*nt look upon myfelf as a very pítíful 

fellow *5 but I am ftrangeíy funk in my Ebwn opi­
nión fmce I have been a witnefs of this tranfaftion*

C E C 1 IU

"Why what the devil is there in all this to won^ 
«fer at ? People of fortune often throw away 
choufands at the hazard rabie to make themfelves 
miferable* and nobody ever accufes them of ge- 
neroiity,

WlNWORTH,
Mr. Cecil is perfeétiy right, and he is. the beft 

manager of a fortune who is moft attentiye to the 
of the deferving*
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^./íWhy^now-all is as it ftous<3. ^  1 S O !
ftou?d be —' this is thetriumph of góod fénfe over 
-dd-ieacy, ~  1 could cry for downright joy :•—̂ I 
wondée what-aüs me - -  thís is all my doing !

..i C e c i l» .:
'  ̂ No, — part of it is mine,— and I thirikitex— 
tremely happy for yonr people of reíin’d fenti- 
■rnents to have'friends with a lítele cominon under~ 
iffianding,

H i ve  r s. , _
Sifter, 1 always thouglu you a woman of fénfe,—

JNÍrs H a r l e y .
Yes, lhe has beeri a long time intímate wkh ;nae 

;you know. .
C e c i l,

'V-Wiell fatdi faiice-box.
^ ;Sir H a rr y.

If this .ftory was to be reprefented on the Hagé 
the poet woñld thínk it bis duty .to punifh me for 
3ife, becaufe I wasonce culpable*

WlNWOKTH.
That wouM be very wrong, The ftage fhou’á 

be a fehool of morality-s and the nobleít of áll

R i v e r s .

Trtie, my Lord,— But the principal moral to 
,be drawn from the tranfaéHons of to-day is, that 
■thoíe who generouQy labour for the happinefs of 
iOthers, wiil, fooner or later, .arrive a t 1

I  N  I  S ,
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