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ADVERTISEMENT

To Tue ANSWER 10 T8 ST. CHRISTOPHER
WO RK,

HE author fhould intitle this publication, An
Apology for his Life and Opinions; for his
charaCter as a man, and his reafoning as an author, as
if they could ftand or fall only together, are fo blend-
ed, as to force him to blend alfo their vindication.
Indeed fuch a book, as he is here obliged to anfwer,
never before faw the light. It is faid, numbers are
concerned i the publication; this may account for the
extraordinary piece of patch work. In one point they
are intimately agreed; the collefting together of all
manner of abufe, in hopes that fome part or other
may apply. The candid reader muft make allowance
for the neceflity, thus impofed on the author, of bring-
ing things before the publick, that are hardly proper
for a private circle. And fhould generous fympathy
intereft his feelings, he can eafily feign the treatment
this attack deferves from other, than the author’s
hands ; though a refpeé for that indifference, with
which the publick views injuries done an individual,
may have induced him but to have half exprefled the
indignation, a confcious integrity muft feel from this
bafe attempt to wound him in all that an honeft man
holds dear. ]

His only fault refpe@ing the colony of St. Chrifto-
pher, which is here dragged in to the difpute, as a
party againft him, has been the injuring of himfelf
and family in i}l requited endeavours to ferve its in-
terefls.  Indeed, his treatmient there, from the firft,
has been fo illiberal, that, though he would not, for
gaining the moft important purpofe, give juft caufe of
offence to its nieaneft inhabitant, yert, for what refpeds

a3 their
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their community, (a few individuals excepted, with
whom he trufts he 1s yet in fome efteem) he fhould
have reckoned any vindication of himfelf an unnecef-
fary condefcenfion, had they not contrived to confound
his reputation with the principles of his book. This,
having been publifned from difinterefted benevolent
motives, obliges him not to {it filent under accufations
that pretend to derogate from its worth. The prefent
publication is therefore a defence of his Effay. And
if the reafoning and falts adduced in it fhall con-
tinue to ftand the reft, it will be of little confequence
who, or what fort of man, gave them to the publick.

Itis to be remarked that this Effay, which has made
a whole colony enemies to its author, lay for years in
his parlour, open for the perufal of every body, in a
more queftionable fhape, than it at laft appeared in;
that numbers of wvarious profeflions and callings,
managers and proprietors, did altually perufe it; that
the author pointed their notice to the places which he
fuppofed moft objectionable. Being able on the fpot
to appeal to the practice of this or that man, or planta-
tion, for the truth of the things advanced, there was
no place found for thofe violent contradiftions which
have arifen in his abfence from its publication. The
falts were acknowledged, generally were lamented,
the reafoning was admitted, the purpofe only was
fuppofed diftant. In thort, the book i1s not criminal
for its contents, but for its being in print; nor is the
author a bad man for having written ir, but for having
dared to publith jt. The inference 1s left with the
reader.

That there are people, acquainted with the fubjeét,
of the fame opinion with the author, will appear from
the following extra& of a letter written to him from
the Weft Indies, on perufal of his Effay.

“ A fincere admirer of your very intelligent and

““ huinane book, begs leave to fuggeft, that a fhort

¢ abftra& of it would be eafier circulared, and more

*¢ read than the book at large; but as there would be

“ a lofs on fuch a publication, thofe who are friends -
&< to i
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to the defign, fhould bear the author harmlefs,
Should it prove the means of rendering the fituation
of negroes more comfortable, it might compen-
fate for that hunger, which they are made to {uffer
on pretence of the want of American provifions.
An Evuropean will think hunger alone a f{ufficient
evil; bur we who muft be witnefles, whenever we
travel a ingle mile, to fcenes of horror and cruelry,
which call for divine vengeance, know that flaves
will think fulpeniion of ftripes, and of inceflant
toil, an happinefls, and will be contented, while they
feel only that hunger, which in other countries 1s
thought the bittereft potion in human life.”

¢« He recommends a fhort note, where the urility of
married managers is mentioned, to confine his com-
pliments folely to the ladies of St. Kitt's, left any
well meaniag planter of the other iflands be miiled,
and ruined by iffuing his mandates of marriage,
which may prove as fatal to the poor negroes, as
thofe other caufes of which the author fo juftly
complains, as iffued at the infigation of luxury and
expence. In the ifland, where the writer lives,
managers wives, inftead of fuperintending the houfe-
hold, and tending the fick, are generally the caufe
of the ruin of the plantation. In treating the ne-
groes they are obdurate and cruel, and viclent 1n
their refentments. They live in a round of com-
pany, to entertain whom, half the plantation flaves
are frequently fent out to ranfack the country for
dainties. The horfes are all employed in colletting

‘the guefts; and the manager is continually engaged

at home or abroad with his wife’s acquainrances.
The writer is-an enemy to detraction, and without
the fulleft conviftion, would not fay, that, in the
colony where he lives, not one manager’s wife in an
hundred ever faw the infide of a plantation fick
houfe in her life. He makes this ftrifture, that
thofe who attend to the Effay may not be mifled in
one ruinous inftance, and by throwing the blame on

a3 ¢ the
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ce the whole fyftem, make the caufe of humanity meet
s¢ with more enemies than ever.”

The following quotations are fo much to the pur-
pofe, that they are given to the reader without any
comment, Baron Tott, fpeaking of the flate of flaves
in Tunis, at the end of his fecond volume, fays:
¢« I faw at the palace of the Bey a great number of
“ flaves of every nation; but they gave me none of
¢ the ideas ufually entertained refpefting them. Ifaw
¢ them well clothed, well fed, and well treated;
“ and I am inclined to doubt, if even thofe, who are
‘¢ home fick, have in general much reafon to be fatis-
‘¢ fied with their ranfom, It is poflible, in truth, that
¢ the flaves fold into the interior parts of the country,
¢ or to individuals, who purchafe them on {peculation,
¢ are not fo happy as thofe who fall to the lot of the 1,
¢ fovereign or the grandees. We may prefume, how- i
¢¢ ‘ever, that even the avarice of their mafters militates
¢ in their favour; for it mult be confeffed that the .
¢ Europeans are the only people who ill treat their |
«¢ flaves, which arifes, no doubr, from this caufe: |
¢ That they conftitute the wealth of the Orientals, and
<¢ that with us they are the means of amafling wealth.

« In the Eaft they are the delight of the mifer; with
<¢ ys they are only the inftrament of avarice. Convey
« 3 negroc of our colonies, and an European flave of
< Tunis, into a neutral and wnpartial country ;—it is
<¢ to that tribunal I appeal.”
Moore, in his View of Socicty in ltaly, remarks:
« Fiom thefe obfervations on the treatment of flaves
< among the ancient Romans, are we to infer, thar
¢ they were naturally of a more cruel turn of mind,
<t than the prefent inhabitants of Europe ? Or is there
« pot reafon to believe, thar in the fame circumiftances
< modern nations would aét in the fame manner? Do
<¢ we not perceive that the practice of domeftic lavery -
< has at this day a ftrong tendency to render men .
¢« haughty, capricious, and cruel? Such, I am afraid, -
¢¢ 15 the nature of man, that, if he has power without
< controul, he will ufe it without juftice: abfolute
“ power
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¢« power has a firong tendency to make good men
¢ bad, and never fails to make bad men worfe. It was

¢ an obfervation of the late Marifchal Saxe, that in all
¢ the contefts between the army waggoners and their

R << horfes, the waggoners were in the wrong, which he
B << imputed to their having abfolute authority over the
E << horfes.” The author hopes the ** gentlemen of St.
F < Chriftopher” will, in their next publication, take
- proper notice of thefe hoftile fentiments.

P O ST SCURIPT
On THE Cunrnsory REMARKS,

After the author had prepared this Reply for the
prefs, another anonymous adverfary ftepped forth,
with his Curfory Remarks, calling himfelf a friend to,
and pretending to have bheen an inhabitant of, the Weft
indian colonies. The author fays pretending, becaufe
he betrays flrong marks of knowing nothing of the
Weft Indies, except from fecond hand, and of being an
hireling, only bribed to furbifh up the contradictory
abfurdities of the St. Ghriffopber Gentiemen. There are
fo many glaring faiflicods, (fome of them needlefs)
in his accounts of things, that the only reafonable con-
jefture refpecting him is, that he has taken his inftruc-
tions from, and afflumed the name of, fome Weit
Indian, who has communicated juft what he thought
plaufible on the fubject, without fuffering his advo-
cate to peep behind the curtain, to fee the horrid
fcenes, that might have fhocked even the nerves of a
Grub-Street writer, The author thinks this charatter
more honourable for him, than to fuppofe him ac-
quainted with the Weft Indies, and forging, or wilfully
perverting facts ro eftablith the caufe of tyranny and
oppreffion, If after all he turns out to be a Weft
Indian, may a merciful God awaken his conicience be- -

fore it be too late!
a4 That
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“ That he has had the St. Chriftopher work, from the
firft before him, though in his Appendix he denies it,
will appear clearly to any one, who can fubmit to the
naufeous tatk of comparing the produftions together.
The Weft Indian work had been received in England,
and was induftrioufly circulated rthere full fix months
before his pamphlet appeared, It had reached the
author about December 1784. It would therefore be
furprizing, if this formidable champion had not been
favoured with it, long before his own work went to
' the prefs. The fame fiCtions, the fame expreflions are
to be feen in both. The crude Weft Indian produ&ion
was not indeed to be offered to an Enghith palate,
till drefled up anew, and its loathfomenefs a little abated
by the art of cookery. In the mean time, the writer
thought not himfelf anfwerable for its abfurdities and
lies, and therefore could quote, and, without blufh-
ing, call it in as a favage auxiliary, to cut and fcalp
the poor author, regardlefs of the rights of war., The
diffcrence in point of time afforded an opportunity of
correéting what was to be tranfcribed, and putting ic
in a lefs fhocking drefs, though after all it continues
too much like the fmall proprietor’s flave, whom he
defcribes, p. 29, without food in his belly, or clothes
on his back, to make a decent appearance,

Yer is the writer a great friend to decency, and takes
the Effayift roundly to tafk for not keeping within his
notions of it. As a {pecimen of his own attention to
propriety, he introduces himfelf to his readers in the
amiable charalter of St. John reprimanding a minifter
for exhorting mafters to behave with benevoience to
their {laves, Still, if this writer will meddie with
Scripture, he recommends to him, inftead of his prefent
motto, to take in his next edition,  Great is Diana
« of the Ephefians,” and fight openly under the ban-
ner of oppreffion. At leaft, it will be more honourable
for himfelf; and he will not be obliged to injure the

caule of his pay-mafters, by making avkward concef..

In

fions in the affumed chara@er of a benevolent man.
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In the conclufion of his Effay, the author pointed
out to the advocates of oppreflion in what manner
alone his book could be an{wered; but none of them
feem to have read it {o far. It will therefore be necef-
fary to bring it again before them. And if any man,
of a {ober decent character, will come forward by pame,
and publickly declare, that the author’s adverfaries have
complied with this reafonable demand, he will kifs the
rod, and retraét his cenfure.

After cormmunicating the following fenfible letrter,
rranfmitred the author lately from the Welt Indies,
he means to go on with his Reply ta the St. Chrniftopher
pamphier, and fhall fubjoin what 1s particular in thefe
Ciurfory Remarks at the end.  As he thinks 1t will be
dithcuit to invent any wmore lies to the prejudice of
his perfon, or new objeflions againft his book, he
hopes he thall be allowed here to take his leave of
controverfly ; at leait with all fuch dark affaffins as
dare only to ftab in the dark.*

Concluding Paragraph of the Author’s Effay, by which
the Anfwers to it fhould have been framed.

Doubtlefs, in a fubjeét like this, where we muft be
fatishied with general accounts, probable conjettures,
and analogical reafoning, a perfon inclined to take the
other fide, may felet many things to be objefted to,
many to be contradi¢ted. Burt ull fuch a man can,
fimply and generally fpeaking, vindicate on the fcore
of religion, morality, or even policy, the conduft, or

® In tzking leave of thefe ancnymous adverfaries, the author is
happy in the. recolleftion, that theugh ons interefled in the
fugar colonies, and others, calling them{elves friends to the Weft-
Indians, have thewn a moft diabolical induftry in going aboat and
-poifoning the ears of every perfon to whom they could get accefs,
wholfe good opinion he would wifth to preferve, with ftories to his
difadvaniage, taken from thefe ancanymous publications, where
“alone indeed they exift; yet has he loit the favour of no man, who
otherwife knew him ; and that perfons equally eminent for their
.virtues, penetration, and rank, who long have had the bett op-
_portunities of knowing him in cvery various fitnation of life, con-

-tinge their protedtion and friendfhip to him.
rather
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rather negligence of government, with refpeét to the
fugar colonies, till he can prove that the diet, the
clothing, the labour, the punithments of 400,000 ne-
Qroes ought to be left entirely to the difcretion of
their mafters; till he can affirm, that flaves have an
adequate remedy, either in law, opinion, or intereft, as
praétifed or underftood among us, againft the parfi-
mony, infenfibility, prejudices, meannefs, ignorance,
fpite, and cruelty of their owners and overfeers; till
he can fhew, that the prefent itate of our flaves is the
beft poffible ftate, both for them and their mafters,
into which they can be put; and thar we had a right
to ravifh them from their country, to tranfport and
place them in our own; till he can fhew it to be
impoffible to make them real Chriftians, or to render
them more ufeful members of the ftate than they are
at prefent; tll he can Ihew that reafon is convinced,
humanity pleafed, that liberty has no claim, and reli-
gion no with; the juftice of our remarks muft remain
eftablithed, and the neceflity of that attention to the
improvement of flaves, both as men and Chriftians,
which is here inforced, muft remain unconfuted,

A Letter from s Gentleman in the Weft Indies, to the
Author of the Effay on the Treatment, &c. of Afri-
can Slaves, dated March 24th, 1784, and June 4th,

17834,

I have frequently confidered the ftate of the poor
flaves purcha(}ed in Africa, and thence conveyed to the

* Weft Indies, and fold unto perpetual flavery. The
reafons affigned for fuch unnatural rraffick, and the
ufage thefe poor people meet with, are not reconcile-
able to humanity or Chriftianity, and difgraceful to
planters, |
We are at great pains to urge reafons to deceive -
ourfclves and others, in fupport of our pra&ice and
conduct towards our flaves; but our behaviour to- .
wards them difcovers our real motive, We aegle@ the - -

temporal
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- temporal and eternal interefts of thefe poor creatures,
 and only artend to the prefent advantage or benefit
that arifes from their labour. As Chriftians, we thould
confider, that ’ere long we fhall be called to a fevere
and ftri@t account for our ufage of the fluves that have
- fallen into our hands; they are robbed of their hiberty
there, and deprived of all the comforts of life, and
litele care or pains taken to promote their future hap-
 pinefs. It is incumbent on all, to adopt fuch mea-
! {ures a8 may tcnd io promote, and bring abaut, fome
! new regulations with refpect to thefe people, which I
’ think may be accomplifhed, without the lofs or damage
- that is generally fuppofed would artend any change,
Flereby our own minds would be made eafier, and the
flaves much happier than under their prefent fuffer-
ing,
nPofﬁbly the following plan may afford fome hints
that may be found ufeful :n accomplithing this im-
portant bufinefs, By freeing a few yearly, under cer-
tain conditions, that could not diftrefs the eftates at
- prefent, in the courfe of a few years it might be bene-
. fited by fuch gradual changes made thereupon.

- Let us fuppofe 2 Weft Indian eftate to confift of
£ 400 acres, with 2e0 negroes, cattle, mules, horfes, &c.
¢ fully fufficient, cultivared as follows:

Hhds.
¥ o Acres in plants, 50 Acres for houfes, pal-
will yield - § 100 tures, and intervals,
2 5o Acres 1ft. ratoons 60| 30 Ditto negree ground.
¢ co Acres 2d. ditto 40} 20 Ditto for provifions &
' T — herbage.
50 Acres preparing} 200, 100 Ditto let out to freed
- for plants - negroes, at 1} joe, or

—_ £ 3 ferling per acre.
200 '

ift. Al negroes fifty years of age, and upwards, to
_ be freed, and have a fmali lot of land, the rent to be

pad
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paid in cotton, provilions, or ftock. No negroe, free
or lave, to be harboured or employed; unlefs they
produce a permiffion to be abfent from their late or
prefent owner, At death, the land to remain with the
family, who mu# refide upon it, or revert to the
eltate.

2d. Every year ten negroes made free, from thirty
to fifty years old, to be appraifed or valued as the
owner or {lave can agree to have land as above, and to

pay yearly a proportion of fuch valuation, in cotton,

provifions, ftock, or labour; to work four days in
every week upon the eftate, and allowed, if field ne-
groes, 18d. for each day’s labour if tradefmen, 3s. for
each day’s work.

3d. Al negroe children born upaon the eftate to be
chriftened, and care taken to inftruct them in the du.
ties of religion; to be made free, and valued as above,

when they arrive at twenty-five or thirty years of age
to have land, and refide on the eftate, and pay yearly .
a proportion of fuch valuaton in cotton, ftock, pro- -

vifions, or labour.
4th., Ten and fifteen boys or girls purchafed annu-
ally, from ten to {ixteen years of age, and made free
at twenty-five or thirty years old, on condition as be.
fore, and have Jands allotted them to refide continu-
ally thereupon ; chriftened when purchafed.
sth.  Negroes made free, upon no pretence to de-
art from the eftate, or abfent themfelves without per-
miffion from the owner or chief manager, and there-

in exprefled the bufinefs they go upon, and time al-

lowed for abfence.

oth. Al freed people cncouraged; or obliged to R
marry, if poffible, on the plantation, and care taken -

to prevent the troubles and difturbance that arife from -

the prefent prallice.

7th. A proper houfe built on fome convcnientju'.;:
place, for the negroes to affernble in and be inftruted.
Superannuated negroes caufed to give regular attend-

ance.
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8th. All free people to be ftrictly prohibited from
harbouring flaves, or freed people, without producing

proper pafies,

th. An orderly decent man to be employed as
clerk of the parith, and to have from every eftate an
annual fubfcription, for teaching to read and fing, two
or four children, and proper hymns compofed for ufe of
the negroes. Organsihould be placed in every church.

The negroes arc fond of mufick.

B.dvantages that may, and I hope will arife, in time, to
the owners of eftates, from frecing and altering the
condition of negroes. |

1t. The pleafing refle@tion, vpon doing a dury
incumbent upon all Chriftians.

2d. The freeing our flaves, and allowing them
three days in the week to attend their duty, and cul-
tivate their ground, will greatly better cheir prefent
condition, and give them opportunity to provide for
their future happinefs. - |

ad. Such negroes as remain flaves will work with
fpirir, and cheerfully, when informed, that, in cafe of
cood behaviour, it will come to their turn to be
freed ’ere long.

ath, The freed negroes will abound in provifions,
ftock, &c. of all forts, which will be found ufeful in
the plantations ; our negroes will have plenty, and the
owners ftock, &c, when called for.

sth, The freed negroes fhould be encouraged to
keep a cow, or hogs, and have proper pens, from
which abundance of manure may be procured.” The
old negroes and children to provide daily ftock, meat,
and the field negroes difcharged from that irkfome
labour or {ervice. . ' :

6th, When we raife a gang of thirty and forty able
freed pegroes on all occafions to work for us at 184.

r day, we may well leflen our numbers of {laves,
and never have occafion to call in a rafk work gang;
this will be a great faving to us, and as we (hall have
plenty of provifions, we may employ more white fer-
“yanss from Eurepe, {or attending about the works, &c.

' At
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At prefent we pay £10 or £12 currency per acre, for
cleaning and hoeing land. 12 0 o §

Fifty freed negroes always ready to do)

our work, will finitth at leaft one acre > 315 O

per day, generally more, at 184. J

Allow fifty acres done yearly, will fave } 8 5 o

£4 125 10d. currency. - -

7th.  All freed negroes from fifteen to fixty years
of age to be enrolled, and taught to perform their
duty as wmilitia, and well armed and kept in good
order, will foon become a powerful body in every
ifland, at no expence, and may well be depended

upon, where they have property of their own; and

thefe negroes always called out at low rates, to repair
roads, or accomplifh. publick works.

- Such laws and regulations, as will be found necef-
{ary for the government of chefe people, will come -

neceflarily from the legiflature.

Suppofe the fugar planter’s property valued at
£30,000, he makes yearly two hundred hogfheads fugar,
at L14 fterling, is fz28co.fterh.—Rum, fterl. L1coo

£3800

Dedu&t intereft or capital, £i8oo fterl. }

wages, taxes, &c. &c. at L1200 flerl. £3000

T—————

Remains [f800

The lands- divided would be two acres for each

negroe, which cultivated and taken due care of in
cotton, may be rated at fifteen pounds weight per -
acre; one half allow for the owner, is feventy-five
pounds, at 184. currency, will be about f1250 fter. -

ling. :

The negroes to have the like fum to pay for ‘thcir,

freedom, with addition of labour, ftock, &c¢. &¢. and

plenty of all forts of provifions, would very foon ac-
complith that purpofe, ,

" Dear
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June the 4th, 1785.'
Dear Sir, »

Your much valued book, upon altering our treat-
ment, and freeing the negroes, came to my hands laft

- week. Your own feelings will convince you, how
. much | am pleafed upon reading your treatife.  The
foregoing letter | wrote March the 24th, 1784, I
fhall be happy if any hint may be uvfeful to you, in
accomplifhing this moft ufeful work, :

N.B. This letter is the more valuable, becaufe it
appears to be the writei’s genuine thoughts on the
fubjedt, before he had read the Effay to which he here
refers. Speaking in the name of planters, he fays,
€© We are at great pains to urge reafons to deceive
¢ ourfelves and others, in fupport of our pradice
¢ and conduct towards our {laves ; but our behaviour
<¢ towards them difcovers our real motive.” A fenti-
ment which the author recommends to the ferious
confideration of all his virulent adverfaries.

Auguft che 10th, 1785.

The Author has received two more Letters from the
- fame Perfon ; the laft of which he gives below, as
. - well worthy of the Publick Attention,

Reverend Sir,
{
. _ Some weeks palt 1 inclofed you the copy of a letter
%I had written March the 24th, 1784, relative to our
¢ improving the condition of our poor negroes, and gra-
- dually making them all free, which I hope will, in a
{hort time, be accomplifhed, without lofs or damage
- to the prefent proprietors ; while, if it be duly attend-
ed to, the revenue may be greatly encreafed, and the
fecurity and fafety of the iflands made more certain,
by .encreafing, at no expence, a body of militia, that
will defend their freedom and property under new re-
gulations,
Qur
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Our heavy load of debt. The French encreafing
their naval force, and our weaknefs in the i{lands, may
furely convince us, our property is precarious, while
irs great extent may fhew, that the trade of the fugar
colonies is of the utmoft confequence ; this appears
from your calculation.

I did not fee your moft valuable Effay, until late in
May, and by the book-binder's omifiion, the third
fection of the fifth chapter, where you fuggelt 2 new
plan of police, is left out, which gives me great concern.

1 wifh, as you do, that it may fall to the lot of En-
glith fubje&s, to form and eftablith fuch plans as may
be adapted for freeing and improvisg the condition of
the poor flaves. In cafeour flaves had proper time al-
lowed them, and were well fed, their families would
foon encreafe to fuch numbers as would enrich us all,
and prevent the neceffity of buying fuch numbers of
new negroe¢s as are purchaled yearly.

We have.a negroe carpenter on an eftate in this
ifland, who has lived many years with his wife, and
taken care.of his family, and has now eight or nine
children grown up, and able people, and is worth about
£L200 fterling, and keeps his family in great order.

A particular confiderable eftate in this iftland has not
loft an able negroe for four years pait; four or five very
old negroes died, and in that time twenty or twenty-
four children were bora, and are now living.

1 have fpent forty-five years in the Weft Indies, and
have had much experience amongft the poor creatures;
they deferve better ufage, and are very capable of being
made ufeful and good fubjeéts here, and happy here
after.

1 pray God may infpire you with wifdom and under-
ftanding, effeftually to promote this humane and bene-
volent work, by private and publick meafures proper-

1y adopted. 1 am well affured the fuccefs would an-
fwer your moft fanguine wifhes.

" I am, with great refpe&, Sir,

Your moft humble férvant.
A REPLY




A REPLY, &
TO THE
Gentlemen Authors of St. Chriftopher.

1 know not what impreflions the calumny of my accu~
fers has made on the publick : for my part, 1 own,
fo artfully are their reafons coloured, and fer off,
they have almoft made me forget myfelf. And yet
I know they have not fpoken one word of truth.

| SOCRATES.

INTRODUCTION.

, HESE gentlemen fet off with afferting, that s

bad book has been written in favour of liberty,
and to prove it, they exhibit the author as the worft
man, and moft malicious member of foctety, that ever
exifted. In laying this accufation before the publick,
they exprefs themfelves with fuch a feeming honeit in-
dignoation, as to make the reader with to become ac-
quainted with their merit, and grieved to find it hid i
a croud, Indeed, their generofity cannot be fuffici.
ently celebrated. The credit which belongs to them
as individuals, they transfer to their country, and thus
force the admiring reader to confider every inhabitant
of St. Chriftopher as a paragon of learning, eloquence,
and virwe.. How imprudent is the coateft, when an
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individual, incapable, as they doubtle{s have made
out, of purting the words of one fentence properly to-
gether, or drawig one juft inference from his premifes,
atrernpts with-a plain tale to encounter the {kill of this
hoft of orators. David’s combat with Goliath of Gath
was hot more unpromifing, or more uncqual,

Their performance naturally divides itfelf into two
parts, though wrought up together, the one for the
fupport of the other. 1ft. The author's infamous
character as a man. 2d. His inconclufive reafoning as
a writer.

They accufe the author of not being a Chriftian; of
having been a Prefbytenan; a harth furgeon; a vie-
lent politician; a cruel mafter; a grafping avaricicus
man; a bad neighbour; he preached his people out of
church; he mocked at God's judgments; he was a
corrupt magiftrate ; he forged a certificate ro deprive
the penfioners of the cheft of Chatham of fix pounds
per annum ; he was the caufe of all the oppreffion ex-
ercifed on the Jews, and other inhabitants of St Eu-
ftatius. He was fo envenomed againft the colony,
where he was moft happily fituated, as to mutreprefent
it to adminiftration, and intercept thofe rays of mini-
fterial favour, which thould have beamed forth on them
at the reftoration of peace. He has publifhed injurious
falthoods againft good men; he has dared o fpeak
againft the Americans and great men. In fhort, fuch
a moniter never before appeared on paper.

It may be obferved, that a contemnptible publica-
tion from fuch a man as this, cannot poffibly injure
thofe whom it atracks. Glaring faifhoods, uttered by
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a man of this pernicious charaler, muft, in this in-
quiring a%e, recoil back on himfelf, Therefore, it

was not abfolutely neceffary to fill up their extraordi-

nary book with fthocking inconfiftent fories of the:
man, whofe reafoning théy impugned. His Effay was-
before the publick, and muft ftand or fall by its own
merits, independent of the writer’s condut as a maw. -
From their management indifferent people will niew-

rally conclude, they did not efteem themfel ves equal
to
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¢o his arguments, if they left him one fingle good
quality in poffeffion.

But men, who write with their warm indignation
againft bafenefs, muft be able themfclves to ftand the
{evereft fcrutiny into their life and converfation. It
would have rejoiced the author to have brought the
publick acquainted with each of thefe retired men of
merit. How wantonly foever he himfelf has been

~traduced, he is confcious of having fearched only for
the truth; and if there were any conciufion in their

arguments, he would fet againft himfelf the weight of
their characters and virtues, Fle has always abhorred
thar too common cuftom of blackening an adverfary’s
reputation, and fuppofing that his reafuning is never
overthrown, while his perfon can be viewed in a fa-
vourable jight,

The oftenfible colle€tor of this charge is a clergy-
man well known 1o bookfellers in England, for his
labours in the mines of literature.®* Every advantage
of family, patronage and learning, were infufficient to
fix him in the church. But having affifted in the de-
teftion of John the Painter, he was rewarded wich the
chaplainfhip of a man of war, on the Charibbean fta-

~tion. In the midft of altive fervice he quitted his
; thip, and came down to St. Chriftopher. There, to
¢ the difgrace of the age, he found his telling of 2 lu-
£ dicrous ftory, and his being an eafy companion of more
§ fervice than his anceftry and talents. His arrival was
g within three months of the time of the author’s quitting
B theifland, Their intercourfe he is welcome to relate. He
was afterwards rutor in a family nearly allied to the au-
thor; he.bas leave 1o publithall refpedting him he.could
§ podibly learn in it. What he has fipce colledied of the
£ author’s conduét, is fuch an heap of grofs falfhoods,
¥ often without eved the foundation of an indifferent
F gircimftagee, on which so teft, 25 might induce ons

% Eiis pav sppears in the sitle page of a Diftionary of Arts sad
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to believe he had been on purpofe mifled for his own
confulion.

As he owns the patch-work, he is anfwerable for the
drefs in which it appears. And he, who cenfures a
wotk, which, aiming only at wutility, difclaims orna-
ment, will furely give a fpecimen of fornething near to
perfeétion 5 for he is an old profefled book maker.
Yet his work ¢ teems with repetitions, contradillions,
« abfurdities; his vague defultory manner tires, con-
« fufes, and difgufts the reacer.” Ulfelefs words, fu-
perfluous phrafes, falfe grammar; no meaning meet
the eye in every page.t

One of his coadjutors, he who furnithes the book
with a head and tail piece, is a man who long made
good his intimacy in the author’s famuly, and, one
thort interval excepted, always profefled a regard and
efteem for him. His application to bulinefs gave him
~the choice of employments, He 1s diltinguithed in
the Effay for his method and judicious treatment of
his flaves. And furely he, who could find oppurtu-
nity to celebrate him as a manager, could never mein
to injure the mafter’s juft authority,  Fis friends (p. 70)
obferve refpeéting him, *“ We own, he has his merits;
¢ but we never heard him celebrated for his huma.
¢ nity.” To which it is replied, nor did the author
ever hear of it. His conduét is contrafted with hu-
manity ; to fhew that good fenfe and method, equally
with humanity, will lead to the good treatment of

+ This man, in charalter of an African merchant, anno 1772,
publifhed a book in favour of the flave trade, which he fays has been
much neglefted and abufed, He uphraids the author for not hay- -
ing mentioned it, though his own had been framed before that time,
and had been publithed twelve months before he had heard of its -
exiltence. A great part of it is tranferibed into the prefent per-
formance, African merchant was not o him sn occafiomal utle,
‘Whilc a conatry clergyman, he affociated himfelf with certain en..
Lerprizing men, to trade in flaves to the river Gambis. His part.
was to draw gudgeons into the net.  Several fimple countrymen. -
were fairly taken in, particularly a poor blackfmith, who wispro-
mifed five hundred per cent. profit for forging letters. Lumekily
the bubble burfk before there was much more mifchief done.

7 ﬂavcs;?'
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flaves. B3 min, in his nates, fays, ¢ he never ob-
v AhMied thofe feeds of fentiment and morality, which
* < the author mentions among his flaves,” When the
obfervation was made, the falt was as it is affirmed,
and was frequently the fubje€ of converfation be-
tween bim and the author.  But when he took other
and more valuable managements, he could not cone
tinue to pay chefe that artention, which, at firft, laid
the foundation of his charalter and fortune, They
may therefore be tuppofed to have fallen back 5 and
he found it more convenicent to deny the original ob-
fervation, than account for the change.

Being 2 man of acute obfervarion, living in the au-
thor’s neighbourhood, and conftandy frequenting his
houfc, he knew more of his family than he himfelf
did. He was always, at lealt he conftantly affirmed
himfelf to have been, the author's ftreauous advocate.
And what from one of his penetration, before which
not three charaCters in the colony were blamelefs, is a
mighty commendation; he gave him frequent ftrong
sarks of the molt unabated approbation. Even in the
end of July, 1784, when the clamour was univerfal
againlt the author and his book, he ftood up, like
another Abdiel, and vindicated the Effay, as contain.
ing, to his certain knowledge, nothing but the truth.
‘T'o him, if he had not thus commitied himielf, could
the author freely appeal to contradiét every accufation
brought againft him; in moft cafes from his own par-
ticular knowledge, in all, from his fincere perfuafion
of his innocence, drawn from his intimate acguaint-
ance with the conduét and fentiments of the author,
which were open to him at all times.

In this ftrong flate of the cafe, how fhall we account
for this fudden exalperated oppofition ¢ The difcretion
that we muft {uppofe in fo thriving a man muft have
fuggefted to him, that to infinuate himfelf intaq the
family of a man, who treated him with unreferved
- confidence, with & defign to expofe what was uttered
or done in fuch confidence, mult make every man
afraid of trufting himfelf in his company, But to take
| A3 advantago
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advantage of this fituation, to give the bafeft ‘.;xlx]slrown

refpe@ting him 2 currency with men, who could not %

know him fo well, is a conduct fo full of treachery,
as words cannot exprefs. Nor did the author believe
it, ol convincing proofs had filenced every doubt,
arifing from a refletion on his own innocence, or thi
man’s good fenfe, '

Itis to be obferved, that the author’s bafenefs had
had its full operation, and in this accufer's prefent
dpinion had been fully cftablithed, at the ume, when
tliis man ftood up in vindication of him and his book,
How will he, {o candid a man as he is, aniwer for his
conduét? How could he perunacioufly argue in his
favour, as often as impotent malice made an attack
. on him? Knpowing him to be innocent, his defence of
him did himfelf honour. But if he was the vilcit of
men, independent of his having written a bad book,
on whar principle was he his voluntary advocate?

The truth 15, he himfelf has been betrayed; he
never meant to fhew himfelf in print, He filled up
the margin of the author’s ¥flay with his manufcript
notes, chiefly to gain the favour of a young man,
whoin he perfuaded to imagine himfeif mjured in the
perfon of a relation, fuppofed to have been placed
there 1n an unfavourable point of view, and who had
the difpofal of a profitable employment, that lay con-
venient for the annotator. He accordingly has broken
with the African merchant for having taken this
undde advantage of his annotations. Where thall we
book for faith, when even the defenders of the ine
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jured planters innocence are thus wanting to each

other and themfelves?

In the mean time, it is neceffary to fet the publick
right in one point. The annotator is fuppofed 1o have
furnithed the author with his anecdotes, Of this he'
is wholly guiltlefs., He certainly gained from his)

converfation much fecret hiftory and curious informa

tion, which he fhould blufh to put on piper. Butthe:

author’s general notions of his fubje&t wers. formied

before this man had tsken that fimtion i the colony,, _'

which
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© flaves. g have made his obfervarions- ufeful to
XN And in falt, he relates nothing to which a very

& fuperficial obferver was not equal, Nor is any more of
any charaéter admitted than what was necefiary to elu-
cidate his fubjet, When this man fhall jefolve to
favour the publick with his own minure diary, it will
s {een witich of the two has made the moft favourable
‘conciufions refpeling men and manners in the colony,
ft is hard for a man to be obliged to combat for a
victory he has already gained, About fifteen years ago
a great parg of thefe falfhoods were charged againft the
autior, and proved to be falfhoods, his enemies them-
% fclves being judges., This the annotater, in partj-
% cular, knows, and muft teftify, whenever he dares to
& fpeak his genuine fentiments. But fuppafe for a mo-
s ment every charge true, Who are the perfons that
- ftand up his accufers? would their conduét bear the
% fcrutny of pryisg melice, introducing itfelf in the
7 unfufpeCted garb of friendlhip? Were it not a mean-
¥ nefs vaworthy of him? is it mor ip his power to re-
. taliate in 2 manner that muft make his adverfaries
E bluth? He likewife has had his information and re-
= ports, But he {corns a costention in bafenels. Heis
% as far from that perfection, at which he aims, as the
& meaneft fon of Adam is from what he propofes for the
E object of his imitation. But he dares the moft inti-
¢ mare of his friends, and rhe mioft malicious of his
¢ cnemics, alike, 1o come forward and fix on him a fen-
g timent, or charge him with an a&ion, which, taken
g with all irs circumftances, needs to make an honeft
¥ man blufa among hopeft men, cenicious of the in-
: irmities of human nature, |
. Refpefting the colony of which he is held farth the
> ?ireful enemy, he never encouraged a thoughr bur
~ for its profperity ; he pever artempted a thing 1n which
irs intereft was conceraed, that had sot its adv e
- in view. He learned not his patriotiim among the
 modemn frirterers of freedom, who affe@ univerfal be-
. nevolence 3s a presence for avoiding particular at-
. Zachments. He believes a community preferves a juft
A4 claim
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claim to the good will and affiftance of every man
who has lived under its laws. He will not yield to hi
adverfaries in his attachment to this common colony
nor in a regard for every virtuovs individual in It
He is even of opinion with the good old philofopher, |
that no injury a man c¢an receive from his country can,
in any cafe, vindicate him for taking an alive part &
againft it,

If he had thought or afted differently, 1n common
account, he ‘has often had ample provocation. Asa
clergyman, he faithfully difcharged his duty: and
though now reproached for negleéting it for other pur-
fuits, rthe greateft prejudices entertained againft him
were for prefling the exercife of his office too ear-
neftly on his people. As a cirizen, he was obedient
to the Jaws, and always ranged himfelt aétively on
their fide. As a neighbour, he was ready, uleful, %
and obliging. No man put the doing of a kindnefs §
in his power, and went away with a refufal. Almoft
every paft difficeley in his hife, every hardthip under
which his farmily now {uffers, has arifen from his en-

-deavours to ferve and aflift others, There are indivi--
duals in the colony, to whom the author owes good . |

offices, which he has had an opportunity of acknow- |
ledging, only by a grateful refentment of them. But
refpeiting the colony in general, for one favour he has
ever recetved, he has confered ten, Every little claim,
freely allowed to the moit profligate of the profeflion,
was refufed or difputed with him. What they were
obliged to allow was generally done in a grudging
manner, that did credit neither to the giver or receiver.
He means not this, any more than any former ftrictore,
for a general cenfure. But that prevailing indolence
has he ever found in people, which gives ene noify -
perverfe man more influence againft, than fix friends. -
could exert in favour of juftice or equity. Indeed
thofe of the profeflion, who have been moft genercufly -

treated in that colony, have been ufually fuch a5 the

author never had an inclination to imitate, ~ -~

R 7 2
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B If it be obferved, that fuch treatment certaioly vin-
Bclicates the author for afferting his innocence and value,
Wy et that it muft appear unaccountable, how fuch a
B harafter could meet with fo much oppofition, and en-
Bcounterfo many prejudices, he anfwers, he might refer
ko the rreatment that many, he had almoft taid all,
% the moft valuable and amiable charafters among
Bvien have endused in all ages. He never {et up for one
B¢ thole mwilk and water charalters, of which every
Bbody fpeaks well. He had a profeflion which he
Belicened to fupport; and a reputation which he re-
f garded to maintain.  He endeavoured to form his life
E by a more confiltent rule than common opinion, and
therefore never hefitated to facrifice this laft on the
sltar of duty, whenever duty and publick efteem, as
often happens tn ative life, came in oppofition. He
never fubmitted to the drudgery of fattering the vices
or folly of a patron, he never attached himfeif to, or
became the tool of any great man or party. Particu-
Jarly having an high opinion of the importance of his
office, and preaching being the only way in which he
was gllowed to exercife ir, he endeavoured to make it
as pratically ufeful as poflible. This perhaps gave
him more the appearance of a reformer, than men,
who confidered themfelves above him and his exhor-
tacions, were willing to allow,

But what chiefly raifed a prejudice againft him was
his keeping himfelf independent, and being early con-
fidered as a thriving man, About the ume of his fet-

" tlement, luxury had laid the ruin of many of the old
families, and in their decreafing ftate to fee a new
man rifing up among them, was what eavy could not
well digeft. Yer heaven knows, the fum that raifed
up this malevolent {pirit, and which is fo perpecualiy
_carped at in this ﬁ.'rqrizin book, would have gone a
fhort way in the revels of diflipation, and often it was
made ferviceable among rthem in a manner thac
_prudence little approved of, and by which his famil
has been, and continues to be, efientially iniurec{
Nor could he readily have laid out his time lefs ad-

va.nugcouﬂy
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His offenfive work forced the fubjett on him. He did 8
for his flaves what he thoughr circumftances, and theic B8
ftate would permit. They fhared largely in his fub-
ftance and his care; but he never could entirely fatisfy]
himfelf. The thought foured a fituation otherwife
envied and enviable. He was not happy; he did not
make them happy. When he forced hunfelf from this
unnatural ftare, he imagined there was yet fomething
he ought to have done. He fhall now only he fatisficd
if his book, either through contention, or through
conviétion, fhall caufe their ftate to be inquired into
and 1mproved,

The author has perufed his Effay and their anfwer
rogether, and were every thing, to which they have §
objetted, ftruck our, his charge againflt the prefent
treatment of flaves would remain in full ftrength. %
"They, indeed, acknowledge greater enormities, than. §
he thought it ncceflary to eftablith. He is accufed 4
for partucularizing tndividuals; and bring againit him 1
two inftances: but by dragging them into light, they
have made the matter ten times worfe than the author
leftit. In obferving particular faults, he meant not
application, but corre€ion. He introduded no cha-
raéter unneceffarily, he vented no private fpleen, nor
defcended to private failings. He willingly would
take on himfcrf a part of that blame, which every
pofleflor of flaves more or lefs deferves.  Slavery makes
a man more accountable for the conduld amd bappinefs of
others, than any ordinary degree of virtut enables bim iq be
with fafety or [elf-approbation. May heaven haiten the
time when this unnatural diftin&tion fhall have anend.”

They accufe the author of aiming at a general pre~
cipitate emapcipation of flaves; though he every
where particularly guards againft it, by infitting on the:

* The law paffed in St. Chriftopher, in 1783, to imprilon and -
fine the mafter who difmembers his flave, or breaks his bones, is &
beginning that does credit fo the colony: but was it neceffary to re~
proach the author fo often for not having remarked it owo'ytars

fore it was cnadted? o

neceflicy
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decefiity of flow cautious methods, for which he gives
ghe example of the Jews when brought up out of the
f.oufe of bondage. He even confiders abfolute free-
B om as athing to be wifhed for, and a diftant, though
heceflary, confequence of the improvement of the con-
MEtion of flaves, rather than immediately proper or
S#anted. And he fears not go give it as his formed
alinion, that it will take more than one generation to
Mring the plan of improvemeni and libercy to perfec-
Bion. The advantage of the {lave, equally with the
Brrerefl of the mafter, will not fuffer the meafure to
e hurried on, By raifing the flave gradually, as pro-
Enofed, in the ranks of fociety, the change may be
Fbrought about to their mutval advantage. When
“flavery prevailed in Europe, every argumenr, fuggefied
now in its favour, might then as forcibly have been
ufed. Yet by its gradual abolition, under che influence
of Chritianity, the condition both of mafter and flave
has been improved, and the command over almoft the
whole globe has devolved on this fmall and leakt fertile
quarter, To come to parricular charges.

1ft. The Avthor’s infamous Charater as a Maa.

The things of which he is accufed are fo multifarious,
and lie confufed amidlt fuch heterogeneous ftuff, thac
he hardly knows how to begin. Bur a fill greater
diftrefs arifes from the neceflity impofed on him of
reviving things, which, for the fake of others, he
wifhes had remained in oblivion. Thofe concerned
muft make allowance for the hardfhip thus impofed on
him. He will endcavour to confine himfelf as much
as poffible to his own defence, He has firft to account
for the circumftances of his becoming a clergyman,
~and his employment while fettled in the Welt Indies,

~To the charge of his having changed his religion,
and having been a Prefbyterian, p. 14. 21, he anfwers,
his whole family, both on father and mother’s fide,
-had been Chriftians of the epifcopal church of Slco:é

an
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fent at the examination of his hurt, before he is pu
on the penfion lift, The furgeon of the fhip my
alfo defcribe the hust in his ift of fmart tickets, b
which the cerrificate is checked. All this was don
while the author was in England, full five months¥
before his fail on board Capr. Young’s fhip, whick %
yet in no cafe could have availed him, without a voy-3
age to England, which 1t is well known he made not:
cill anno 17%7. Hence the publick may judge, howZ
he could impofe on the cheft a fctitious hurt, or oned
not received in the fervice, But his adverfaries are
armed at all points, A man of his fortune ought not §
to intercept fuch a- pittance as four pounds penfion §
from the poor failer. He would rejoice to know one }
of them, who, on fuch a pretence, refigned his un- |
doubted right. To tell them a fecret, he can difpofe !
of it 1o as good a purpofe as the governors of the
cheft; and whenever that charity is reduced back to-
ats firft purpofes, he will gladly forego his claim, But £
this fall, in one way or other, muft be brought to ac- &
count. 'The annotator fays, * The parfon got an ugly %
« fall in kicking one of his flaves.” Except falls §
from a horfe, owing to his bad horfemanthip (which
Tuckily 1s not made an article of accufation) the two |
fails above are the only ugly falls he ever received.
How far they fhould be remembered to his hurt, in !
his treatment of {laves, is left to be determined by
the reader, as well as < the blacknefs of his heart,”
(to ufe his own expreffion) who gives it fuch a rurn.
His acquaintunce will indeed conclude, his prudence
muft have been aflcep, when he charged another with
accidents accompanying the punifhment of flaves, who
has daily in his fight before him, a deplorable confe~
quence of his own violence. B
When fettled in St. Chrittopher, the author readily
ave his advice and afliftance in phyfic, to his neigh~
bours, and the poor around him, There was no prac-
titioner within many miics on each fide of him. His
time was wholly taken up in vifits and attendance.

He had engaged in a family, and found his falary as
2 minifter,
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mnifter, i1l and grudgingly paid, and at beft inade-
te to the demands of a barely decent fantiy.  Liis
tly made no parade; he was not celcbrated for
ous living ; yet after nineteen years incumbency,
parilhes were indeited to his houfe-keeping full
oo fterling. 'Thefe inquifitors are welcome to
ch into the manner in which it was fpent. By the
glom of the country, he was precluded from any
jereile of his clerical funlltion, vxuveptche preaching
¢ on Sunday to a finall part of his parifaioners,
§d the performance of furplice duties.

; & In this ficuation, tholv who had 2 right to concern
é‘_i%lemfi:lves in the profperity of his tamily, his patrons,
As fiiends, his neighbours, prefitd him to practife;
sgemarking, that while he did it gratis, thofe whom he
a7ould molt wilh to oblige, would be lealt apt to trouble
#iim, and that the neighbourhood really wanted one in
#hat line, It was alfo fuggefted, that his predeceffor
JHad managed a plantation, which furely was going more
ut of his profeffion; yet no man had better fupported
#he dignity of it, With real relultance he gave way
£6 their reafonipg. He had flattered himfelf, he had
Ahaken off 2 bufinefs he never had relithed, and refumed
# with regret.  But he confined himielf to what was
4reely ofiered ; and except in two inftances, where for
for form’s fake he applicd, he never folicited employ-
anent, and took the carlieft opportunity in his power to
wquit it alrogether,

" They fay, p. 14. ¢ As chaplain of a fhip of war,
e fucceeded ro the cure of their fouls, and in his
Houble capacity of furgeon and chaplain went to that
gentleman’s houfe, to whom his captain gave him let-
gers of recommendation. Hofpitably received, at no
gxpence, he adminiftered gratis to the poor. His pa-
ron, who procured hinr the livings, cenfured his con-~
dud, in fuperadding his former lucrative profeffion to
-his newly acquired parochial employments, and fpoke
his fenuiments: fo plainly, that there all conneéion
ceafed, He brought in bills to the parifh for thofe
- B who




¢ 24 )

About anno 1766, this man’s own manager told the
author, ¢ that the flaves had no allowance, but fuch
¢¢ beans as he ftole for them from the horfes.” And
their meagre looks, and thievifh difpofition, under
which laft the author’s property repeatedly fuffered,
proclaimed the truth of his account. 7The planter
himfelf told the author, that he continued to make
fugar out of feafon, to help out the maintenance of his
flaves. The author never was fick at any man’s houfe,
and therefore never could have been attended ar his.
He never ufed prieftly, or other diftates, for the ma-
nagement of that or any other family; nor was there
ever the fhadow of a difference between them on fuch
an account. ‘There never was fuch intimacy between
them, as could give prcbability to this accufation,
The man was not forced from church by perfonal in-
veltives, he continued to attend conftantly while in
the ifland, t1ll within two or tiree months of the time
of his lalt leaving 1r, At this time, in confequence
of his being informed that an old black herfe of the
parfon’s had broken in among his canes, and half ruin-
cd his plantation, he wrote the author a long com-
-plaining, unneighbourly epiftle, on the fubje&t of his
horfe. This was at a time, (as we fhall fhortly re-
mark) when it was reckoned a mark of prowefs to have
a ftroke at the parfon. His own confcioufnefs of the
flly figure he had made in the difpute, and no other
reafon, caufed him to attend other churches, till he left
the ifland.

What the author had obferved of him, only noted a
want of good fenfe, then not uncommon in the colo-
ny ; it was not therefore ill natured or uncharitable;
it was true, it therefore could not be unjuit. It was
not ungrateful; for notwithftanding their near neigh-
bourhood, and frequent intercourfe, the author, fo far
from ever having been attended at his houfe in fick-
nefs, never had him to thank for one good office in
return for an hundred. Indeed he could neither fiddle

~nor flatter, and he never knew any but fuch men ob-
]lgcdby him, o
The
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The next charge is expreffed, p. 17. in the follow-
ing words, *¢* At Nicholatown,” (one of his parifk
churches) ¢ he was once fo inhumanely fevere, at the
*« burial of 2 worthy, but unfortunate man, thatmany
¢ of the congregation, in difguft, quitted the church
¢ during the time of fervice.”—In this there is not
one word of truth. He never in that church, at the
burial of any perion, uttered a {ingle word, except the
burial fervice prefcribed by the rubrick. If any body
had quitted tie church, it muft have been at fome
part of this fervice.  But the faét never happened in
that, or any other inflance; nor did any perfon ever
leave the church, on account, or during the time of
his preaching, while he continued in the colony.

If in this cafe he had not been compaffionate and
tender, he would have been ill natured, vncharitable,
ungrateful, and unjuft. - For an honeft worthy man,
and the author’s beft and moft obliging neighbour had
been loft. His family was fenfible, that the author
had tried, by every pious argument, and friendly at-
tention in his power, to relieve that diftrefs of mind,
which brought on the cataftrophe; and that when it
happened, he haftened, ar the hazard of his health, t6
comfort andaffift them. Farther; having been puton
the inqueft, had he behaved as thefe thamelefs ¢ gen-
“ tlemen” infinuate, he muft thereby, urneceflarily,
have declared himfelf a perjured villain, It was at
the time well known, that his friendly concern to
eftablith the charalter of the deceafed, made the in-
triguing fycophant, whofe infamous devices had occa-
fioned the defpair, his open enerny, With refpet w0
the notice, which the author took afrerwards of the
event, he is happy in the recolle@tion, that the perfon,
rioft intimately concerned, had the fober perufal of it,
and both before and after this time, continued to treat
him with diftinguithing kindnefs, which he acknow-

ledges with pleafure, and fhall ever remember with

atitude, ‘That this is a new forgery, is alfo evident
rom its having happened before anno 177¢, and not
having been brought forward then, when every lying
E ' ¢harzg
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charge that could be imagined, was heaped on the
unlucky author. To begin.

In the year 1769, certain defperate people propofed
to retrieve their affairs by an arbitrary reduéion of in-
tereft, This, by degrees, involved in the difpute al-
moft every inhabitant, and allowing for a few fugi-
tives from each to the appofite fide, it was credit and
property againft debt and poverty. As ufual, the
worft caufe had the moft management, and all the
weight and wicks of office were thrown into the fcale.
The {upremacy of the mother country ftood in the
way, and was levelled at a blow. The colony then
exhibited an unufual fpeétacle, the governor, and al-
moft every man in office, oppofed to the authority,
which appointed them, and a few private citizens, a-
mong whom the author was diftinguifhed, contending
againft them for the laws and rights of the mother
country, and the intereff of the widow and orphan.
That intrigue, which had produced the mod baneful
effetts in the colony, was too impotent to prevail in
the privy council, and after a long and hard ftruggle,
law and Britain conquered, and the rights of the
widow and orphan were preferved to them. By the
author’s perfeverance, in particular, a decifian was pro-
cured in the colonial courts, which muft effectually
deter every meddling innovator from any fuch vielent
proceedings for the future, Hence were derived to
the author, all the odious appeliations of politician,
incendiary, &c. with which he has been compli-
mented.

To dub a clergyman, a politician is, without in-
quiry, to hold him up to cenfure. Bur a difcreet man
may afk what is particularly reproachful, and obferve
how the man bears himfelf in this new charalter. It
is alfo worthy of difcuffion, whether, in a diftant co-
lony, where the energy of government is fmall, it be
not particularly neceflary for clergymen to alt more
decifively on the fide of law, than near the feat of
Fowcr. The American clergy had no fmall fhare in
ighting up the flame of rebellion. Had they been

‘ attached
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attached to government, and as aftive on its fide, might
they not have checked its fury. If the author deferv-
ed the appellation, it was in the fervice of his coun-
try, and in vindication of its laws, infringed by the
fervants of government, for the moft oppreflive pur-
pofes. As fuch, bhe has cgnftmﬁy ated in a voluntary
contradition to his own intereft, and never oppofed
himfelf to men, but meafures, Though often himfelf
fuffering from the malice of others, he never allowed
difference in apinion to mix with the rights of neigh.
baurhoed, or to preclude him, who held it from any
goad office, he cquld atherwife claim.

Before he tock a pare in this bufinefs, he deliberat-
ed on the meafure, and had experience enough in man-
kind, and fufficient knowledge of the colony, to fee,
that he hazarded much, and could gain nothing, But
he was fo fure of his principles; faw with fuch indig-
nation the oppreflive tendency of the meafure, and was
fo deeply impreffed with a perfuafion, that the welfare
of the colony depended on the fuperintending power
of the mother country, that he overlooked every fel-
fith confideration, and tried EX reafoning and wnting,
to apen the eyes of a deluded people. His Effay on
intereft was efteemed conclufive on the fubjeét, and
fince its publicatien, the arbitrary attempt to reduce
it has not been revived. This firuggle coft him in
expences, and receipt of bad fugars, upwards of [
fteriing ; in return he has been told, he had faved the
colony.

The immediate confequence to himfelf, was an at-
tack on him in néws papers, from every fycophant
who could hald a pen.  Thofe who could met write,
picked quarreis with him to recommend themfelves to
his enemies. If they could not frame one for them-
felves, they lifted as volunteers in the quarrels of
others. His great neighbour, as has been obferved,
rather than be thrown out, came in on the tail of an
old horfe. In fhort, a few excepted, who were em.
barked with him in the fame cauie, he was in a man-

3= 4
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fer cut off from every focial right; to do him injuftice
or injury, was an a& of valour. o

To the charges in néws papers he replied, vindicat-
ing kimfelf, without inquiring out, or recriminating
on his particular adverfaries, however fair the mark.
On thoflz who withdrew common civilities, he never,
excepr by good offices, retaliated, fuffering time and
circumftances to bring things about. Confcious of
his innocence and ment refpelting the true intereft of
the colony, he perfuaded himfelf, when the madnefs
had fpent itfclf, juftice would be done his charatier.
In this he was not then deceived; the prejudice ceaf-
ed with its caufe, and fuffered him to tale his proper
place in the publick efteem, at leaft refpeciing all fuch
as a good man will rejoice to be well with.,  He now
trufts the iike juftice will, in time, be done, not ro
his intentions only, but his exertions alfo. He is {o
firmly perfuaded of his books having the mafter’s pro-
fit, equally with the flaves improvement in view, as
to think it poflible, he may live long enough to be
confidered as the mafter’s friend, and have his book
quoted as authority on their fide, '

A part of this attack was the lerter from the vefiry
of St. John’s, From it a ftranger is left to conclude,
that a moft pious people had been corfed with a moft
unpious minifter.” But in the ifland, when publithed,
it impofed on nobody. The promoter of it continued
1o be known for an ignorant debauched profligate,
even, among his own friends, the minifter for one,
whofe only fault as a clergyman, was the being too much
in earneft in the execurion of his duty. Bur the au-
thot’s refpe& for his prefent reverend fucceffor in that

arith, is not fufficient to cover the indignation he
feels, for his bafenefs in this impotent attempt, to
take the fide of profligacy againtt his own profeflion.
When he publigmd ehis moft impudent lerter, he
fhould have given from the fame record, the author’s
anfwer to it, and leftthe reader to judge between
them., If he remains long among them, and execuses
bis duty with the fame fober fincerity as the author,

| ~ he
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he may find he has prepared only a rod for his own
back. To his refletions on the fubjeét the authot
leaves him. |

But he, or fome body for kim, has been guil:y of
an arrant forgery, in the copy prefented to the pub-
lick. Mr. Ofborne, though at that time too far en-
gaged in party to favour the author, had yettoo much
good fenfe to countenance tuch an infult on religion,
as he knew, and acknowledged to the author, thac
letter to be.  His name was not put o the original of
cither the fiift or fecond letter of thefe pious veftry-
men. It is pity he had not added alfo the name of
the other church-warden, or afligned the reafon why
he could not, in decency, appear among the canipi-
rators, againft a man who had engaged all he was
worth, to ferve him and his family, , .

It is to be remembered, that in their leteer, they
complain of no negleét of duty, only require that
prefcribed by the rubrick. Except in the - principal
town, the cuftom, where one minifter {upplies two
churches, 15 to give fervice at each church every fe-
cond Sunday. The author, on his {cttlement, pro-
poled to give fervice at cach church every Sunday;
but he was affured it would not anfwer. Oua receiv-
ing this application, to avoid fcandal, he tried the
cuftom for twelve months, and finding nobody attend
the evening fervice, he then gave it up, -

They fay, p. ¢7. * In the pulpit he dealt out his
r perfonal inve€tives, till his ¢ungregation dwindled
¢ away by degrees.” In p. 83, ¢ His churches were
“ decently actended, till perfonal inveltives. drove
¢ them from their duty.”—~The mere fition of malice.
His churches were as decently attended the laft, as the
firft year, making allowance for the decreafe of popu-
lation, by the wearing out of the old families, and
the employing, inftead of married men on the planta-
tions, batchelors, whofe ordinary day of vifiting a-
broad was Sunday. Had fuch a caufz leffened his can-
gregations, they would have increafed under his fuc-
ceffors. Dare they fay this is the cafe? The propor.

tion
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tion that attended was indeed always finall; but con-
fiderably ﬁreatcr than in the other country parifhes.
They cenfure the author for introducing into his Effay
a certain minifter, That man, in a parifh containing
twice the number of inhabitants in one of his, wa a
feftival, thought himf{elf obliged to refufe the com-
munion to a pious good woman (from whom the au-
thor had the account) becaufe no other communicant
offered. The author always had a decent number.
The anpotator left off coming to church; let him fay
was it the minifter, or his own becoming a great man,
and allotting that day for fettling accounts, that kept
him back.

The author {oon faw, that the inftant a man broke
with his minifter, all regard for religion, and even
decency, was generally thrown off. This made him
in private life avoid giving or taking offence; and he
has the happinefs to refieét, that when he has been
the uplucky objett of offence, it never was on any ac-
count that refpefted himfelf or his private intereft;
nor did he ever atually begin a quarrel with any man.
His feelings for his country and the opprefled have
been the fource of his troubles. This defire made
him, in compofing his difcourfes, reject every expref-
fion that he thought could be applied to individuals,
Still, in practical difcourfes, confcience will be alarm-
ed, andill nature will fuppofe; and how is a minifter
to prevent this, while he withes to do his duty ?  He
has heard of one or two inftances, where officious
people have told others, or the abfent, that the fermon
refpeéted them; but he knows not a fingle inftance,
where a perfon prefent himfelf took offence. It was
once attempted with the author’s great neighbour,
‘The author was at pains to convince him of the in-
Jury that had been done them both, and the man was
fatisfied ; nor knew he of any man, who gave fuch a
reafon for neglefing publick worfhip.

Conne&ted with this is the following charge, p. 17.
“ Private complaints of partiality and injuftice; of

“ punithing flaves for obeying their mafter’s orders;
“ and
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¢ and many letters in the publick papers, in the true
¢ fiile of an incendiary, ever reftiefs and difturbing the
< peace, caufed him to be firuck off the lift of jul-
¢ tices, and fully difappointed his aims of getting in-
¢ to the council, as his friend’s death preveated his
¢ being a manager.” It is hard that there is not de-
cent language to give the whole of this the anfwer it
deferves. There were never complaints againft his
partiality and injuftice, or for punifhing flaves for
obeying their mafters orders; though bhe acknow-
ledgzs there was room for comglaints for defending
flaves againft the oppreflion of free men. There were
mo letters in the true ftile of an incendiary; nor did
his enemies dare to bring fuch accufations againft him
at the time. It is not true that he ever was confulted,
or his approbation afked, about his being in the coun-
cil. It is not true that he ever defired, or folicited
any one for a management; if he had, there had been
numbers in the gift of feveral people, who could not
decently have refufed him f{uch a requet. His name
was ftruck out of the commiffion of the peace, be-
caufe he was fuppofed to have prevented the clergy
from addreffing a fecond time 2 man, who had refu-
fed them an anfwer, which he had gracioully pro-
mifed to a former addrefs. This is all he hopes he
fhall be obliged to fay on this fubjeét; though if that
governor wifhes to have his condudt a§ain publickly
difcuffed, he has plenty of marterials for a very cir-
cumftantial defence. Thar the affront thus aimed at
him, p. 92. was only an act of party violence, is clear
from his having been folicited in vain, in feveral fu-
ture adminiftrations, to aét as a magiftrate.
In p. 21. They fay, < We allow he has miny good
« qualitics, his fobriety, his oftenfible decency, (that
«« lower fort of prudence, which often carries off the
« reward of real merit, when accompanied with un-
¢ pyarded openncfs)” (e. g. the African merchant) ¢ and
¢ which he will pot allow our poor unfortunate
¢ brother planters, (who through diftrefs have become
% his brethren alfo) his atiention to the duties nﬁ
0o
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i well a5 interelts of his family fhould have fhielded
« him even from juft cenfure, had he not, &c. Yet
“ even in ourrefentment he muft be conicious of our
« lenity, and how many circumftances we have had
“ the humanity to fupprefs, which, as well as thofe
¢ related, rould be fupported by legal proof.”-—
Here is confufion of meaning, and effrontery of ex-
preflion with a vengeance, buppoic the author in a
low degree to be what is here allowed; how many of
their accufations fall to the ground? Would fuch a
fman, at every turn, trritate friend and foe? Would he
by harfhnefs deprive himfelf of the means of that
‘wealth, after which he fo eagerly purfues, and which
is generally aimed at by fervilicy, and affeéted fofuneis
of manners? Would he, by going out of his way to
infult over the remains of a man, to whofe memory
he owes every grateful fentiment, declare himfelf a
perjured villainy and in the (ame breath contrive to-
break with his declared enemy? One charge overs
throws the other, and blafts their teftimony. The
heterogeneous monfter which they defcribe never ex-
ifted, but in their book, as the impotent effort of
malice to fupport the caufe of griping oppreflion ;
where their bufinefs was not to fpeak the truth, bur
to leflen a charaéter, by fuppoﬁng every bafe thing
of the avthor as a man, a minifter, and a citizen.
They boaft of fupprefling charges, for which there is
legal proof. He dares them to produce them, and fet
their names ro them. He defpifes fuch proof as can
conneét itfelf with fuch unblufhing infamy ;—unblofh.
ing indeed he recalls, for confcious guilt forces them to
fhun the light. - ‘Had they been engaged in the caofe’
of truth, and could their charalters have sadded
weight to the charge, they would not have contented .
'thcmfclyes with thus fkirmifhing in the dark ? '
They-cenfure” the author for remarking the intro-#
dudtion of improper perfons into the church; and fay,-‘?':;
¢ There is not a minifter in St. Chriftopher who is &%
*¢ Weft Indian, or.even was a planter,” p. 12430 Fhis .
is to fay, John is not Peter; therefore Peger exifts

not.
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not. But there is no occafion to name thefe improper

perfons in any of the colonies, or bring them into

notice, What bufinefs the nowreverend defender of

Brimftone-Hill has in their book does not neceffarily

appear; yet a wifb may be exprefled, that 2 method

of rewarding him had been found out better adapted

to his talents. Were Dr. Hutchinfon alive he would

not thank them for ranking him with intruders; he

was an ornament to his profeffion, But he looked to-

wards fomething better adapred to his circumftances

than one parith. The publick will judge, who fhew

his memory the truelt refpet; they who have
fharpened and wrefted a general obfervation to flander
him, or he who was his friend, and has proved the
ufcful friend of his widow and fatherlefs children.

In p. 18, they give a moft lamentable account of
his exchanging one living for another, and ieaving
what was of leaft value, and moft inconvenient for
cultivating great men, tc his fecceflor. « He neg-
« le@ted them by abfenting himfelf in the fleer, and
¢ he offered them to fale to every fea and land chap-
“ hin,” p. 9. A charge is laid in few words; an
expianation requires many. His churches had always
regular curates in his abfence; and except when he
made a voyage to England, the whole of his abfence
in the flcet did not exceed five months. He ex-
changed a parifh not for gain, but cenveniency; and
in doing this only reunited two that had been united
fifty years before,

In his firft fetclement he was fo badly fituated for!
the carriage of his provifions; that, but for the kind-
nefs of that honeft man, whofe ftory they have cruelly
revived, and another worthy ‘man, his fucceflor, he
muit have quitted his houfe, and lived in forme rown,
ot in his other parfonage, at the extremity of the parih,
where, though inconvenient for his duty, he was de~
Iéberating to have gone, when the humcaneﬁ of anno
1772 threw it down. The beft anfwer to their lamen-
tation, of the place being out of the circie of patro-
‘nage, is, that the author’s Cimmcdiatc fuccefior, with-

in
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in the fpace of two years, wasadvanced to one of the
moft comfortable fettlements in the government.
The author rrufts, that any difficulty which fituation
may throw in the way of the African merchants ad-
vancement in the church, will be compenfated by hig
owning this ftrenuous defence of {lavith oppreflion.

Fain would the author fay only what is neceffary for
his own defence, without bearing hard on the character
of another; but his quondam intimate, annotator, with
all his grimace and affeted friendfhip, was fo near
and difagreeable a neighbour, that he would cheer-
fully have facrificed 2n advantage to have got away
from him. The author’s flaves were conftantly in his
way; he was daily threatening them, or demanding
punifhment for them. Every little intercourfe of
neighbourhood was fuch a perpetual fund of cavilling,
that he was forced to have neither eyes or ears to keep
‘in terms of civility with him. In fhort, though the
man withed to be obliging, and often was fo, yet the
author owes more to that man for forming him to
patience and forbearance than to every perfon and cir-

cumnftance in lLife,*
Is

* This man has the effrontery to affirm, that a certain manager
loft his employment by the author’s influence. Language wanws
words to exprefs here the proper anfwer. He has procured employ-
ments for managers; he was confulted in what laid the foundation
of this man’s own greatnefs. But no manager ever loft his place
by any attempt of his, In this cafe, where he applies a general
nbfervation to an individual, for which he deferves a fevere rebuke,
the author had neither intercourfe or acquaintance to have ufed in-
fluence, had he been o minded. The event may be wzced to the
time when be was left fuperintendant of that manager’s bufinefs in
his abfence. Had half the difcourfes, which he whifpered around,
been true, he deferved to lofe his place. And was it not pofiible
that thefe whifpers of a man, laying himfelf out for gainfnl at-
torneythips, might be contrived to reach’his employer’s ear ?  Does
not his late extraordinary attempt, to gain this very employer’s.
favour, point this way | F

. In a manufeript copy of his marginal notes, he fays, this man
§1a‘d not abave two or maftreffes at moft. For a batchelor this
is moderate. Knowu‘hc not a Mr. Soberfides, 2 married man, whom,
according (0 2 ceriain modera dodirine, five or fix negros asd mulat-
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Is it neceflary to apologize for quitting fuch an ir-
convenient place, and fuch a tormenting neighbour,
for a fpot, the Eden of the ifland, in a neighbourhood
where individuals did every thing to make his firuation
ealy, and where his endeavours to acknowledge the
obligation appeared to give fatisfattion. If the change .
was for gain, the author was fadly out in his calcula-
tion. For his immediate fucceffor made the firft year
. about f6o fterling more from the one he had re-
figned, than he from what he had in exchange. The
author’s covetoulnefs, with which he is taxed, may be
judged from a circumflance refpefting the refigned
parifh, which he had from this incumbent, Except
for a marriage or two, and one or periiaps two other
furplice fres, he had not for many years received a fee
in it, Some were his friends, and the majority were
needy. This his fucceffor, in about a year from his
appointment, had colle®ted in fees about [50 fterling,
yet the parith was then gradually dwindling in popu-

lation and opulence.
- The charge of offering his parithes to fale, particu-
? larly coming from the African merchant and annora-
tor, is a truly unbluthing act of effrontery. It was
early known, the author meant to embrace the firit
opportunity of retiring. His livings were a defirable
fertlement; and many a longing cye was caft on them,
which caufed no fmall envy to the pofleflior.*  About
fifteen

toe women might claim for their haiband. His bafe infnustion of
the author’s extorting from his friead’s heirs, merits the mofk dire&
contradiftion. He knows it to be falfe. Had the demand been
doable, his firft patron, who was 2 judge, and well acquainted
with the drcumftances, coald have wid him, and, ay far wy can be
recolle@ted, did tell him, it had been dearly camed. He himfelf
was fufficiently :;i?uainted with the bofinefs, to know that a great

pert of it had arifen after that worthy man’s deuth, when things
were very differently mauaged.

T . They ebiérve, p. 6, * he was as happily ficasted 23 ima.
¢ ‘gingdon could well paint.” The iy, *< a ferdement

 sibernvife a3 agrecable,” meaning flzvery was fuch 2 drawback
s made him cager w cmbrace mgppmtumyof leaving it T!;_ey-
o a 3y
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fifteen years ago, a diftant propofal being made fot
his refignation, in favour of a worthy map, then un=
provided for, in which no fteps were ever taken, this
charge was urged againft him, with others, at the
time, and immediately dropt by his enemies as un-
tenable. Within two months of the author’s depar-
ture from the ifland, this very reverend African mer-
chant, who brings the accufation againft him, volun-
tarily applied-to him for his refignation. Pitying
his years and unfettled fituation, the author tried to
turn the propofal in his mind; but, not being able
to fatisfy himfelf, the projett was given up, without
having come, as this man fays, to any agreement,
Could the leaft candour be fuppofed in a man, who
is capable of bringing an accufation againft another, in
a cafe, in which he himfelf was the tempter, the
altive perfon, and meant to rcap the profit, and the
other only, from fympathy to him pafiive, he fhould
be invited to relate all that paffed, thar the publick
might judge by whofe delicacy the affair had fuch a
termination. About the fame time the annotator
made the like application in favour of him, who now
holds them, with the like fuccefs. Thefe contain
every thing within the author’s knowledge, relating to
this affair, while he remained in the colony. By this
it will appear, that he held a defirable fettlement,
which thefe two modeft men wapnted to get from him;
for failing in which they join in abufing him; though
they alone be anfwerable if any wrong was at-
tempted.

The auther, p. 7, is accufed of being the caufe of
all the indifcriminate oppreffion exercifed on the in-
- habitants of St. Euftatius, p. 88. * He, by fair fpeeches,

fay he met with every favour and induolgence, and carried off a.
genteel fortune, He never received an indulgence from his parithes, .
nor any thing they could keep from him, Nor has he carried off
half what Mr. Annotator boaited, July 1784, to have feraped
together from a2 much inferior income, in a much fhorter period, -
without deeming it fufficient for 2 man, whofe abilitigs emable him -
to keep account books in the Italian method, ... ,
¢ makes
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« makes fome amends to the Jews for the injuries
« they fuffered through his means at the capturé of
¢« that ifland;” taking care only of one infamous
Jew, from a cotrupt confideration, which, as the
word it, is not eafily te be diftinguifhed, whether be-
tween the author and the Jew, or the Jew and the
gcneral. The falthood of the whole words cannot
exprefs. 1If in a life thar has ever bzen open, and
whofe candour il} fuited to the tricking cunning of the
world, has brought more malice and injury on the
author than ali his offences taken together; there
has been any partmore open than another, it was the
whole of his conduét refpecting this bufinefs of St,
Euftatius. Nor till he faw their-book did he fufpeét,
he had given offence ro a fingle perfon, but him who
was the author of the oppreffion, and the agent to
carry it into execution,

When the ifland was taken, the author, luckily for
the eftablithment of his innocency, was abfent at Mont-
ferrat. He did not get down to St. Euftatius till near
a fortnight after the capture, when all the meafures
refpecting the capture had been refolved on. He re-
mained there two days, which chefe pious men call
¢ leaving his parithes.” He recolle@s not a circum-
ftance refpeting ¢ a propofal for merchants to pro-
*¢ duce their private correfpondence,” p. 7. But in the
place, where the words are faid to have paffed, con-
fidering his fympathy with the fufferers, their confi-
dence 1n his inclination to ferve them, and the amicable
footing, on which he continued with thofe fuppofed
to be prefent, whatever ignorance of the nature of
fuch correfpondence, the obfervation, if really made,
might betray, it was impofiible to have been meant or
taken in 4n unfavourable fenfe. But that he ever fog-
gefted to either of the commanders in chief, or to any
perfon, with a view of influencing them, fuch a

meafure, or any meafure with fuch a tendency, he in

the moft direét manner contradics. He felt ceo much
for the honour of the fervice, and the {ufferinzy ot
humaaity, o be concerned 1n fuch 2 work. Tl ﬁazw

C3
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he verily believed he had fome merit for what he
attempted, and did there to fuccour the djftrefled.
‘What he did in favour of the Jews, for it was not one
infamous Jew, but all of that nation, fettled there,
whom he refcued, he fhall ever conlider as a happy
incident in his life, He, who afterwards fold the
fland, unknown to the commanders in chief, had hunted
the Jews down, as if they had been wild beafts,
tearing off their clothes, and ripping up their feams,
to {eck for concealed gold; fearching t%c beds of lying-
in women for plunder; feparating the men from their
families and property, 2nd driving them off the
ifland, without warning, without money or friends, ta
ftarve where they pleafed. On the author’s repre-
fentation, the general, at once, put a flop to thefe
barbarities, and gave thofe, who had been banithed,
leave to rerurpn, This and fome other attempts to
ferve the fufferers, raifed the oppreffor’s refentment
againft the author fo much, as to induce his friends ta
warn him againft it, and him to confine his repre-
fentations for favour and difcrimination to fuch of his
friends as were about thofe in power. . This he ceafed
not to do, while there was a chance of his doing fer-
vice. With the Jew alluded to he had no conneétion,
and only knew he was gencrally confidered as fo par-
ticularly honeft a man, as to be trufted by the inhabi.
tants of St. Chriftopher with the keeping of their
plate during their fears of a French invafion, This
truft he faithfully executed, with much trouble and
danger to himfelf, and has this {lander far his re-

ward from the gentlemen authors of St, Chriftopher,
With refpeét to the corrupt practices infinvaced, he
difdains the imputation. One advaniage he has al-
ways reaped from the open avowal of his fentiments,
that no man has ever dared to make him privy tc 2
bad defign, ar attempted to corrupt his iategrity, In
this particular inftance, though connefled with the
captors, nearly allied to the principal agent, and in-
timate with others of them, no part of the St, Eu-
ftatius plunder, or any thing arifing from it, ‘even }tla
” the
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the value of 2 pin, ever came into his hands, or the
pofiefhion of one of his family.

They allow (in their notes) the author to have 2
good head, to be fober and prudent. It was well
known he mortally offended the wretched oppreffor of
St. Euftatius, by refcuing from his fangs, thofe he
had in imagination devoured. Would it agree with
fuch a charater to offend the oppreffed alfo? A bad
man may make his fortune by ficking to 3 party,
through right and wrong; but he muft be a fool, who
oppoles himfelf equally to contrary parties, which is
not agreeable to thefe mens opinion of him. He
mighe reft his vindication from this confiftent charge
with every perfon who knows him; but he is not re-
duced to this neceflity. A man, at prefent in high
office in the colony, was fent to England with a com-
miffion concermng the capture. He confulted the
author on the fubje®, and had his opinion in writing,
Let him fay, if that leans to indifcriminate confifca-
tion, When the inhabitants of St. Euftatius were fent
vp in droves to St, Chriftopher, fiript of their property,
the author firft fuggefted the meafure of making pub-
lick provifion for their reception; and they were his
particular friends who puthed the matter through the
affembly, fo much to the credit of the colony.

But not judging that this iafamous charge could
fuficiently blacken his charater, he muft alfo be ac-
cufed of being an enemy to the colony, and of having
prejudiced adminiftration againft it, p. 6, 7, 8, g, 10, 11,
if the accufation be not true, they dare him to publifh
his communications refpelting it. It might be firft
afked, Who are thefe great men in office from whom
{according to them) he is to receive favours for tra-

* ducing a valuable Britifh colony? It muft be a poor

compliment to a Britifh minifter, to fay, he would ad-
vance a man for being an encmy to the publick in«
tereft : the anfwer, therefore, muft be American or
French minifters; but the authar has never been ac.
cufed of having 2 bias to the interefts of either of
thefe, The cunning of the trap, here laid, is to

C4 oblige
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oblige the author to drag in names and characters for
his vindication, to whom it muft be difagreeable to be
brought forward in fuch a bufinefs; at fuch a bar.
If the avthor has written or done any thing to the pre-
judice of the colony, it is their bufinefs to produce it.
In this cafe, he fhould add folly to knavery, to furnifh.
them with proofs. The falt is, they give him a con-,
fequence to which be has no claim. If adminiftraton.
has either favoured or hurt that colony, he is unac-
quainted with the circumftance, Yert, if they will ap-
point a committee of inquiry into his publick conduét,,
he fhall think himfelf obliged to them. He fhould be,

lad to be in circumftances that would force him to-
lay the whole before the publick.

They fay, p. 19, ¢ The calamities that have befallen
¢ ws, as fire, hurricanes, &c. were pointed out as,
¢ judgments {rom heaven, and were to hin themes of.
¢ pleafure and delight,”” The clofe of this fentence i1s
horrid enough to mock contradiftion. Shall 2 man
conlider a punifhment as coming from heaven, and ex-.
prefs a pleafure 1n it? Is mockery, in fuch a cafe,,
agreeable to his ordinary deportment? It is jn every:
refpect a fallhood. When thefe accidents happened;
whofe purfe, whofe ftores were {ooneft open, who molft.
readily lent his good offices to relieve or alleviate
diftrefs? They pretend to regifter his opinions, It
would have been doing him juftice to have given a,
place among them to a {entiment, which he took every
opportunity of enforcing: * That he would chufe ra-
¢ ther to partake in the fufferings of the community,
¢ thap fee every one around him diftrefled, while he
“ was exempt.” This charge 15 repeated, p. 79.
® Charity would 'not interpret God’s difpenfations
“ into judgments with unpitying ill patuge.,” This
1s faid ip confequence of the author’s ¢xhortation con-
cerning the obfervation of fabbath, Communities.
flourifh in proportion to their virtue, Certain crimes
are particularly threatened, fuch as the profanation. of
fabbath, opprefling the poor, and fuffering murder ta
go unpunifhed, In a religious difcourfe, rpfpcf%ing

| ’ | uch
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fuch praftices; in a community fuffering undex divipe
chaftifement, was it improper to turn the peoplg’s atw
tention to fuch reflections, while the preacher fympa-~
thized and thared with the fufferers?

Thefe accufations are indeed too feandalous to in-
fluence any man, who has a knowledge of the author.
He may entertain particular opinions, refpc&iqg the
advantage of the ifland, and he may fee its difafters in
a religious light ; but that he wifhes it well, and would
exert himfelf in 1ts caufe, pone will doubt, who have
a right to fit in judgment on his conduct. But te
have injured the colony requires his having an interelt
with perfons who have its fate in their hands. Thefe
muft be fufficiently eminent to be traced out, and the
injury of confequence enough to be afcertained. Men,
who have a fagacity fo firong as to {mell ocut non-
entities, cannot be at a lofs to difcover and fix on
the culprit. fuch atrqcious deeds. The author dares
their malice and ingenuity altke. The whole is a
fittion of their own impotent fpite. Becaufe they can
advance little againit the principles of his book, they
collect every inconfiftent charge againft his charaQer,
in hopes that fomething may ftick. For one moment
fuppofe him the bad man he is defcribed to be, and
that his charaéter fhould detralt from the merit of his
book, Why -did not the colony refle&, when they
hired 2 man, with Madeira wine, to write agoint him,
and encouraged 2z falfe friend to accufe him, that the
charaéters of their advocates would alio operate againit
their wilhes, and fo leave the obnoxious book at laft
to ftand or fall by its own merits ?, :

. The author comes now to particular charges; which
could not eafily be reduced under the preceding heads.
He is cenfured, p. 23, for his ftriGures on the ladies
of St. Chriftapher, ¢ than whom there cannot be better
“ women,” In faying, it is not an uncommon thing
for chafte matrons to hire female mulattoes out to
batchelors, and take accoypnt of their gains. That
ifland is not, mentioned, though the cuftom be fre-
quent cnough to call for cenfure, The author rti'pcf}il:s
£ . the
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the Creole female charatter, and would rejoice to have
been able to remove a fmall {peck from it. “The truth
is, the general licentious intercourfe of fathers, huf-
bands, brothers, with female {laves, with its confe-
quences, makes certain things more familiar, and
therefore lefs offenfive to them than female delicacy
requires, Let them be induced, by this obfervation,
to fet their faces againft the practice, and the author
will fubmit to this temporary lofs of their favour.

P. 63. * Adventurers almoft univerfally coniift of
¥« Scotchmen, he was therefore cruel to his country-
«¢ men in his cenfure of Europeans being more {evere
¢« than Creoles.” Scotchmen make a very fmall pro-

ortion of the adventurers of St. Chriftopher; but at
p. 62, they acknowledge the juftice of the cenfure, let
the European ‘adventurers fhare it according to their
proportions. '

- P. 23, *“ Wefay, he wrote an Effay on the Duty and
€ Qualifications of a Sea Officer, which is univerfally
¢¢ cenfured, by the navy, as an unneceffary, arrogant,
« empty performance.” Reformers cannot expect
univerfal approbation. - But as he, for whofée ufe it
was originally written,. received it in good part; as
experienced commanders fpeak warmly in its praife;
as admirals of the higheft rank recommend, and make
prefents of it to their young officers; and foreign offi-
cers have thought it worthy of tranflation, the author
hall not be induced to chink it altogether fo defpica-
ble, though dragged in by head and fhoulders, to
make the charge more weighty againft him.

P. 19, 20. ¢ He wifhed no quarters to be given ta
¢« the Americans, and arraigned government for their
¢« pufillanimity in not deftroying root and branch,
<« In company of an honourable fea officér, he harang-
< ‘ed with fuch rancour and malice againft them, and
« pointed out fuch new modes of deftrution, as to
¢¢ aftonith him, and make him tell him fuch dotrine
« was fitter for a difciple of Mahommet, than a Chrif-
s¢ fian minifter, and wifhed him to be more atten-
% tive to the duties of his profeffion, than fanguinary

' ¢ politicks,
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s¢ politicks, It was'pity, he knew not the farcafm he
¢ threw out on hearing of the honcurs paid at the
¢ death of that truly great man, his worthy father.”

Were the whole of this as true as it is falfe, 1t
would be difficult to find out its connettion with 2
planter’s ill treating and ftarving his flaves. There is
a prodigious fellow-feeling between fome people and
the enemies of their country, which makes them alive
to whatever refpeéts them, while they can rejoice over
every difater that affetts the honour or intereft of
their country.—Such is modern patriotifm. Boritis
not true, that the author ever expreflfed a wifh to
deftroy Americans root and branch. It is not true, that
ever he had any converfation with an bonourable
officer, which could lead him to exprefs himfelf in fuch
a violent manner. And had he done ir, that young
man was ot capable of ufing the foul language which.
they injuriufly alcribe to him;-~-the circumftance
never happened. With refpe@ to the farcafm charged
on him, he'was in England far from fuch company,
when the event alluded to happened. And had he ac
any time ufed it, it would be neceffary to know what
went before and followed after, to enable them to ex-
trait treafon out of it. They fay, p. 75, « He afferts
 a{punge muft be applied to pay the national debt,
‘¢ and, unfeelingly, adds the {ooner the better.” The
beft an{wer ro this is, the greateft part of his fmall
provifion for his family is, and has been, for years,
locked up in the publick funds,

P. 43, 44.  We make no doubt of finding clergy-
“ men, who would readily co-operate in- the inftruc-
< tion of flaves, who have neither vocation nor avo-
© cayion to prevent them; who are neither employed
¢ by furgery, nor diftracted by politicks.” This cen-
{ure applys not ta the auvthoy. No avocation ever hine
dered him from doing the duty which was permitted
hmn. By doing one thing at once, and not hunting
after dinners and Madeira wine, he had always the
command of his time, A man may be as effedually
prevented from applying to the work of inihu&iog,
: 2
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by contriving, and foliciting fubfcriptions for whirli-
gigs (an invention of the African merchant for grind-
ing canes) one. part of the day, and fitting over the
bottle the other, as by {urgery or politicks. The laf
employment they affume for him, the other he had
laid down, on having an opportuaity of refigning it
into proper hands, fee p. 80. §5. The charge comes
with an equal bad grace from the annotator; for were
his employments reckoned up, they would exceed in
number and variety, the king of Spain’s titles.

P. 5. 8c. 98. ¢ In the cafe of a brother clergyman,
¢ he has mentioned parts of his charaéter, that injure
f¢ his private fortune; for he has a large family, and
“ no refources bur his livings.” There is a wonder-
ful fyropathy between thefe men and this minifter,
On his own confeflion, or rather boafting, and the in-
formatian of the latc manager of the plantation, he
is mentioned as having impofed on piety, and betray-
ed the interefts of religion. The author, according to
them, has written a {enfelefs book, in which planters
are cenfured, The firft mufl be cenderly: dealt with;
the other muft find no quarter; the moft laudable
parts of his charadter. muft be reprefented as the
blackeft marks of bafenefs.- Every gibing fellow, who
knows his addrefs, muft tran{mait him by che Welt In-
dian packet, anonymous expenfive lerters, s there
reafon or comman juftice in this? Muft he, who be-
trays the caufe of religion, have a whole community
rife up in his defence? and muft he, who is fallely
charged with' having traduced planters, be hunted
down like a wild beaft? Sacred is the majefty of plan-
terthip ; of little account the advancement of religion,
That minifter had other refources than his livingsy
and thefe men had little regard for their friend, or
great dependence on the author’s moderation; in giva
ing him fuch repeated provocation to fpeak out re-
fpeting bis charatter. Indeed, he awes thefe men
no thanks, for bringing him unneceffarily forward,
He was thrown {o much in the thade, and dreft fo fap
in his leaft blame-worthy habits, as not- to be difcoi

‘ VEreC
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veted but by thofe, who knew him by much blacker

marks. But fimilarity of charaQer is an excellent
foundation for commiferation,

P A R T il
The Author’s inconclufive Reafoning as a Writer,

In difcuffing this, his great difficolty will be to Iap
his finger on their principles; for they deal fo much
in bold affertion, their mannér of treating the fubject
is fo vague, and their notions fo uncertain and con-
tradiCtory, that after taking from them the cement of
perfonal abufe, which binds the whole together, and
15 trowelled on in every page, to give confiftency to

- their words, heaped up withour knowledge, nothing

remaing that has either form or fhape. He therefore
is reduced to confider it in that point of order, which

_it alone poffeffes, that of the pages in their book.

As they deal greatly in repetition, and in every dif-
ficulty refer to the law of Mofes, he means to difculs

that queftion before he begins with their particular

remarks. On every occalion they accufe the author
of mifreprefentation, and of laying genefal charges for
particular enormities. To fhew their ronfiftency in
this, he fhall premife fome of their own conceflions,
and more will be obferved in courfe.  Thefe it is
hoped the reader will keep in view, by which to judge
of their candour while they abufe the author. A great

‘part of their book confifts in a defence of the politi-

cal condué& of St. Chriftopher,. a tranfcription of the
African merchant’s book in favour of the flave trade ;
a critique on Granville Sharp, Benezer, Bofton Saints,

- Lord Maasfield, the negroe Somerfet, &c, with al}

which the author has no caufe to meddle.

CONCESSIONS,
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CONCESSIONS.

P. 33. ¢ We may fee in holy writ, wherein confifts

“« our duty to thefe perfons, whom we call unhappy ;
¢« and God grant that our laws may affume that as
¢ their foundation, and eftablith a propriety of treat-
« ment of flaves in every particular, and that our re-
« ligion may in{pire us with that Chriftian charity;,
« which improves and fublimates the virtues of the
“ moral law. In it their proper treatment only is ex-
« alted, not their freedom.”—Is there not here every
thing for which the author immediately contends?
. «¢ QOn the fabbath, Jewith {laves were not to work.”—
This muft have made a moft important difference be-
tween a Jewith and a Welt Indian flave. For fuppo-
fing this laft not to be forced to work immediately
for his mafter, yet the neceffity he is under of working
on fabbath for his own maintenance, is, in fa&, to
work for his mafter, who thereby faves his own time,
and reaps the benefit of his labour,

«« They were to be free, if a maftter ftruck out an

¢ eye or a tooth.”—This muft have obliged the maiter
to moderation in punithment.
- ¢ They were to be purchafed of the neighbouring
¢ pations, and of the children of flrangers {ojourning
t among them; and were to continue an inheritance
¢« for their children after them,” Lev. xxv, 39, &c.
“ Yet in the cale of Saul it appeared, a king could
¢ not injure them with impunity.”

Lev. xxv. 46. < Heathen flaves fhall be your bond-
¢ men for ever; but over your brethren ye fhall not
“ rule one over another with rigour.”—Here {eems
plainly the fame accommeodating indulgence that was
allowed in divorces for the hardnefs o? their "hearts;
but can in no cafe be ufed as an argument fince the
deftrution of the temple, which has broken down the -~
partition wall between Jew and Gentile, and made’
all men brethren, under the redeeming head of the”
creation, ‘

P. 36,



( 37 )

P. 36. ¢ Slaves, though lowelt in the civil policy,
« are equal in all fpiritval concerns. They are in-
« cluded in the prophecies concerning the day of
“ judgment, o that flavery may poflibly remain till
¢ then,”—Weft Indian flaves, to be equal in {piritual
concerns, muft be confiderably raifed above their pre-
fent condition. There cannot, therefore, be a firon-
ger argument againit their prefent ftate of ignorance
and brutality, than this conceffion of their equality in
{piritual concerns, Would it not be abfurd in a jai~
ler, to acknowledge a man to have a full free right to
the poffeffion and enjoyment of an eftate, and yet on
that very account arbitrarily to keep him chained down
in a dungeon? Whether {lavery will continue till the
day of judgment, is beft known to him, to whom alone
that day 1s known? But a few centuries ago, it might
have been equally afirmed of Europe. ,

P. 38. « The Fuli are a nation on the Gambia, who
« fell no flaves of their own people, but they fell
¢ flaves purchafed up the country.”—Make the Fuli
Chriftians, and teach them that all men are brethren,

. and they will netcher buy nor fell flaves,

‘P, 39. ¢ That in the fale of negroes to our fhip-
“ ping, various frauds have been committed by the
“ Africans, and perfons improperly and unjuftly fold;
¢ that fhip.mafters have been unneceflarily inhuman;
¢ that planters have been wantonly cruel without
¢ caufe, may be fuppofed from the enormity of crimes
¢ among ourfelves. To thefe abufes ler efficacious
¢ remedies be applied : merchants and planters will
¢ own the higheft obligations to government, if by
¢ falutary laws, it can alieviate the diftreffes of thofe,.
“ .whofe labour fupports our colonies, and enriches
‘¢ our native country.”’—Can planters be cenfured in

ronger terms, than this conceflion fuppofes them 1o
deferve; or can ftronger reafons be given for trying
to.intereft the publick in this the caufe of humanity.

P. 40. © The African merchant ftipulates for flaves,
¢¢ that they be fecure in their itves and limbs; thar if
“ any man, through wantooneis, or cruelty, maums or

_ « disfigures
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« disfigures 4 negroe, or caufes him to be maimed or
« disfigured, the negroe' fhall be free; or if he die,
¢« the culprit thall be accountable to the law, as for
¢ the lofs of any other of his majefty’s fubjeéts; that
¢ flavesihall have proper clothing, and fufficient main.-
“ tenance, and never be punifhed with above forty
¢ ftripes, except by the lawful magiftrate : none {hall’
“ be exported to Rurope, nor fold ro the French, nor
s« ftolen from the coaft under the fevereft penalries.”—
The Effay is thamelefsly abufed for fuggefting regula-
tions in favour of humanity, yet here 1s a felf-ereéted
legiflature with a witnefs. ‘The enormities propofed
here to be corre@ed fuppofe every abufe and cruelty,
for remarking but the polfibility of which, the author
has been treated with {uch virulence.

P. 41. « It is clear, that true humanity confifls in
¢ fecuring to flaves good ufage and proper treatment,
¢ in that ftate of lifc wherein Providence has placed
¢ them.”—Certainly, till they are capable of taking
an higher ftation in fociety. -

P. 46. ¢« Throughout the whole coaft of Africa, the
¢« power of the mafter is equal to the iaking away the
¢ lives of their flaves; and though all do not exert
¢ it fo inhumanly, all may.”—Will not arbitrary
power every where be apt to run into the hike excefs?

P, 55. <« If by juft means you acquire your liber-
¢ ty, preferve it, that no mafter may have power over
¢ you, to caufe you to fin,” (Commenton 1 Cor. vii, }—
- Thefe juft means were having their freedom purchafed
by their Chriftian brethren. Doth not this give a pre-
ference to liberty, which yer thefe men deny? Can’
there be a ftronger reafon for defiring freedom, than’
the avoiding of occafions of finning? Are not flaves,®
in fa&, expofed, by their condition, to fin, in being’
obliged, for example, to profane the fabbath, andi
proftitute themfelves to the juft of their mafters? &

P. 59. 79. ¢ Six negroes do not more work thani
‘¢ one good Englith harvefter. We confefs drawling
¢ is a jult defcription of the manner in which flaves®

 work.,”~—~What conceflions, They fay the:annual?
‘ expence

",
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expence of a {lave; without taking his value into ace

count, is £8 fterling; therefore to get the work of one

European they pay £48 annually, and the produce of

the value of fix negroes, which are worth £300 fter-

ling; the infurance of which alone is worth £ 30 fterling -
more. Can any thing fhew more the abfurd expen-

fivenefs of employing flaves, than thus to tell us, that

the labour of one peafant, when done by flaves, an-

nually cofts 80 fterling ?

P. 59. 62. ** Many have wifhed that Englifh flaves
‘¢ were attached 1o the foil. We could with our
¢ police better, and that the mother country would
“ rectify it, or direét us {o to do.”—Do they not here
acknowledge what the Effay contends for ?

P. 62. < Adventurers from Europe at firft may be
“ univerfailly more cruel and morofe towards flaves
¢ than native Weft Indians; but all things find their,
¢ Jevel.”’—Why then has the. author been fo abufed
for having made the obfervation,

P. 79. ¢ The flave has a right to life, to property,
¢ to food, to raiment, and proteétion.”-——Grant him
thefe, and we have litde left to contend for at pre-
fenc,

JEWISH SLAVERY.

We are firft to confider {lavery as it ftood in the law
of Mofes, the gentlemen of St. Chriftopher’s princi-
pal arguments being taken from what they fuppofe was
the practice of the Jews, p. 28, &c. They fay, <« Ca-

-¢¢ paan and his pofterity fertled in Africa, and were
-t condemned to be fervants to Shem and Japhet.

s¢ The Jews were commanded,” (it thould be permit-
ted)  to buy flaves of the Heathens around them,

4¢ and keep them and their pofterity in bondage for
# gver, while the fervitude of their own brethren
s« could not be extended beyond the fixth, or begin-
% ning of the fabatical year. Qur Saviour did not
.. ¥ repeal the laws rel'pe&li)ng flaves.”

Now
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«Now flavery is not commanded or indulged to the
Jews, in any other manner than plurality of wives,
and arbitrary capricious divorces. Yet our Saviour
informs us, that, from the beginning, one man and
one woman were intended to be joined indiffolubly to-
gether. This union was relaxed, and men were fuf-
fered to multiply wives, and difmifs them almoft at
pleafure, on account of the hardnefs of their hearts.
Here is an abufe of power, and no fmall degree of
flavery in the tcndereff human relation, and mav well
fuggeft how the relation of mafter and fervant came
alfo to be abufed, and in confequence, to be, to a
certain degree, and for a certain time, for the hard-
nefs of mens hearts, permitted. In the firft cafe, who
fuperinduced to man this hardnefs of heart ? they fure-
ly will not fay, his Creator. May it not, in fcripture
Yanguage be, with the author, afcribed to *¢ the in-
¢ fernal enemy of all goodnefs?” And who more
ready than he to tempt them alfo, in the cafe of fer-
vants, to abufe the luft for power to the purpofes of
eppreflion and tyranny ?  Certainly the devil has not
vied more effectual means to keep men in bondage 1o
him, than this domineering propenfity, abufed and
carried to excefs in both thefe relations. Nor will
any thing contribute more to vindicate man from his
dominion, than a correétion of thefe arbitrary no-
tions, to induce him to be contented with that ftation
in fociety for which nature intended him, which never
was meant to be that of an arbitrary tyrant over the
happinefs, the lives and feelings of his fellow crea-
tures, whether wives or fervants.

To thofe who look into the hiftory of mankind with
a philofophic eye, nothing more clearly appears in-
tended, than the gradual progrefs of human nature
to its proper perfetion. At this day a fenfible peafant,
underftands better his duty in the feveral relations in.
which he is placed, and entertains more clear and
‘corrett notions of his Creator, than the moft acute
among the antient Greek philofophers; a gleorious -
confequence of God’s goodnefs revealed in the gofpc%};;g

| of -
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~ of his Son: Chriftianity, wherever it has been pros
. Jperly eftablifhed, has reduced the union of the fexes
to that fimplicity and purpofe originally intended by
it. In like manner it has abolithed in all Chriftian
countries, that other branch of the abufe of power,
which is infeparably connefted with domeftic ftavery;
the prefent remains of it in Europe, which confifts
chiefly in particular fervitudes, being exceedingly dif-
ferent from Weft Indian flavery, and even that gra
dually wearing cut. And it cannot be too often in-
culcated, that this aboliion of domeftic flavery, is
the chief thing which has raifed Europe to its prefent
fuperiority over the other quarters of the globe,
Slavery takes place among Europeans only in the
weftern world, where their proper religion and laws
are not deemed to be in full force; and where indi-
viduals too often think themfelves loofened from ties,.
which are deemed binding in the mother country.
Yer here, 1 truft, the rime 1s faft approaching, when
the perfe& law of liberty fhall bring within her pale, .
very opprefled fuffering fon of forrow, and extend to
nim her proteftion. The abolition of flavery, equally
with that of arbitrary divorces, and plurality of wives,
may be concluded to be a neceffary flep of the im=
provement of human nature, which enters into the
views of Providence refpefting man, and will, in
God’s own good time, be fully accomplithed. |
But as plurality of wives and arbitrary divorces, .
(though a fign of the unenlightened ftate of the world)
did not conftitute a.crime in individuals, before the
cuftom was abolithed, fo neither is the mere holding
of flaves, who are not capable of freedom, a crime in
individuals, if they be treated with humaniry, and be’
not made to ferve with rigour, till matters fthall be-
come ripe for thtir manumiffion. The mafter in this
cafe is only to be blamed, when he bows down the
fgul of his flave in bondage, and deprives him and his
pofterity of every opporruniry of improving their com-
mon nature, and making thofe gradual advances in
the fcale of rational being, for which all mankind are
D2 adapred,
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adapted, which filently, innocently, and even profita-
bly, both to mafter and flave, would in time reduce
all mankind to that reciprocity of claims and privile-
ges, in which the perfeétion of legal fociety confifts.

This indulgeace refpetting flavery, is not more ne-
ceflary for the prefervation of the owner’s property
in flaves, than it is for the well-being and happinefs

" of the flaves themfelves. To make a precipitate ge-
neral manumiffion of them, would be attended with
the moft horrid effeéts. While the mafter’s circum-
ftances were reduced, the flaves themfelves would be
entirely ruined and loft. They could not enjoy liber-
ty; they would be without employment, without
-maintenance, The change muft be gradual in pro-~
portion to the improvement of their moral faculties,
and fuited to their capacity for becoming objelts of
Jaw and police. Let the mafter only begin and do
his beft, Providence will bring its owa plan to per-
feltion.

This may receive fome light from a farther confide-
ration of the doctrine of plurality of wives. Wheg
our Saviour declared the indiffolubility of the mar-*
riage contraét, or one man made for one woman, fup-
pofe a Jew prefent convinced by his reafloning, or fub-
mitting to his authority. Would he have been ob-
liged to have difmiffed all bur one wife, or to reclaim
a wife, he had before divorced, who was become the |
‘wife of another man #—Certainly not. It continued to |

- be his duty to cherifh, and care for them ; and neither
abandon them to want, or expofe them to proftitution,
‘He was only obliged to contraét no new engagement,
contrary to this decifion, Let the flave-holder a& in
like manner, and he will not be greatly in fault,

But there is not the fhadow of an argument to be
offered in favour of thofe, who continue to fit outd
fhips in Britain, to go to Africa, to tempt, with 2
price, the patives to rob, murder, and enflave theif

- brethren, for making up their flave cargoes, to ¥4
. carried to a diftant country, there to be fcsd, and ex§
* iled from their country for ever; with the certain lofg
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by confinement and ill treatment on board, and fea-
oning in their new country, of far the greater part,
Indeed were this vile trade checked, it would operate
more than every other circumflance, in favour of
flaves. The mafter would then be obliged to treat
thofe in his pofleflion well ; to cherith, encourage, and
advance them, to prevent them from decreafing in
number.

For Weft Indian planters to deduce a right to en-
flave the inhabitants of the African continent, becaufe
Canaan was doomed to be ¢ the fervant of fervants,”
1s fuch a vague conftruction as deferves not a ferious
anfwer, The only thing we certainly know of his
poiterity, is its being fettled in the country, which
was allotted for the inheritance of Jacob, to whom,
on account of their idolatry, they were given for fer-
vants. The Jews, for the benevolent purpofes of
Providence, refpedting the reformation of mankind,
were placed under a particular difpenfation, which,
without making any violent change in their manners
wr natural difpofition, was conftituted their mafter, to

train them up for a more refined law, and more per-
fet fyftem. By permitting them, in the hardpefs of
their heart, to make and keep aliens and their pofte-
rity flaves; their religion was infenfibly extended, and
the way was prepared for the reception of the gofpel
among the Gentiles.  In the mean time, the humane
infticutions of their law prevented the enflaved in-
dividuals from fuffering in their perfons, while fubjeét-
ed ro this otherwife unnatural ftate,

Jr is true our Saviour made no violent change in the
conditions of fociety, Univerfal liberty, or a fub-
jeftion ta law alone, was a confequence, rather than a
part of his doctrine. It muft naturally follow, that
corre&ion of the heart, and that improvement of the
manners in mafter and flave, which it was the defign
pof his gofpel to produce. But though he, and parti-
%ularly his apofties, were careful to guard their dil-
ciples from any precipitate conclufion refpeiting k-
berty, ftill this very caution fhews, that liberty is the

“ D 3 natural
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~ natural confequence of Chriftian perfection ; elfe why
guard againft an unfeafonable feizure of it in Chrif-
tian converts. Wherever their preaching or conver-'
fation led to a comparifon between freedom and fla-
very, they never hefitate in giving the preference to
freedom. Qur Saviour tells the Jews, ¢ He who com-
¢ mitteth fin is the fervant of fin.” 1f to be a fer-
vant, be not a mark of reproach and inferiority, where-
in lies the force of this obfervation. St, Paul com-
mands flaves to continue peaceably in their {tation;

- but if they could be made free, to ufe it rather.
" Now all this is greatly firengthened, and every ar-
gument drawn from the praélice of the Jews, who_lly
done away by this confideration, that by the coming
of qur Saviour, the partition wall has been broken
down, and all nations have been placed on a footing
of equality, The Jews are no longer God’s peculiar
people, and no nation has been fubftituted 1in their
place; nor is apy race to be confidered as alens to
~another, or to be enflaved as fuch. Therefore, in~- |
ftead of taking advantage of their cuftom, of making _§
the Heathen around them flaves for ever, we fhould - ®
imirtate them, as far as the capacity of flaves will ad-
mit of it, in reftraining fervitude to the term pre-
fcribed among them for their brethren; more parti-
cularly, confidering the Africaps as our brethren un-
- der the redeeming head of the creation, and ftriving §
to advance them to that ftate of knowledge and im- &
provement, which may gradually fit them for this @
indulgence. In fhort, the pratice of the Jews under 8
the theocracy can be no argument, under the gofpel B
difpenfation, for any nation to enflave another. If it J§
~ ‘be brought into the queftion, it is an unanfwerable
argument againft the f{lavery in the fugar colonies; J§
for. we are now obliged to confider every man as our §§
brother; and a Jew was forbidden to hold his brother §§
in bondage. -
But we know nothing of the pradtice of the Jews} g8
which is in the fmalleft degree analogous 1o the fla-di
very of the Africans in the Weft Indies, Amon% thes
CWiE
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Jews, their fri® obfervation of fabbath muft have
been a moft important advantage to the flave. It
faved them the feventh part of their labour, and ob-
liged their mafters to feed them, or allow them time
in the ordinary working days to procure it for them-
felves; while African flaves are obliged to toil on
Sunday to {upport themfelves. The Jews were a po-
pulous nation, and inhabiting a {mall territory, and
having little intercourfe with their neighbours, were
obliged to apply themfelves to agriculture, Their
flaves therefore muft have been the {maller number,
and employed cither in actendance on their families,
or in working in the field along with their mafters,
their children, and relations; circumftances aill very
different from the fituation of the poor Africans.
Now, wherever flaves are the inferior number, they
differ but in few re{pe@s from free or hired fervants.
In general, they are much lefs advantageous, and full
as expenfive. There are few temptations to treat them’
ill, and little neceflity for forcing them to any excei-
five exertions. They foon acquire the language, and
embrace the religion of their mafters.

This may be concluded to have been the cafe of
the Jewilh flaves, from what might lately have been
‘abferved, in the moft northern provinces of America,
There {laves were the inferior number., They f{poke
the language, and had f{ubmitted to the religion of
their mafters. They made a pare of their families, and
were confidered as humble ufeful relations, rather thao
flaves. The chief difadvantage attending this firua. .
tion, is the danger of having an arbitrary cruel mafter,
being transferred as any other property, to ftrangers,
- and being checked in every exzertion that is not agree-
able or profitable to the owner ; circumftaaces of much
- greater injury to the caufe of humanity, than can be

-gﬂanccd by every advantage attending even this moit
favourable ftate of flavery. We come naw to thefe’

gentlemens
D 4 PARTI-
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PARTICULAR OBSERVATIONS.

Page 1. *“ Why the Almighty fhould allow of the
s¢ eftablithment of flavery, is, perhaps, a queftion un-
« neceflary, as well as prefumptuous?”’~Is not a per«
baps 2 weak foundation, on which to ereét a fyftem of
tyranny and oppreflion? Or how are we to know our
duty, if we inquire not into the nature and extent

‘of 1t? <« He might do it for our trial, and if humuan
¢ laws do not concern themfelves with any impro-
¢« prieties in our behaviour to flaves, we may {fup-
< pofe he will particularly take the matter into his
“ own hands, as in the vices of the thoughts an hy-
« pocrify.”—Here is a fine falvo from (I had almoft
faid a gofpel minifter) an African merchant, for a
community to overlook every enormity; yet the
Afcriptures threaten that nation which fuffers murder,
fabbach-breaking, and oppreflion of the poor to pafs :
unpunifhed. 4

P. 2. « Mofes not only exprefsly allows flavery, but '

« commands it”—They cannot fthew where, or for
what purpofe; nor indeed is flavery mentioned in any
place, in a manner different from divorces, which we
yet know were condemned by the high authority of
our Saviour.—* The author flies out into empty de-
¢ clamation of univerfal liberty.”—He in every place
carefully guards againft it,

P. 3. ¢« The property of flaves was always fecured
¢« by laws in fome inftances.”—~If true, why not men- -
tion them? If there had been a law, there was no
authority to enforce it ; bur nothing of the fort ever
occurred to the author, in his refearches or experi- .
ence. ¢ Author’s cenfures are general,” not near fo
much as their own; for which, fee conceffions; and
more will appear in the courfe of thefe remarks. <€ He: ,
“¢ produces private anecdotes, not as cafual enormis- ’*&E
“ ties, that fpring up in all communities, but as - ">
%« proafs of bad principles peculiar to, and univerfally

<« prevalent

ka
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s¢ prevalent in the ifland.”—They are produced as nn-

avoidable confequences of individuals, being feft each
to his own caprice, in what manner to treat his fellow
creatures, ¢ Such ufage might exafperate us, and un-
“ merited calumny make us carelefs of deferving
s¢ prajfe.”’—That muft be a poor principle of aétion,
that yields to a refentment againft an infignificant in-
dividual. ¢ Could he have been the caufe of making
«¢ the lives of negroes more comfortable; of obliging
¢t thofe mafters who are inhuman, ro treat them with
¢ more tendernefs, we, as men of humanity, would
¢« have applauded him.”—Then there are inhuman
mafters, and negroes may be made more comfortable;
and what more fays the author, or withes at prefent to
be done. < He propofes a vifionary proje&, an im-
# practicable fcheme.”—How agrees this with what
they fay above, or with their very warm recornmenda-
tion, p. 94, of the author’s fcheme for improving the
condition of flaves. '

P. 11. ¢ The author’s Effay means to curry favour,
¢« by falling in with the prejudices and errors of the
¢ great, with a view to private advantage.”—With
this view, he has fhewn himfelf an egregious fool.
When he ftood up for the civil rights of the colony,
he had a number on his fide, yet his whole fruits were
abufe and lofs of property., What could he expedt,
when offering himf{elf fingle to the combat, with men
whofe lying malice he had formerly experienced. His
labours have never been of that {ort, which commands
patronage, or leads to profit. The mens confeia redi,
and their and fuch like abufe, will probably be his’
only reward. :

P. 26. “ They who intruded on the fabbath had
* bills of indi@tment preferred againft them; and if
¢ not punithed, were prevented from repeating fuch
< offences.””-—See anfwer to Curfory Remarks.

‘P, 2. « The auvthor’s plan for the mprovement
¢ and converfion of negroes cannot take place, ull
¢ they are furnifhed with fuch abilir:cs and endow-
¢ ments of the mind, as they have not at prefent,?

{when -
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(whcxjifhcy~cannot lay a table or table cloth ftrait)
«¢ and in probability never may, till the day of judg-

« ment,”«~T his may be anfwered from p. 61, of their -

~ own book. ¢ By our mildnefs, many of the moft fen-
¢ fible are led to examine our religion, and embrace
« it from conviétion,” .
P. 29, « Ina, king of the Weft Saxons, anno 692,
e« fettled the law of flaves on the foundation of the
- ¢ holy feriprures.”—Did he not interpret the f{cripe
tures according to the praétice of flavery then in ufe?
¢« Mahomet was the firft who enfranchifed flaves, and
" ¢ with them enflaved and deftroyed their mafters.”—
An alarming confequence, if the circumftances were
the fame! But his meafure was precipitate ; ours i8
roeant to be flow. ¢ The Druids had flaves, and fa-
¢ crificed them to Woden., The Romans wore the
“ Britons out in clearing woods, and embanking
¢« marfhes.”—Moft inviting features of flavery !
P, z0. « The law, as it now ftands, evidently {peaks
«¢ for the flave trade, and humanity pleads as ftrong-
« ly in favour of it. For the Africans will cut the
 throats of their flaves, if the Europeans come not
* up to their price.”—A municipal law, not founded
on fcripture or reafon, 1s a poor plea for a cuflom,
- Before this cutting of throats can be pleaded for fla-
very, it fhould be afked, if the hopes of felling them
“had not firflt encouraged them to make flaves of them.
¢« Should England drop the African trade, France and
¢ Spain would avail themfelves of it, and the poor
¢« Africans remain ftill in bondage, under much fe-
¢ verer talk-mafters,”—What generous motives for

perfevering in this {ad bufinefs! Knows not this Af-"

rican merchant, that above two thirds of the flaves,
bought on the flave coaft by Englith traders, are fold

by them, or their fa®ors, to the French, and other

foreigners ; and that the Englifh traders, by their ena

gerprizing turn, pufh this commerce much farther than -

all the other European nations; fo that if they were
to give it up, a great part of it would be at an end.
With refpedt to treatmens or tatk=mafters, I fear, maoil
: foreigners,
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foreigners, except perhaps -the unfeeling Dutch and
Americaps, may boaft that they take thefe wretches
out of the hands of fevere tafk-mafters.

- P. 34. * In Africa thofe are fold, who are ﬂ&vcs by
¢ defcent, or have committed theft, or fuch villainies
« a5 their laws condemn them to flavery for, as Jo-
¢« {eph claimed Benjamin, on finding his cup in his
« fack.’—Suppofe crimes by the original law of Af-
rica punithed with flavery, ftill fending criminals in-
to perpetual exile, muft be a modern ffatute, fince the
“difcovery of America; how, ar when was it enalled?
and who were the contra@ing parties? Crimes, chat
fociety punifhes, fuppofe an advanced {tate of fociety :
Can Africa, in its rude fituation, annually fupply
100,000 culprits, befides the immenfe numbers that
muft fall lame, or fick, and be left to perifh in the
woods, in marches of one thoufand miles before they
reach the traders on the coaft # ¢ In Africa they have
« no chance of ever being free; they have no fort aof
¢ property ; their lives are fubjeft to their mafters
¢ caprice, without fear of punifbment, or of being
¢r gccountable.”—Is not this 3 juft reprefentation of
American and Weft Indian flavery?

~ P. 35, «“ Not one individual African, when made
¢ free, ever wifhed to return to his own country;
¢ nor would accept of freedom on fuch terms.”—~Poor
wretch, how is he to fearch out his native fpot, per~
Laps one thoufand miles up the country; to whom is
he to attach himfelf, whofe family has been murdered,
or fcattered among different European nations, never
to be reaffembled, or made happy in each other,
_¢¢ By ftat, 6. Edward, chap. 3. He that takes a fer-
‘¢ vant or beggar idle, three days together, fhall have
- ¢ him for his flave; and if he does not work, may

..« treat him with chains, imprifonment, and ftripes.

<« This hews there were then flaves, and how they

" . ¢ were to be treated.”—Suppofe this fatute unrepeais
.. - ed, we then fee what the gradual improvement of 3

" country will in time produce, Place thercfare the
 Africans in the fame fituation, they will dlfo gradually
advanceg
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advance themfelves, and thence acquire freedom;
while the colonies will go on increafing in wealth and
population, &
P. 36. “ A Weft Indian planter,” (in an anony-
‘mous pamphlet) * affirms it to be impoflible to cul-
¢« tivate the {foil by any but negroe labourers, Lind
« fays there are fervices that cannot fafely be per-
« formed by Europeans, in hot unhealthy climates.
-« ThePalatines died in clearing lands in Jamaica.”—
The difference between the powers of an African, and
an European, has never been fairly afcertained, The
author knows a particular inftance, where two hundred
and forty prime (generally feafoned) flaves, were re-
- duced below one hundred, in lefs than eight years, on
a new plantation. Let the importation of flaves into
our new iflands be compared with their prefent num-
bers, and this probably will be found to be a mode-
rate proportion. There are European blackfmiths in
the Weft Indies, which is furely a more trying em-
ployment than the field labour of the flaves. This
laft is indeed only fevere, from the injudicious man-
ner in which flaves are worked, and their being ob-
liged to drawl on their tafk under the overfeer’s eye,
without reft or relaxation. Thefe men fay, p. 59,-
that ¢ an European labourer will work as much as fix
« negroes.”—Would an European wear himfelf out
by putting forth the fixth part of his firength? A man
may very well labour five or fix hours every day,
and avoid the fervours of the fun. Taking into ac-
count the eafe with which land is ufually cilled be-
tween the tropics, and that there is no winter ceffa-
_tion of labour there, this rate of labour will equal
in the year, the labour ef a peafant in a northern
country. . _
- P. 36, « Ligon fays nothing was done to the profi- . -
¢t table {ettlement of Barbadoes, until the introduc- -
¢ tion of flaves.”~—If the author remembers that, or zes
fome other original account right, little was done till 4
‘ghe Dutch planters came there, on being driven out2"
- of Brafil, Negroes, and indented fervants, at firft-siv
o worked -
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“worked together, till the gradual introduction of Af-

ricans thruft the others out. By parith regifters which
the author has feen, it plainly appears, that numbers

- 'of white men were employed with negroes, after anno
- 1680. The circumftance of a fingle plantation furnith-
~ ing a company of men for the attack on Guadaloupe,un-

der Codrington, about anno 1691, was told to the author
by the owner of it. The decreafe of the white inha-
bitants cannot be accounted for by the buying up of
the ten acre lots, becaufe there is 2 law to check the

ractice ; and the whole lands that have ever been fo
{icld in that illand, would not account for the differ-

‘ence.

P. 37. *“ We muft abandon our fettlements, ruig
<« thoufands of fellow-fufferers, and refign our fortunes
¢« into the hands of foreign powers, or conduét them
¢ by the labour of negroes, whofe conftitutions being
< by nature, and the divine will, appropriated to thefe
« climates, are evidently fittet for fuch employ-
s ments,”"—Suppofe Africans be adapted for the cli-
mate, are they to be ravifhed from a country, to which
they are ftill better adapted ? and are more than two-

- shirds to be deftroyed in captivating, tranfporting, and

new fettling them, to anfwer a lefs valuable purpofe

than they might accomplifh, as freemen in their own

country? Suppofe fugar an article intended by nature
for European indulgence ; it might be got from Afri-
ca, if its culture by freemen were encouraged there, at
one fifth of the common Weft Indian price. Bur it is

* not meant to take the {laves, now in the colonies, off

~from the manufaéture of fugar; only to treat them

~ .while employed about ir, as Chriftians thould rational
" “fellow-creatures.

P. 38. ¢ Capuain Jobfon, anno 1621, refufed women

" < flaves in exchange for goods, confequently the trade

¢ grofe from the Africans themfelves.”—Would fuch

. atrade continue, if Europeans did not folicit it, or
- if the African continent were civilized ?

P. 39. «“ May there not be a bifhop mifinformed,

% and led away by imaginary accouats of cruelty, -

¢ which
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¢« which have no exiftence but on paper? May not aff
« oftenfible decency be conftrued into tendernefs and
s« humanity ; if fo, the Effayeft may have fome reafon
¢« for his publication ?”~—~The bithop muft be ill in4
formed to depend on the report of any oné individual,
Indeed, in the fentence that follows this, they acknows
ledge <« Planters to have been wantonly cruel with«
« out caufe.”—Therefore he has their own good au-
thority, and has not been mifled. How an oitenfible
decency can become humanity, and this be a reafon
for the publication of the Efifay, the reverend African
adventurer may explain ia his next edition ?

P. 42. “That amuling horror that arifes from
¢« overftrained pictures ot cruelry feldom prattifed,
“ and by few, 1s a pretty introduétion to the enthu-
s fiaftic rank of univerfal freedom.”—The author, in
p. 87 of his Effay, fays, ¢ were a bad or a cruel maf-
¢ ter a folitary charatter, he ought to be an objet
¢ of police.” Dare they affirm that fuch a charatter
ftands fingle in their colony ¢ Have not limbs been
broken, and feveral ears been cropt arbitrarily, fince
the beginning of anno 17827* ¢« A freedom that
« would be as injurious to thefe poor creatures, as de=
« trirnental to the rights of the owners, and deftruc-
« tive of the interefts of fociety and religion; for if
« ever the Africans are converted, it muft be in their
¢ prefent ftate.,”’—Here is bare affertion and concef-
fion with a witnefs l-—then brutality and religion are of
neceflity coupled together. ¢ What a miferable, worfe
« than favage life, do the free Charibs of St. Vincent’s
¢ lead ?"”—Is it neceflary for free men to be favages?
¢ Yet the French laboured to introduce religion -a-
“ mong them.”-—Did they begin at the right end;
artempt firft to humanize, to make them worthy of
religion ? See alfo p. 72.

* * Not fewer than four inflances in this peried have come to the
author’s knowledge ; one of whigh ggcafioned the law againft maim-

ing to be pafled, anno 1783,
P, 43
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P. 43. ¢ The third Chriftmas holiday is a fcene of
¢ fighting among themfelves, or pilfering in the
¢ prounds around them.”—May not their pilfering be
afcribed to their want of food, and their riots to their
ignorance ? It is not propofed to free them, but in
proportion as they fhall be civilized,

P. 44. < Shall the bonds of fociety, that exift bea
¢ tween mafter and flave, in which the one is con-
¢ fidered as the common parent, feeder and proteétor;
¢ the other a child, labouring for the advantage of
«¢ the head of the family, be broken by falfe pretences
¢ of humanity, and unmeaning rant, that has neither
¢¢ reafon nor religion to fupport it i”’—All this is com-
bating a chimera, The author defires no bonds to be
broken (though he imagines thefe gentlemen authors
will be puzzled to make out, how the chain of Qavery
becomes the bond of fociety) he withes mafter and
flave made more worthy of each other. It may only
be obferved, that heads of families ufually labour for
their children, (fee p. 43, 49. 83.) not children for
them..

P. 46. « A freeman who indents himfelf, fells his
¢« own {ervices ; the fervices of a {lave are his owner’s
<< property, by the laws and cuftoms of his own com-
“ munity; but the buyer has an equal right to them
¢ both.”~—When one is indented, the law prefcribes
the nature of the contraét, and gives a remedy againft
the abufe. Bur if a mafter’s right becomes abfolute
by purchafe, the flave can have nothing in return;
what is received with one hand, is delivered back
with the other. _

P. 49. * Planters, in holding flaves, a& according
s¢ to the eftablithed laws of their country, founded on
¢ thofe of God.”—This fallacy has been fufficiently
difcufied.

P. 50. * Authors, who argue againt flavery, would
¢ injure fociety, by ftriking this neceflary link out
# of the chain.”—In Europe it is ftruck out, and fo-
Cicty hasgaiﬂcd by it, i

"~

P. 52,
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P. 53, 53.  Theauthor owns that Mofes’s law did -

¢ create perpetual flavery;”— (his words carry no
fuch meaning) ““ and yet he afferts that {lavery was
< unknown, till European infernal love of gold in-
¢« troduced and fixed it.”—This is truly impudent,.
Speaks not the author here of America, where it does
not appear Moles ever came.

. P. 54, ¢ The Effayeft firft falls in with Fletcher’s
¢¢ plan; then flies off, and calls it inadmiffible.”—
‘This mifreprefentation of his meaning, has no name
in the Janguage of civility.

P. ¢8. ¢ That one, who has been twenty years in
#c the Weft Indies, fhouid propofe to punith a run-
- #¢ away {lave, by pulling his houfe down, is a moit

<< extraordinary blunder.”—The blunder refts with the
planter. ‘The author {peaks not of punithing, but
- reclaiming him. ‘¢ Slavery to this day fubfifts in
¢¢ Scotland, in thofe who work in coals and falt,”’—
And by all accounts, little to the mafter’s profit.

. P. 59. ¢ Negroes can work without being aficted
<< by the heat of the fun.”—Only in their own draw-
ling way. ¢ The pretty piture of a {canty bruifed
¢ tin or pewter meafure, by an unfeeling overfeer, is
‘< the effufion of mere fancy,”—It was a picture of
which the author often viewed the original.  Let thefe
champions divide two American barrels of flour (each,

according to a late report made to the privy council,.

weighing 196 pounds) for a week’s allowance among
one hundred and eighty negroes ; yet giving to each
fix nominal pints, and f{ee how it will come out.

P. 6éo. “ We can fee no reafon why managers
‘¢ fhould plume themfeives on favings in their allow-
¢ ance.”—Nor can the author imagine 2 good reafon 3
yet has he heard a manager boaft of feeding his negroes
from the pot (with dreffed provifions) at the rate of
three pints of grain per week.,

“ The field prayers, and fuperior honefty of the

¢ French and Spanifh negroes, are to be imputed 10

<¢ their defpotic government and priefthood, and ri-

“¢ gour of their punifhments ; to their exatt police and
¢ attentive

L 4
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©¥¢ attentive centinels, We wifh to leaa.

© ¢ not to drive or terrify them into unm:

By this mildnefs of ours, many of the mq

are led to examine our religion, and ern

from conviion; yet with their affiftance

¢ not work on their ignorant brethren.”—Th

of this teams with ignorance and mifreprefer
French flaves love their prayers, and are honel

good treatment. Nothing has been attemptes
flaves, 1n thefe gentlemens colony, to give the

its name, a title to talk of mildnefs, or lament tneir
not being able to work on the reft. < The author,
“ in many places, reprefents the planter afting from
“ {uch motives, as muft prove him rather out of his
‘¢ {enfes, than void of humanity.”—Indifcretion and
inhumanity are generally intimate companions.

P. 61. ¢« If any man has boafted of ordering watch-
 men to kill and bury flaves found breaking of canes,
¢ he muft have been defpifed.”—The boaft has been
made in the author’s hearing ; and not one, but feve-
ral inftances of negroes found dead in cane pieces, have
happened in the author’s time. Many have been put
under his care, mangled with wounds, received in
breaking of canes. 1f a ficld of canes be found much
damaged, the watchman is feverely punifhed; this
obliges him to thew no mercy.

P. 62. * There are old ats to fecure the lives of
« flaves.”-—Not one could the author ever find in
their colonial code. If there had been any fuch, why
do they not quote the profecution of the chief judge,
- 2ntioned in the Effay, as having murdered his flave

- in thefe laft forty years?

4. * For four,” (the hour of bell ringing) * read

- Y—=That within the author’s hearing, was di-

.. v aclock, and was rung at four.

- ““In the third part of a day, a negroc can
o thirds of his daily wages, by picking and
‘rafs.”—This can take place only among 2

~roes, in plantations near the towns, in the
But all the goars, horfes and cows 1a the
ifland,

B 1 2
€
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. are fed with bought grafs, would not pro< .

illing per day among one hundred negroes,
.0 be profited by it. It is impoflible to pal-
words, the oppreflive mannet by which cattle
1 fed. ¢ We know feveral negroes under fe-
maflers, who never had the ftroke of a whip.,”—
there are fevere mafters, and only a few efcape
ng under them.
66. <¢ Six or eight pounds of beef at leaft, are
ninifhed to a fcrap.” —It was not three pounds,
bone included, in the author’s time, ¢ The batche-
<c lor is accountable in his own perfon, for whar is in
«<¢ his pofleffion; the married man is apt to truft his
c¢ wife or child.”—This reajoning is new. Are not
-even thefe as truft-worthy as an overfeer, often a va-
abond ? But who is trufted when the batchelor is
abfent on bufinefs, or pleafure¢ *¢ His calculation of
<< expences for negroe food and clothing, at 26s. per
<¢ apnum, is far below the mofl niggardly allowance.
-¢¢ Every negroe cofts his mafter from [g. to £6. fter-
¢ ling for thefe articles; and in ifland taxes, between
« two and three more, fo that the annual expence is
¢ above /8. fterhing per annum.”—Yet 26s. exceed-
‘ed the allowance of feveral plantations within the
author’s knowledge. Before the late war, the ifland
taxes feldom excceded 2s. 64, per head per annum.
P. 67. ¢ The remainder of this fetion fhews him
«¢ affuming the di@atorial legiflatorfhip, ftiff, haugh.
¢ ty, dogmatic.,”—This dreadful cenfure is pafied,
for the crime of propofing a better method of ma
naging nurfes and their children. ¢ The ufage’
¢ pregnant women we have never feen or !
¢ of.,”-——But the author has often feen it, a
monftrated againft it.
P. 0. “.The author’s flond rant of pleas
“ ror is a flat contradi®ion of his affertic:
“ happy ftate fet forth in the laft feion.”i
‘pofiible that fome may be in comparifon h-
others are unhappy? . | :

Y

j
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P. #1. ¢ Their claim to the fabbath nev gr was dif-
* allowed.”—But has been often infringed. Or isit
of any confequence to a wretch, whether he labours on
Sunday” for a tyrant immediately, or for his own food
to fupport him in his mafter’s work throughout the
week 7—*¢ If flaves had no friends here, how came an
¢ a&t to be pafled unanimoully in their favour, and
«¢ for the protection of their perfons and properties:”—
What muft become of thefe apologifts, but for this
folitary aét of anno 17837 They bring it in every
fecond or third page. It is a catholicon for negleét,
oppreflion, and cruelty.

F. 72. <« The defpotic laws of China, that compel
¢ children to continue in the trade of their fathers,
¢ fupport their fugar plantations, but prevent their
“¢ increafe,”—Thefe men feem unacquainted with China.
Its fugar comes from Cochin China, is manufaltured
by freemen at lefs than a fifth of the common price of
Weft Indian fugar. One of China’s greateft inconve-
niencies 18 its excefs of population.

P.73. <« If full liberty would not be a blefling,
¢ why dwells the Effayift on the fubjeft #”—He dwells
on it only as it may be made to go hand in hand with
mmprovement.—*¢ If his calculation of the value of
¢ renied flaves be real, why fhould a plaater prefer
* employing flaves to freemen?” They thcmglves,
P- 59. 79. (fee Conceffions from p. 59. 79.) have proved
that his calculation is greatly below the truth. Planters
want energy to ftrike out a new plan, and have not
viewed the thing in a proper light. ¢ The Effayift
““ muft know, it is impoflible for a free peafantry from

England to work in thefe countries, where the native

vhites will fooner ftarve than attempt it.”—The
- or knows no fuch thing. Some of the befk families

. Weft Indies are denved from people that had

.. cullomed to field work. There i3, I believe,
" of rank now alive, who is faid to have been
an infant to his mother’s back, while the fed

mill with canes. Almoft all the original

lers, in the late neutral iflands, cultivared

E:2 their
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their little /fpots with their own hands, till they had
earned as much as would buy a flave, or rather a fellow
labourer. * They continued to work with flaves, till
they acqiired fuch a number, as gave them f{ufficient
employjent to overfee and direét their work- About
26 years ago, the author got acquainted with one fuch,
who hact in fucceffion cleared and ftocked with flaves
five coffee plantations for as many children. This man
had begun 5o years before with his own bare hands,

P. 74. * General manumiflion would be total ruin,

¢ as the author acknowledges in the beginning of this

fetion.”—This bugbear of liberty will not let thefe

poor gentlemen fleep. The manumifiion {uggefted re-
quires improvement and time, which would prevent all
danger. —“ The affertion, that abfolute freedom is
« within the plan of Providence has no grounds for
« it,”—Who told them this? < We have proved,
= that white men pever cultivated the illand of Bar-
* badoes.” By a quotation from an anonymous pamph-
let, fee p.36. But if true, how came the Bell plan-
tation to be able to fend a company of white {oldiers,
anno 1691, to the attack of Guadaloupe?

P.75. “ A fhipwright {ays, the expediency of job
« work is ftill a difputed point. Ships fo built laft
“ not half the time of thofe built by the day.”—~The
author will engage to get 500 fhipwrights to fay the
fame. ,
P. 46. « Mr. Gibbons perfevered in the ufe of
“ ploughs, till he had nothing left to work upon.”—

Ploughing is not anfwerable for the indifcreet ufe of . |
it. Bur the author difputes the fact. His il fuceef

may be traced up to other caufes. In the author’s t*-
his failure was charged on his having cleared his &V
of ftones. Suppofe it otherwife, the greateft p
the ifland is of a {oil very different from his plant:

"~ P.7y. ¢ The trath is loofe, and impofiibl,

¢ ploughed in.”—The author has feen ver.

fields ploughed in this ftate. Butit is not

while it may be more ufefully expended -

“ Ploughs then have been tried, and found

.
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« tal, or at leaft ufelefs,””--Not in one well authenti-
cated cafe. In fome inftances they have been Jaid afide
through liftlefsnefs, in others for want of horfes or
cattle, which again chiefly arifes from depending for
their maintenance on hand picked grafs, and not allot-
ting a fufficient proportion of ground for paiture, or
aruificial grafs.

P. 79. < If ever they are converted, it can snly be
¢ in their prefent condition.”—Why fo? Is Liberry
and Chriftianity incompatible, or muft men be brutal to
become religious ?~—*¢ The difficulty arifes fromtheirown
¢ favage obftinacy, invincible ignorance, and unruly
¢ paffions, if free to follow their dictates.”—Can thefe
men fay, that any promifing methods have been ufed
to wreft thefe evil qualities from them ?

P. 80. ¢ The Effay before us feems calculated for
¢ private intereft.” — Wih fuch a view the au-
thor’s experience would have taught him to take the
oppofite fide; he is not yet paid for his pens and
paper. ,

P. 82. * He propofes an inftrutor at £400.” The
whole of this pretended calculation is equally void of
foundation and meaning.

P. 83. < All attempts to intreduce religion among
¢ free Africans has been in vain.”—Not one have they
mentioned in the Weit Indies, In Africa, particularly
in St. Thomas'’s, they have fucceeded.—* Is not the
¢ national charafter of the Africans obftinacy, low
 cunning, exceflive indolence -—Not more fo than of

~ery other people in the fame ignorant ftate; not fo
Y oas otpihe Greenlanders, when the Danith and
“an miffionaries firft went among them. “ Would
vork as free, who can hardly be forced to ir,
hey knqw the feverity that muft attend difo-
"—Here the cloak of mifreprefentation drops
difobedience muft be very general, and

1s at its heels, This exceeds all that the

ivanced concerning their ill treatment,
advocate gives up his caufe. But this

=pfated for in the fame pages.—'¢ The

Ez « fenfibic
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1 {enfible {na&er looks on a fine flave with more fatif-
¢« fafior, than a fine horfe’ (the African merchant’s
patron is a lover of horfes). Good, and confiders him
as mucl at his difpofal. < The flave looks on his
¢« mafter as his feeder” (hoftler) ¢ his protector, his
« fathef, they have often ventured their lives for each
“ othery” See p. 44. 48, 49. ¢ But thele are new
“ fenteqees, and it is not worth their while to look
¢ back{”

'P. 84. ¢« We know he met with no hinderance
“ from owners or managers in inftructing flaves,”~—
Nor with any affiftance, but much abufe. But this
refers to a period above 20 years ago ; where were thefe
authors then ?

P. 8g. ¢ Maiters think the moft probable means of
¢ converting flaves to religion, 1s to leave them to their
% own judgments, where they have any.”—An excel-
lent {alvo fer indifference and negle&t. Did not this
minifter’s confcience check him, when he {uggefted this
excule to mafters for not doing their duty? ¢ QOnce
$¢ call it a duty, they fer themielves obftinately againft
¢ it, and fhut their ears to the mildeft and foundeft
¢ inftructions.”—Dare they fay inftruction has ever

been tried?—*¢ Surely patith priefts might attend the

¢ eftates in rotation !”—This is the author’s propofal.
~—<¢ 1t might prevent their interfering in politics, and
¢¢ difturbing the community.”—In fuch an unanimous
fociety, furely there can be no fuch charafter remain-
ing. ;
P. 86. ¢ The author propofes that the flay.’
¢ fhould cultivate their owa grounds under dige?™

¢¢ of the overfeer; and then fays, this cufto/~

« particular plantation wore out the {laves.”#v

tute, in the firft place, @ common day, in the

day, and this notable criticifm vanithes.—¢:

¢ forhids the publick meeting of flaves.””

ings are kept up in 2 manner moft injuriouy

of the flaves, are generally attended wiv’

times with murder. Would it not be

what cannot e prevented ?—¢ The igt o

,,.“-m—-'f! J—
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P. 12, ¢ Freedoms granted to faithful or favourite
¢ {laves are fo notorioufly common, as to be 2 growing
“ political evil,” p. 116. ¢ I never heard of a free
“ negroe’s working for hire in the field of any planta-
“ tion,” fee alfo p. 147. Free negroes will be ufelefs
till fociety fixes their rank, and finds them employment.

P. 13, 14. Contain remarks on the flavery of Eu-
rope and America, which only explain what is advanced
in the Effay.

P. 15, 16. ¢ The Portuguefe and Spaniards, were,
« it {eems, more innocent in ftealing flaves than
¢« Sir J. Hawkins in purchafing of them.”—If the
writer will make proper inquiry, he will find Sir John
did not, in his firft Effay, purchafe flaves.

P. 18.  Mr. R, loads his countrymen with the
* cdium of being the firft who embarked in this
¢ difgraceful commerce.”—The author knows, that
in ancient times, {laves were drawn from the diftant
parts of Africa, and all other countries furrounding
the Roman empire. What he advances might have
been underftood to affirm only their being the firft to
make a traffic in flaves, a fixed branch of trade by
fea; and he now adds, they have extended 1t fo far as
to have becore the honourable flave carriers to the
greateft part of the European fettlements in America.

P. 18, * Why was the captain who ordered his -
¢ flaves to be thrown ovetboard fuffered to efcape
¢ profecution ?—Perhaps, becaufe he was then dead,”
p. 18.7 « It proves that power intrufted to ignorant
“ and mercilefs monfters will fometimes be abufed.”—
Have no fuch men power over flaves in our colonies ?
or if they have, fhould there not be fome law to call
them to account, when they abufe it? Dare the warmeft
advocates for flavery fay, that flaves arc not opprefifed?
or that thé colony laws provide a fufficient fecurity
againft the cruelty of an ignorant mercilefs monfter?
The reader is defired to bear this conceflion alfo in
mind. | o
- P.1g. ¢ It is not eafy to be difcovered why
« Fletcher’s plan of ﬂaver% for Scotland is introduced

8% — ~ ““ 1pto
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¢ into the Effay.”—Yet the Author informs him;

¢« becaufe it {fuggefls things that would be exceeding- -

¢« }y proper to be attended to in the firft dawnings of
« liberty.” |

P. 22. ¢ Is it credible that fo wild a projeét, as
¢¢ the making of vagabonds ufeful, could have gravely
¢« dropped from the pen of fo zealous and profefled
¢ an advocate for univerfal liberty ?”— Yet this
writer’s coadjutors remark fuch a law enacted, fo late
as the time of Edward VIth, fee Fielding’s Works.

An inftance of a negroe malfter and white flaves may,

it feems, be feen any day in that temple of liberty,

Phijadelphia, -

- P. 23, < The author feems eagerly to embrace
¢ every opportunity of exprefling an unnatural pre-
¢ poffeflion againft Britith planters,” fee p. 43. 46. 75.
138.—All thefe are barefaced falfe affertions, for which

‘all proof is wanting. In an inquiry into the flave

“trade, printed eight months before thefe remarks ap-
peared, though 1t fuited not the writer to take notice
of it, the author takes occafion of obferving, < Plan-
s¢ ters are like, are not worfe than the common run
¢ of men; many would not lofe by comparifon with
¢ the better fort of people in Britain,” Is this pre-
pofleflion againft planters? yet it is faying no more
than what might have been colle&ted from the Effay
itfelf, of the author’s wifh to favour the planter. But
the caufe was not deemed made good againft him
without engaging the whole body of planters on their

fide. It gives the nominal wniter, in the mean time,

a claim to folicir their confignments.

P. 24. ¢« Whoever will compare the code noir ;

« with the different laws (laws made by the mafter
« themfelves, who are bound by them) in forc

« among the Britith iflands, will find the French flaves

¢ have few or no eflential advantages fecured to the

¢ beyond what are enjoyed by thofe in the Englifh fet-s2
“ tlements.” This oppofition between fecurity and:
enjoyment looks rather fufpicious, But to proceed,
p. 25, “ 1 can aflure my readers, that, iz mof of our}

< ifland

.
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< iflands, the following printed laws, among many
¢ others, in favour of negroes, continue in force.”
“The author has mentioned every thing of the kind he
could find in print. And except the St. Chriftepher law
of 1783, he fears little has been added fince. The writer
reftri@s his affertion to maoft of our iflands; but the cens
fure muft remain till proper regularions extend to all.
Here follow the laws, which depend chiefly on this
writer’s bare affertion.

P. 25, 1. « A ipecific allowance of clothing,”’—
Where or when doth this law obtain? [t muft be
quite new.

2. ¢ Provifions to be planted on every eftate,”—
Add, in Grenada and Jamaica,

3. ¢ Jail-keeper to fupply negroe prifoners with
<¢ proper food, water, and lodging.”—1t is their mafter’s
bufines to fee that this be done.

4. *¢ Female convifts, pregnant, refpited until 2
< proper time after dclm:ry '—Is not this a part of
the Englith criminal law ?

5. < Mafters and miftreffes, &c. are to endeavour,
¢ as much as poffible, at the inftruétion of their flaves
¢ in the knowledge of the Deity, and the principles of
<« Chriftianity, and to promote their converfion and
¢ baptifm.”—Pity the when and where of this amiable
ftatute had not been afcertained, and the good effedts
produced by it. I fear we muft look among other
nations for it.

6. < Slaves not to work on Sundays,” (add, ex-
cept for food to enable them to toil throughout the
week for their mafters) ¢ Chriftmas-day, Good-friday,
« &c. &c.” fee alfo p. 63.—The author knows that
thofe planters, who attended fervicein his churches on
Good-friday, kept their fugar mills geing as on ae
ordinary day. Nor is there a any exprefs colony law on
the fubject; as far as his inquiry goes, cuftom only
gives three days at Chriftmas, and n Jamaica two at
‘Whitfuntide, Sunday is left to the operation of Englith
law, which 15, as abovc, univerfally evaded; excepr,

: Fa perhaps,

-
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perhaps, in Jamaica, by Saturday afternoon being al-
lowed inftead of it.

e  Liberty for llaves to plant and fell provifions.”
—Add, to help out their {canty allowance, What a
noble privilege ! have they not alfo leave to fcratch
their own heads?

8. <« Slaves not to {uffer capitally for thefts under
¢ five pounds.”’—Add in Nevis only, '

. Slaves not to be maimed under very heavy
<« penalties,” fee alfo p. so.—~Pafled A. 1783, in St.
Chriftopher.

10. * Perfons killing flaves wantonly, guilty of
¢ felony with benefit of clergy; but liable to fine and
“ imprifonment for the firft offence; for the fecond to
« fuffer death,”—It requires fome affurance to intro-
duce this as a favourable law,

P. 28. < The French compel their flaves to make
¢ up the time loft by keeping the church feftivals, by
_ % working after fun fet, parucularly when the moon
¢« favours fuch extra labour.”—"Then there is a chance
of efcaping at leaft one half of this extra labour.

P. 28. ¢« The French flave’s claim to his allowance
¢« of food depends on the underftanding between his
¢ mafter and the officer appointed to fee that law
¢« executed,”-=It i1s yet to be withed, fuch an officer
exifted in the Englifh colonies.

P. 28, <« It is enough to make the graveft Cynic
¢ fmile to hear of refpeét for marriage among French
¢ {laves, while the breach of its moft folemn vows
¢ is authorized by cuftom among their mafters and
“ miftreffes.” The marriages of {laves are left to be
regulated by the priefts’ and canons of the church,

and they have not yet exprefly countenanced fafhion. -

The reader, before he gets through the work, will
prebably be enabled to account for the contempt in
which this writer holds marriage.

P. 29. Note. ¢ -Slaves of fmall proprietors re.

“ fiding on their eftates, are, from their inability, =~
“-worft provided for; they perfonally feeling, and be- -

‘¢ ing confequently tempted to avoid the Jeaft addi- -
« tional * <
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« tional expence.”~If he has ever been in the colony,
where he fays he has dwelt, he muft know that two-
thirds of the refident planters anf{wer this defcription,
Nor iz the proportion much lefs 1n any other colony.
And is not fuch a proportion an object of law? and is
not the author vindicated for his endeavours to check
fuch pinching pratices, though only among them?
«« Managers have no inducement to curtail the flave’s
¢¢ allowance.”~Repeated from St Kit#'s Genilemen.

P. g31. <« Truth obliges me” (very unwillingly)
<« to confefs that Mr. R’s, charges againft governors,
© &c, heavy as they appear to be, are founded on
<« well known facts.”——And is it poflible, that he who
voluntarily pleads the caufe of the planter, and vin-
dicates the colonies claim to the notice of the mother
country fhould be, as they fay, looking up to the
great men, whom he cenfures, for a reward, for
abufing planters, and injuring the colonies, p. 32 to
- 36, cenfures the author for faying that Eaglith plant~
crs do wrong for living in England fo expenfively, as
obliges their flaves to be over worked and pinched to
keep up remittances?—Many ufeful and laudable pur-
pofes may bring a planter and his family to England.
He meddles not wich them, but with fuch only as
bring ill treatment on the flaves. Refpefting thefe,
he will not reczll his rebuke, however irkfome the
perfons may feel themfelves under it,

P. 36. < If 1 miftake not, {laves are attached 'to
¢ the foil i the very ifland, where the author was fa
<¢ Jong refident.”—He is miftaken.—This writer never
could have been, though he fays fo, an inhabitant of
the neareft ifland to it.

P. 37. < The author is filent concerning the pro«
¢ mifcuous commerce between the French and their
« flaves.”—I]t came not in his way. “ An Enghth
<« mulattoe is feldom or ever found in the field, or
« other common hard labour.” — The females are
employed in the houfe, or kept for other purpofes;
the men are brought up to trades.

F 3 P- 38!
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P. 38, ¢ The fault, it feems, is not in the colonial
¢t laws, but 1n the governors, who adminifter them.”
—The author fpeaks of colonial police, which the
writer uncandidly extends to the treatrment of flaves.

P. 43. ¢ Such is the pi¢ture of French humanity,
¢¢ held up by their own writers, which the author fets
¢« up as a pattern to Englith planters.””—The author
pleads as little for cruelty among French as Englith
planters. To excite emulation, he mentions the
treatment, which French flaves can legally claim;
and which he believes they in general receive in the
Charib iflands. This Curfory Reinarker is, perhaps, the
firft frranger, who, on going from an Englith to a
French Charib ifland, if indeed he ever was in either,
has not been fenfibly ftruck with the {uperior advant-
ages of the French flaves, better clothed, better fed,
and more civilized. It is a poor caufe that cannot be
defended, except by detraétion.

P. 47. Note. < 1 have, fortunately, never been
¢« witnefs to any fcenes of feverity of punifhment in-
¢ flicted by the planters on their delinquent flaves.”—
Another plain proof that the writer never was in the
Welt Indies. |

P. 50. ¢ If 1 chofe to truft to my recolleétion, 1
“ could inftance many ats made purpofely for protect-
¢ ing the perfons of flaves, and fecuring to them the
¢« pofleffion of their little property.”—The colony laws
are all ealy to be come at. Let him produce them pro-
perly quoted; he will do more for vindicating planters,
than by ringing changes on the virulence and preju-
dices of the author through 300 pages.

P. 51. ¢ Wanton premeditated murder has feldom
* been pafled over without ftri¢t inveftigation.”—
Murder of no kind is ftrictly inquired into.

P. 51. «:The crueltes praétifed by flaves on each
f other, which the author feems to infinuvate, are ge-
*¢ perally perpetrated under the fan&ion of their re-
« {peltive owners, are, it is well known, conitantly
¢ and rigoroufly punithed.” —Never when the offender
belongs to a man, whofe influence or intrigue can de-

i
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feat the attempts of the other’s mafter to bring him to
punifhment. The author recolleéts an inftance, where
the mafter of a wanton murderer openly exulted on his
having fent the culprit off the ifland. -

P. 53. ¢ For what pm;pofe negroes fhould be
¢ collected in the field by fourin the morning, the
¢ author alone can tell.”—He fays, the bell rings at
that hour ro call them up.

P. 54. ¢ The flaves have little more to do in fea-
¢« {onable weather, and when employed in weeding,
¢ than to colle¢t the grafs into bundles, which they
¢ have hoed off the land: in the drieft parts of the
¢ ifland, this is the cafe near half the year; and in
¢« the mountainous parts of St. Chriftopher, the grafs
which grows among canes is in fuch plenty as to be-
come a nuifance:”—Another proof of this writer’s fe-
cond hand information. If he be honeft, it is impof-
fible to fuppofe he could ever have been in St. Chrifto-
pher. It muft be an ili cultivated plantation, where
- all the cane weeds would give a week’s grafs. Where
this picking of grafs is moft eafy, the diftance at which
it lies, and the time it takes up, makes it a fevere
hardfhip; but in St. Chriftopher, as it was generally
managed, A. 1781, it is an intolerable burden.

P. 55. < It is a negroe’s own fault, if he gets not
« more fleep in the year than falls to the fhare of an
«¢ officer in garrifon, or on board a fhip of war.” In the
laft cafe the author can {peak pofitively. There are
few cafes, where the officers are notar three or more
watches, which gives to each at moft only eight
hours watching out of the twenty-four hours, Some
managing commanders contrive to put their whole
fhip’s companies to threec watches. By the writer’s
own account flaves are about fifteen hours under the
lath, And will it not take up fome farther time to
pick upa few fticks for fuel, to prepare and eat their
food, care for their families, and artend their
children ?—But this alfo is fecond hand information.
It is well known that the negroe’s fupper time is from
ten to cleven o’clock at nighe.

¥a P. 56,
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P. 56. < Slaves are permitted during rain to retire

«« from the field to the neareft fhelter.”—How, in 2
fudden Weft Indian fhower, is it poflible to reach

{helter often a mile diffant? ¢ Nor is it uncommon -

¢ for temporary fheds to be erefted for that pur-
¢ pofe.”—More fecond hand information. Such fheds
are but in very particular circumftances abfolutely im-
practicable, A humane confiderate manager in St
Chriftopher got his employer to fend out a test,
which was pitched occafionally in the field; but ex-
cept in one inftance, ir was not imitated in the wholg
ifland. < It is almoft an unvaried cuftom to fupply
<< even whole gangs, when expofed to a wetting, with
¢ 3 dram, or an allowance of warm toddy.”—A few
plantations, in hoeing time, give grog, or fugar and
‘water, and a bifket for breakfaft; but in no other cafe

© . 3s it the cuffom of even a few. Let this alio be fet

- down to fecond hand information.

P. 5v. 65. < He feems to confefs that an Englifh
« negroe only wants induftry to make his life com-
¢ fortable.”—If any expreflions he has ufed can be
rortured into this meaning, he recalls them. ¢ They
¢ f{till have a fallow field divided among them, for a
< crop of yams, &c. in mgf of the eftates which have
¢¢ fallen under my obfervation.”—For moft, read Jfome.

P. 58. ** The fevereft thing the author, after all, can
¢ {ay, is, that flaves are in general far from being
< well, or plentifully fed.”—Candour will interpret
one part by another. Bur allow its proper meaning
to the word far, and the author is fatisfied.

P. 6o. < A negroe, for himfelf, his wife, and four
€< children, receives weekly thirty fix pints of flour,”’—
"This in England is four and a half gallons, or thirty
one pounds and a half. A barrel of American flour
weighs one hundred and ninety fix pounds. This
thould be a week’s allowance for thirty feven negroes,
Three barrels would ferve one hundred and twelve ne-
: ?‘rocs. Dare this writer, or any advocate for flavery

ay, that one half of this allowance is generally ufed ?
Set this therefore down to fecond hand information.
_ P. 63‘
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P. 63. < All a negroe {feems to want; is 2 warm
¢ covering for the night, with which they are gene-
< rally well fupplied, as well as with other clothing,
¢ which, except in point of decency, might be deem-
¢¢ ed ufelefs.”~—This, if not utter ignorance, is real
¢ffrontery. Englith flaves, taken generally, are nei-
ther fufficiently, nor decently, clothed. It 1s obferved
that negroe children, fuffered to go naked, are gene-
rally checked in their growth. ‘

P. 66. ¢ The mafter, in general, contributes either
““ in money, or materials, the greatet part of the ex-
¢ pence of building new houfes for his laves.”—For
in general, fubltitute fometimes; for greateft part, fay
Jomne fmall part.

P. 68. << I never knew lefs than 6s. offered, or taken
<« by afurgeon. His annual emoluments, on a gang

- ¢« of one hundred negroes, may be reckoned about

£50 or £6o.”—Here is impofition with a witnefs.
The reader mult be informed, that his 6s5. are cur-
rency, worth 3s. 44. and thar one hundred negroes
feldom produce to a furgeon, in St. Chriftopher,
annually, above [15 fterling, frequently not fo much.
For the fake of the writer’s honefty, place this there-
fore to fecond hand information. The only profitable
eftates for furgeons, in St. Chriftopher, are, where he
is employed by the job ameng {laves, over-worked and
ill fed.

P. 69. ¢ On all well regulated plantations, oatmeal,
¢ fago, pearl barley, and portable foups, are fupplied

- ¢ the fick.”—Then were there not two well regu-
“lated plantations within the author’s knowledge.

P.71. % Aslong as women educated in the iflands

¢ continued to be the wives of managers, no com-
~#¢ plaint was heard concerning the employing of mar-
¢ ried men,”—The creole women, in general, are
frugal, induftrious, and fober. But it is to be re-
. gnarked, that fome of the women, moft celebrated for

amanagement and oeconomy, have been thofe educated

in'England. The author pleads not generally for this

¢ducation, it has often been imprudently beftowed;
. but
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but it has not had the confequences with which this
writer charges it; nor is it the reafon of the partia-
lity which the author exclaims againft, as it is faid,,
¢ not very delicately.” Yet a cenfure of indelicicy
comes with a peculiar grace from one, who goes out
of his way to enlarge on the French planters commerce
with his flaves. It will indeed force a fmile from all
the nominal writer’s acquaintances,

Note, p. 72. * The accidental indifcretions of
« young creoles of either fex, are undoubtedly inti-
¢ tuled to a more than commeon fhare of indulgence.”—
No man is better qualified ro defcant on this {ubject,
than he who has the credit of this work; for perhaps
there never was a more melancholy inftance of the fa-
tal confequences of educating children far from a
parent’s anxious care, than one where this man aéted
the tempter’s part; an aét accompanied with fuch pe-
culiar circumftances of wanton bafenefs and dithonour,
as ought, though it might not make him amenable to
the law, to have fhut him out from every right of
neighbourhood, as effeCtually as was that inceftuous
murderer, whofe crime he touches (p. 109) with fo
foft a hand. The favour this man met with in his - °
community, after this condu&, and the friends he
boafts of, are the ftrongeft proofs how lightly the
bafeft profligacy is there efteemed. It was this, and
fuch circumftances, which forced from the author the
obfervation concerning the prevailing indifference for
decency and virtue.

P. 73, 74. 124. ¢ The author fays, a labourer at
« prefent cofts the owner but 26s. annually.”—The
Eflay fays, in too many plantations; but in others, that
his allowance confiderably exceeded this. The 26s. =
takes place among thofe finall proprietors mentioned |
by the writer, note, p. 29. :
~ P.78. «1I have feldom feen 2 woman, vifibly ad-
« vanced in her pregnancy, employed in work the'
« leaft laborious, or even turned out with ¢ither of.
“ the regular gangs.”-=The reader will by this ﬁngc

&
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be prepared to believe him, by concluding, that he

never was in the Weft-Indies to fee 1t.

P, #8. 81. <« In moft confiderable plantarions, an
¢« apartment of the hofpital is allotted for lying-in
“ women, and two {uits of baby clothes are provided
<« for each infant.”—The author knows no fuch plan-
tations, nor ever heard of fuch a regular provifion for’
the infant. It muft therefore, as far as it is called a
cuftom, have come to the writer only at fecond
hand. _ ’

P. 79. ¢ A lying-in woman is always aliowed a
¢« month, or more, if neceffary.”—Not always, anno
1781, < There 1s always fhelter at hand in the field
« for her child.”—Generally fuch only as the new
made furrow can afford,

P. 81. « 1 have fully refuted this ill-grounded af-
< {ertion, that there is no law to reftrain a mafter's
« cruelty.”—Only by an #/l-grounded afferticon ; for fure-

-ly, if the law exifts, it may be quoted.

P. 82, 83. In quoting the author’s acknowledgment
. of the happy ftate of particular flaves, his exception
of grafs-picking fhould have been admitted, with
- which no hardlmip in a free country can be com-
pared. An impartial reader will eafily reconcile this
acknowledgment with the utmoft poffible barbarity, by
referring them to different objects, and the want of
laws to enforce in all proper treatment. Sce Obfer-
vation on p. 18.

P. 83. < He exhibits the moft odious contemptible
« portrait of an unforrunate individual, and delights
* in piGures which excite difguft and horror.”—
~Is not he a tolerably horrid painter, who exprefies, by
fuch daubing, the crime of not feeding flaves pro-
perly ! Can there be great impropriety of expreflion,
* where it is found neceflary to make fo much of fuch
a itory?

‘P. 84. © Many gentlemen are as juftly entitled to -
¢¢ the author’s partiality, as the folirary friend he has
<« feletted:"—Many of the author’s friends are worthy
humane men; but a good man will not always make

a good
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2 good picture—~The truth is, he had occafion cmly
for one example,

P. 85 to g2. Is taken up with an elaborate de-
feription ef the worfe than wretched fituation of Eng-
lith peafants, who wear fhoes fortified with iron, and
are not {uffered to labour on Sundays; and if he de.
fcribes it fairly, it would be a good Chriftian alt in
him to prepare a bill to be pufhed through with all
the Welt Indian intereft in parliament, to reduce them
all to the happy ftate of Weft Indian flavery. He
fays « Though this difgufting and reproachful truth

¢ of their miferable ftate, under tyrannical overfeers,
“« and unfecling church-wardens, who, like petty
<< monarchs, excrciﬁ: an vamerciful fway over them,
¢ may remain forgotten, or pafs unheeded, amidft the
¢ career of trifling and expenfive purfuits, or licenti-
¢ ous gratifications, too generally adopted by the
<« Jordly owners of that foil, which is rendered pro-
¢« duétive, only by the ceafelefs drudgery of thefe
¢« devoted fons and daughters of wretchednefs, yct it
«“ is not to be denied, “that thefe things are {o.”

"The author dares this hxrclmg to thew a warmer paf.-

fage in the Effay, than the wholc of this declamation

and there every poflible allowance is made for confide-
rate planters, that the cenfure may be refirited ta
thofe only, who deferve it. But here, Engiith land-
lords, and parifh officers, are indifcriminately con-
demned in the harfheft language, as if there exifted
not a humane perfon among them. His chaftifement
for this unprovoked, undiftinguithing virulence, the
author leaves to others, and {fhall only add, that in
the neighbourhood where he is happily ﬁtuated opu-
lent families ieem to contend, who fhall contribute
moft to make the fitvation of their poor neighbours
comfortable, If any cafual negle&t be difcovered, the

‘magiftrates always decide in favour of humanity, But .

who 1is there in the Weft Indies to come between a

ftarved opprefled flave, and bis mafter ? Has the pea-
fant no fuperior advantage, in a law that cares equal- -

1)! -



o A

( 93 )

iy for high and low, defends him from oppreflion, and
provides for his mainrenance.

P. 92 to gg, Contains a defcription of the happy
ftate of negroes, which in many particulars has no-
original, and in others, on the largeft poflible fcale,

‘agrees not with one among ten flaves in the Britifh

colonies. Set it down therefore for fecond hand in-
formation, or rather a fcandalous attempt to impofe
on the publick; but the author is tired in repeating

- his conrradi&ions to the fhamelefs falfhoods,

P. 101. Thefe attempts to hire fmall gangs to work
on Sundays were no {fooner made, than difcounte-
nanced both publickly (by prefentments of the grand
jury) and privately, by interdittions to the flaves fo
hired. This grand jury prefentment is alfo in the St
Chriftopher libel. Yet if the author, who was the
chief mover in the bufinefs, can truft his memory, not
one ftep was taken to bring it before the grand jury.
Whence then had this writer his information; for in
his appendix he fays, he faw not that Weit Indian
work, till his own was fent to the prefs? Did the
father of lies fupply both works with the forged fad,
for the defence of his caufe of ignorance and oppref-
fion?

P. 10g9. ¢ Charity obliges me to prefume, that he
¢ was not acquainted with the iffue of the profecution
« for inceft and murder.,”—How fhould he, when it
appears that his book was publifhed before it was de-
termined ! The author has no defire to bring unne-
ceffarily particular objes into view ; yet it were tobe
withed that fcandalous behaviour had fome more

- checks in the colonies, than of lare years it has met

with. This nominal writer would then not have
dared to fuffer himfelf to be expofed in print.

P. 112. ** The fugar bakers paying from [f24 to
¢« f30 per calk, is one of the author’s bold affer-
 tions.”—A cafk weighs twelve hundred at the king's
beam. The price fince the peace has been from 405,
and upwards, to §2s. per hundred. A child may de~
cide. . What a plaater clears is a different queftion;

and
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and varies according to the degree of his credit with
his agent. Set this therefore down to fecond hand

information.

P. 122, « The experience of the Jamaica marons, .

¢ and St, Vincent’s free charibs, as far as it goes,
« completely overthrows all the author’s arbitrary in-
¢ ferences, and fine fpun arguments, concerning the
« effefts of improving the condition of flaves.”—
So it would, if it were neceffary in freeing them to
reduce them back to their favage ftate, or not to ex-
tend liberty in proportion only to their civilization.
This is taken from the St. Chriftopher work.

P. 123. The comparifon here between the labour of
freemen and {laves, ke leaves to be adjufted with the
gentlemen authors of St. Chriftopher. See Obfer-
vation on p. §9. 79. of their work. See Conceffions,
P- 59- 79 ) o

P. 124. ¢ St. Chriftopher, the moft fourifhing and
« opulent colony, contains the feweft free inhabi-
‘¢ tants.”—Were he there this prefent Augutt, 1795,
he would find it neither fourifhing or opulent. The
Eroperty of that ifland is nominally in fewer than one

undred and twenty hands; and according to the or-
dinary calculation, is equal to four millions fterling.
It is bard if fuch a ftock cannot give a femblance of
opulence to fo fmall a number.

P. 125, © What would become of planters, if they
<« adopted the author’s plan of building chapels, ban-~
¢« queting houfes, paying chaplains, mafters of the
““ revels, and hiring free labourers.”—See alfo p. 140.
The author might anfwer, be refident on their pro-
perty, at leaft, while they themfelves are flaves to
their merchant. But his plan of building means little
befides ifland timber and ftraw; his mafter of the
- revels is only a fenfible flave ; his chaplain might fave
more than his falary, and his whole propofal had only
in view a very capital plantation. -
"~ P. 126, “ The author knows there is a diftin¢tion

¢ between Sunday and the other days of the week,”— '

L
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Yes, on Sunday the flave labours for food, that noth -
ing -

]
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ing may interrupt his work on the ordinary days for
his matlter.

P, 126. * It borders on prefumption to inlinuate,
¢ that fome late awful vifirations of Providence have
<« been judgments, for the occafional breach of a par-
t¢ ticular ordinance, by 2 few needy individuals.”—
All the moft notorious fabbath-breakers, except two,
were fome of the higheft and moft opulent in the
community, The writer fhould give other reafous
why a minifter may not alarm an offending people.
Tt is already two fathionable to difallow of God’s in-
terpofition in his own creation; but furely his minif-
ters fhould not favour the doétrine,

P. 126, ¢ To exult in the cruel fuggeftion, that he
« who firft began to encroach -on the fabbath, durit
« pot fhew his head on any other day, is little confift-
¢t ent with the meeknefs of a Chriftian divipe.”~—
There i1s a furprifing fympathy between this writer,
and one of the moft worthlefs profligates, that ever did
injury or difcredit to a community, who ruined or
diftreffed every man and family that trufted him; who
abandoned his wife and children to beggary, and who
was {o notorioufly profane, as to fend a written mef-
fage to the minifter of his parifh, to pray for rain on
his canes planied on Sunday. Yet who could be maore
fic than fuch an one, to be held up ir terrorem, to a

“fecure thoughtlefs people? But this man, being much

more deteltable than he is reprefented here, had a
numerous band of friends, that made no fmall ftir to
fet afide the laws of his country to favour him. In
fuch credit was his fcandalous behaviour there, where,
according to this writer, law and decency are in high
repute.

P. 129, ‘¢ The author attempts not to prove, that
¢ French f{laves are one jot nearer his propofed ad-
¢ vancement than our own,”-—Surely they have 12
legal claim to food, raiment, and good ufage, for all
which, Englith flaves muft depend on the will of their
mafter. They are alfo all inftruted in religion; for
which neither law nor cuftom has made any provifion

in
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in our colonies. 'Will he fay that thefe circumftances
make no difference ¢ ‘ -

P. 130. ¢ The author found the negroes ill adapred
< for inftrution.”—Nothing fhews the rottennefs of
their caufe more, than the care this writer, and the
others take, to fupprefs all notice of the author’s con-
clufion refpecting his own flaves,

P. 129. “ The author’s manner of mentioning
« Mr. Robertfon, a clergyman of moft refpeftable
“ memory, 1s rather fupercilious, not to call it in-

~¢¢ decent.”—How much muft thefe men be at a ftand

to find charges, when they are at leifure to make
fuch profound obfervations? This ¢ moft refpectable
< memory,” like feveral other charaéters in both an-
fwers, has improved by keeping,

P. 135. * Though he himfelf {crupled to inflict
¢¢ fevere punifhment, he left the wnferrunate victims
¢« of his difpleafure to be moft cruelly treated by
« other people.”—Unfortunate is a foft expreflion for
a fet of ungrateful thieves. But when the author fent
them away, they could fall into the hands only of
- fome of this writer’s amiable friends, and according
to him, be ftill in a happier ftate than any Englith
peafant,

P. 135. “ In having one of his negroes taught a
“ trade, he fubjeted him to the unmerciful difcipline
« of a negroe or mulartoe tafk-mafter, of all tyrants
‘« the moft unfecling and defpotick.”—~The author
took care that this circumftance fhould not, and it
did not affet him. But what a confeflion is this in
the writer, of the wretched fituation of all young
flaves that are trained up to the feveral trades depend-
ing on plantations. It is alfo neceffary to inform the
Englifh reader, that every plantation flave is fubject-
ed to fuch tyrants, who indeed, in general, ufe un-
mercifully their delegated power. Let then much of
the boafted happinefs of flaves be deduéted on this
account, . | -

P. 136. * [ make no comment on the author’s ac<

* count of his two flaves, who could ftand to be cut
. (44 ln
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¢ in pieces.”’-~They who are afually punithed in this
manner, retain indelible marks of it. The chief of
thefe two is now in England, in the author’s family,
and may be viewed. If the author may be allowed
to explain himfelf, he concluded, by their manner of
receiving their punifbment, their refolution, and dif-
appointed their triumph. But he leaves thefe three
articles to the candour of the reader, to judge what
fenriment influenced the ftrictures.

P. 137. © The author’s acknowledgment of his
«« want of {uccefs, arifing from his want of &riétnefs,
< i5 a fingular conclufion, after his account of the
< fuccefs of the Moravians, who have no authority.”
See alfo p. 139.—This man ftops his obfervations on
the author’s fuccefs, juft where he thould have begun.
The author’s account fhould have been taken toge-
ther. The Moravians have the willing, weli-difpofed
flaves of a whole colony to work upon; and by their
fixing themfelves in towns, their firft difciples are ge~
nerally either free people, or fenfible domefticks.
"The author’s flaves, two excepted, were Africans, ly-
ing under almoft infuperable difadvantages, refpelting
language and inftructions; fee advertifement to his
Inquiry inte the African Trade. In St, Chriftopher,
the Moravians as yet have only received fuch as vo-
luntarily ateend their meetings at their own hours;
and the little progrefs they had made four years ago,
was confined to the town negroes. Indeed, they have
hardly in one inftance made any remarkable progrefs,
in fuch a peried of time as the author’s iil ‘E:ICCEfS is
confined to. How far planters will favour them, is
yet to be {een; though 1t is o be hoped, their oppo-
fition to the author’s Effay will have fome effect.

P. 145. ¢ Fach counuy living is worth about [300
«¢ {terling per annum.”—The author’s {alary exceeded
confiderably that of any other clergyman in the ifland,.
owing to a captious veltryman’s refufing to agree to
pay him the vfual compofition price of fugars, and to
an enemy’s contrivance to {pite him, by obligi
him to take fugars inftead of money, at a perio

G when
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when fugars unexpeétedly rofe in value. Now, in-
cluding the value of both his parfonages and glebes,
his furplice fees and falaries, both his parithes taken
together did not produce more, at 3 medium of
nineteen years, than /470 per annum. There was
befides thefe articles, in one of his parifhes, an an-
nuity worth about £y 3 fterling. The Welch curate,
for whom the lure is thrown out, may be affured this
calculation is founded on fact, and that he muft learn
arts of oeconomy, which the author never acquired,
to be able to live in a family way within it,

P. 146, « There are {fome hints in the feétion, con-
« cerning privileges granted, and police extended to
“ flaves, highly deferving the {erious conlideration
¢« of the colonian legiflative bodies, and well intitled to
¢ the attention of the individual proprictors of Weft
¢ Indian pofleflions.” See aifo Sr. Kitt’s libel.~-Then
the author and this writer at laft agreed., - Yet how
can this part of the Effay be deemed worthy of atten-
tion, if all the oppreflive pinching treatment of flaves
- be pofitively denied; and the fofteft manner in which
the author could exprefs it, branded with every harth
abufive epithet the angry writer couid pick vp? In-
deed, what neceflity for any alteration, if they be al-
ready more happy than the peafantry in England.

P. 148. * The rancorous acrimony of my author’s
¢ language, and the opprobrious epithets he fo lavith-
<t ly deals in, would Eave fully juftified me, had I
< even made ufe of a much greater afperity of retors.”
Had he done this, he muit have applied to Wedgwood
for inftructions, how to give his retort a greater degree
of heat, The author’s acrimony is to be feen only
in his, and his fellow’s mifreprefentation, It is indeed
pafling imé);dcm, after exhaufting the - - - Didtio-
nary, like Solomon’s adulterefs, *“ he wipeth his mouth,
¢ and faith, I have done no wickednefs.”—Has he-
committed no evil in hardening, by his words with-*
out knowledge, inconfiderate mafters in their negle@:
and oppreflion of their flaves! Do not his remarks

aim
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zim at perfuading them to fit down contented with
their prefent condu&, though he be forced to confefs
that more ought to be dene?

APPENDTIZX,

P. 167, « 1 have made free with thefe extradls, to
¢¢ {ubftantiate a conjecture or two I have taken the li-
«¢ berty to hazard.”’—The reader by this time is con-
vinced, that the extracts produced the conjectures.
But, if they be impudent forgeries, what will become
of his fagacity ?

P. 167. “ The anecdotes carry every internal evi-
¢¢ dence of being true.”—They want one main attri-
bute of truth, that of being confiftent and charaéer-
iftick, Dare they fay they are agreeable to the cha-
rafter the author held, before his book appeared?
There is indeed no criterion of truth, if the ftrong
aflertions of men writing for drink, or to curry favour,
are to ftand for proofs. In anfwer to the charge of his
practifing phyfic, he may add, that thefe men of deli-

~ cacy may find in England a doftor of divinity with

confiderable church preferment, preferibing for money,
in circumftances very different from thofe of the author,

Mr. Gregory, in his Effays; {peaking of this writer,
fuppofes him to take his examples from the humane;

+“-and that the author took his from the c¢ruel mafter,

Judging from his own candour, the fuppofition was
natural, but he knows nat the licentioufnefs of anony-
mous combatants, There is fcarcely a fingle inftance
wherein the Curfory Remarks differ from the author’s
Effay, that a candid obferver will find them to be true
in fa&. Things are reprefented, not as they are, bur
as they fhould be, and asitis wilhed the people here
fhould believe them to be. The reader may be affured
the Effay difcovers only juft as much as may intereft
the feelings of humanity; the horrors, the miferies
endured by the flaves of a thoufand unfeeling tyrants,
are left undefcribed, - Indeed, he might appeal to every
indifferent ftranger who has vifited the fogar colonies,

G2 to
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to teftify the manyindelible marks, which almoft every
half- naked flave he met with exhibited of Weft Indian
difcipline exercifed on his back, fhoulders, and breaft,
with here and there an unlucky ftroke acrofs the face,
and over the eyes. '

--'The author takes this opportunity of calling again
on the publick ferioufly to inveftigate the prefent
current of the Britifh flave trade into the French colo-
nies ; for the purpofe of enriching that country, and
raifing up a rival navy. ‘The numbers fold to them in
the ifland of Dominica alone are incredible,

This anfwer has been obliged to have refpe(t to fo
many different objets, that the author, without more
- wafte of time than he could afford, has not been able
‘to arrange it in any tolerable order. The candid

reader will make the proper allowance,

The Author having received his Papers from Abroad,
1s able to lay before the Publick the following Let-
ter to Mr., Popham, Church Warden, in anfwer to
the Veftry Letter to him, with the {everal Expla-

-nations on their firft Publication, which was done
by Order of Veftry.

Explanation of the Veftry’s Letter to Mr. Ramfay.

0

I'T would have been proper in the gentlemen who ' i
have favoured the publick with the letter to Mr. R——,

to have publifhed the reafon for writing it; as they
have not, 1 will.

Mr. Gilliard, for reafons beft known to himfelf, has, |
for forne time: paft, determined that Mr. R—— has no
right or title, not only to civility and good manners, -
but even to common juftice, and that it is a merito-
rious act to diftrefs and opprefs him. In profecurtion
of fo generous a defign, he got the railing of his falary
deferred, and wanted to prevail on the veftry to reduce
it to oné-fourth part, when he could keep off the
raifing of it no longer; judging, I fuppofe, from his
own reluttance to publick worfhip, he thought 1ic§

wouid
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would be an effe€tual way of diftrefing Mr, Re=z, to
oblige him to give more frequent fervice in the church.
He therefore told him before all the parithioners, that
becaufe he, Mr. R——, was a difagreeable man to
him, he would make him do duty every day; but at the
fame time faid publickly, that no gentleman ought to
come and hear himj he would fend his negroes to hear

" him, who were the only fit company for him. In con-

fequence of his threats, and of his influence, the letter
alluded to was framed and figned by thefe four pious,

" devout, exemplary, careful, publick fpirited gentle-

judge.

‘men, whofe names are to it. How great a regard for

religion there lies at bortom, I leave to the publick to
J. Rl
Reafons for writing the Letter to Mr. Popham.

WHEN Mr. Gilliard was pleafed to give the letter
addrefifed to Mr. Popham to the publick, it would

‘have been right in him to have given along with'it

fome fuch explanation as the foliowing, of the author’s
reafon for writing it:

On Tuefday, April 17th, at a meeting of the parith-
oners and veftry in St. John’s panth, Mr. Gilliard ftand-
ing at the communion table, within the rails, for the
fpace of an hour and half continued to throw out
againft the minifter the moft foul, rude, abufive lan-
guage that 4 gentleman of his education® could utter;
threatening him that he thould have no falary, or,
if any, only a fourth part of his legal falary for the
paft year. And he would not fuffer the veftry to come
to any refolution about it that day. -

‘On Wednefday, April 25th, at another meeting of

‘the veftry he behaved in the fame manrer to the

minifter, and prevailed with the veftry to pur off

raifing his falary till another meeting, to be ordered at
fome chance future day atr Colonel Payne’s houfe.

¢ This was on board a privateer, as common feaman,

S
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This extrdotdinary behaviour of Mr. Gilliard, and
25 extraordinary complaifance in the veftry to him,
.occafioned the writing of the letter with which Mr,
Gilliard has obliged the publick. ]
* Rd

To THOMAS POPHAM, Efg

Dear Sir,

I Would with pleafure have refolved to attend the
veftry at their propofed mecting at Colonel Payne’s
houfe,* however irregular and illegal it may be deem-
ed; if, confiftently with the duty which I owe myfelf,
I could have refolved to appear in a company, where
not only the refpeé due to their minifter is {et wholly
afide, where his very name is omitted in the lift of the
veftry though prefent, but even that regard is wanting
ta him, which the prefence of the meaneft man de-
mands from even the greateft. 1 mean not by this ta
fix the cenfure of alive ill behaviour on any man in
the veflry befides Mr. Gilliard.¥ Nor, if they fhould

¢ Colonel Payoe was an invalid, and Mr. Gilliard wifhed to have

. bis countenance in his plot for diftreffing the author.
+ This man, notorious for being the moft illiterate and openly
profefied profligate in the colony, and infamous for ill treating and

i

i

abufing his flaves by flitting their ears, keeping them confined in _

chains and dungeons, pinching them to extremity, and every other
excefs, by which arbitrary malice could be exprefled, was chofen by
the afiemmbly chairman of a committee of a religion, the princi-
ples of which he was abfolutely ignorant of, and the praltice of
which he profanely mocked at. Lunckily it was fuppofed 1o inter-
fere with the authority of the governor, and therefore was fup-
refled. ‘The author had procured free {chools to be eftablifhed in
gis parithes. They were condatted with confiderable {fuccefls. But
this man, by the moft diabolical arts, contrived to fupprefs them -
both. His chief afliftant in the bufinefs of the veftry letter, was -

that notorious fabbath-breaker, who has found fach powerfal apo.i’
- logifts in the author’s adverfaries. The publick will judge whaty. -
“regard there was for religion in a bufinefs, where they were thed .

chicf agents, But they are fince fallen fo low, as tg raife in the”
author no other fentiment than commiferation,

be

‘{”




( 03 )

be pleafed to judge for themfelves, have I any objec.
tion to them as veftrymen in any thing that relates to
me. But if he be permitted to controul all the pro-
ceedings, and in order to fatisfy his own virulence of
temper and malice, be fuffered not only to defcend 10
the moft thameful vile abufe, in the moft facred of all
places, to a man in, and of a refpeftable charatter,
connedled with the perfons prefent not only by a {trong
moral but alfo a religious tie; if in oppofition to the
opinion of all the reft, he be fuffered to over-leap all
the bounds of juftice 2nd equity, and carries them
along with him by the rapidity of his violence, how is
the matter altered to me from whom the abufe and
injuftice may flow ?

But the veftry 1s required to join him in a foolilh
order contrived by fpleen, and brought into exzcution
by malice, foran increafe of parith duty; fuch an in-
creafe of duty 1 have been withing for thefe feven.
years paft, but never found it could take effe. - If
only one-feventh or one-cighth part of the parifhioners
can be brought to attend once a fortnight, how many

" ‘may we expect weekly, when the inducement of fuch
an interruption 1s taken away? [ am ready to begin

this increafe of duty willingly, whenever the parithion-

 ers defire i, and will promife to atrend. But Mr.

s {aying, I infift upen it our of ill will or even

A getting the veflry 1o fay fo, can have no influence
- with any minifter, who knows what belongs to his

own dignity; the veftry have no power over their
minifter, unlefs of complaining on a proper occafion
to the ordinary, who may tranfmit it to the king;
for ecclefiaftical law has no place in thefe colonies,
and binds neither minifter or people as fuch, nor
have we any judge to carry it into execution, even
were it otherwife binding. Al the concern a veftry,
as fuch, have with their minifter, 1s to affefs on the ine
habitants their proportion of his legal falary to which.
the law allows them to add, but forbids 1o leflen or
keep it back; and if the veftry allow themielves to
be influenced by that vialeat man, they will find, after

inveolving
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involving themfelves and the parith in confufion and-
expence, that it would have been much better had
they aéted according to their own good nature and good
fenfe.

But we will fuppofe the veftry to have a power,
from any motive be it ever fo filly, or ever {o bad,
of infithng upon fuch and fuch duty from the mini-,
fter ; the law that prefcribes his duty to the mini~
fter, prefcribes under fevere penalties, their recipro-
cal duty to the people, Will Mr. come once
a week to hear a man, who is company fit only for

. negroes ? Or if he comes not, will he pay willing-
- ly a large penalty? Will he partake of the commu-~
. nion at leaft three times a year? Will he ftriétly con-
form himfelf to the twenty cafes in which a bithop
* or commiflary’s court may meddle with his condudt,
for the reformation of his manncrs, and good of his
foul. Ecclefiaftical law has no terrors for me, be-
caufe I have no inclination to tran{grefs its bounds ;
I comply with a much ftri¢ter law than any human
ordinance, the law of my own confcience, But if I
know any thing of Mr. , his malice againt me
muft be exceeding ftrong, fhould it make him fub-
mit willingly to ecclefiaftical law, with a defign of;
diftrefling me; and he may be aflured, that whenever
that law takes place in refpedt of me through pique,
it fball take place in refpeé of him for example. 1
refufe no increafe of dury, that has a profpeét of being ™
“attended with any good effeft; nor is the foul of the
moft contemptible negroe, to whom I can be of fer-
vice, an object beneath my notice. Burt I fhould give a
vp the independence and importance of my office, if "
1 became the paflive tool of pique and malice againft 3
_myfelf, without any proper object in view, or fhadow
‘of reafon or law to oblige me. For the opinion of
~an Englith lawyer of more eminence than Holland,
‘scan have no weight, when it is founded upon an ig- =
~wnorance of our laws and cultoms. And as 1 under- 7§
. ftand a Jawyer is to be feed to put, 1 will not fay the %
- weltry, but Mr, ===, on proper methods to diftrels &
. me 8

s
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- me and my family, T would recommend to the veftry

‘tp confider, whezher the Jawyer, who is moft likely to

~ April 304 31770,

he employed, will have any remorfe, io involving the
parith in confufion, trouble, and expence, for the
bare chance of hurting a2 man, whom he hath long
viewed in the fame light which Haman did Mordecai.

"In fhort, I have a legal title to my falary, and the
veltry cannot curtail or ftop it on any account; much
lefs, becaufe Mr. is pleafed to form to himfelf
a prejudice againft a man, who has a right to his re~
fpect, efteem, and juftice, For this falary I am ob-
liged to do whar is direéted by the ifland adls, and
what is cuftomary for minifters in my fituation to
do; and I am ready to do more than I do, and every
thing within my power, whenever more than I ar
prefent do, will anfwer a goed end. And I conclude,
that the veftry have no power 1o give me any extra-
ordinary orders; and that if they had, Mr, —— ma-
lice is a bad reafon to give for the prefent exercife of ,
thar power; and shat in any cafe there is no occalion
to give orders to a mas, who has been always ready
and willing to do more than has been required of
him. I recommend therefore to the veltry, not 1o
make themfelves the inftruments of Mr. —— ill.
founded malice : but to attend to the condu& which
they owe to their own charalters as free men, the
duty which they owe to their conftituents, the juftice,

and 1 will add, the love, the reipect, and deference
which they owe ro me. Nor have I any doubt of the -
juttice of their refolutions, if they derermine to give-
“way no longer to his violence. Whatever may be
refolved upon, I am fure you will adt the candid gene-

rous part. And with this confidence 1 {ubfcribe mys .
{elf, with great clteem, |

Dear &ir,

Your very affc@ionate humble fervant,

J. R

H
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The following Letter is fo much to the Purpofe, that
the Author rejoices in that providential Circumftance,
- which enables him to give it to Publick.

Extra& from a Letter of Mr, P. P, to Mr. F. dated
8. Croix, May the 1g9th, 1583.

AS religion is wifely, frecly tolerated here, the in-
- habitants are of various perfuafions. We have an
handfome Danifth or eftablifhed church, a Dutch,
Englifh, and Roman Catholick Churches, and a Pref-
byterian and Moravian meetings: the latter deligned
for the affemblage of the mulatto and negro free peo-
ple and flaves, of which they make a number that
exceeds 3000. The inftruftion and converfion of thefe
people has been a moft laborious and arduous work
on the brethren fent hither, from time to time, as
miffionaries; and is obvioufly a moft laudable and
pious defign, worthy the imitation of all other Chrif-
tian focteties, But thefe people have had the labour-
ing oar, and now f{tand alone in this god-like under-
taking, endeavouring withal, through abundant diffi-
culties, and the lofs of many lives, to extend the
knowledge of the gofpel to all parts of the world.

- They firft came to this ifland and the neighbouring
ifland of St. Thomas, about the year 1734, and opened
~their miffion; but the colony being, at that time,
- very unhealthy, they loft many teachers; but replaced
them, and perfevered: the progrefs at firft was very
flow and difcovraging, but meeting now and then with
fome well informed ferious charafters amongft the
planters, they were affifted with pecuniary donations,

and with a cordial approbation of their defign. A
meeting was at laft built, and the undertaking prof-
pered to their with; their meeting near this town
(for they have another nowin the ifland) is large
enough to contain 1500 perfons; it is built on a {pot
of .ground of about four or five acres, and joins to 2
good dwelling-houfe, the habitation of two of the
| ) brother-
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brotherhood and their wives, who fuperintend and in~ "
ftruét; and the former are the minifters of this nume-
rous congregation: the men having charge of their
male difciples, and the women of the female. They
have alfo great affiftance from many of their follow-
ers, who have been found tractable and intelligent in
the work of religious inftruétion, of which they have
feveral claffes, tainform and difcipline the reft, other-
wife they could never keep them orderly. - My worthy
landlady and myfelf have been 1o feveral of their
evening meetings, (three times a week) and I affure
you, it is truly pleafing to fee from 500 t0 1000 of
thefe people, men and women, (many of the poor
wretches half naked) who have travelled four or five
miles, after the labour and toil of the day, come to.
this religious meeting, with great decorum and order,
and with great feeming penitence met together in
religious worfhip, joining in an hymn to the Almighty,

* that would give an awe and reverence to an hardened

infidel. Their fervice is delivered in a kind of Dutch,

‘much known here among the negroes, fo that neither
‘my companion nor felf underftood their difcourfe.

But in a private converfation with the teachers, I find
their inftruétions to flaves is obedience to their
mafters and miftrefles as part of their duty to God:
and itis certain, through the experience of many years,
that the flaves under this religious tie, are found to
be more obedient, honeft, {ober, and induftrious; and
of courfe, more orderly and better fervants than the
negroes, who are not aliowed to receive religious in-
ftru&ions, which is contrary to the general opinion of
the planters in the Englifh iflands, whofe objettion
has been, that their flaves attending upon religious
meetings, would fill their heads with ideas of liberty,
and be apt to draw them from their allegiance and

‘obedience to their mafters, as well as divert their
‘minds from their duty and labour. But it is evident
~from this inftance, that nothing is more erroneous-y

and I wifh they would be convinced of their error,

. FINTIS




Drawn up by the fame Autbor, €3 ready for the Prefi,
A MANUAL for AFRICAN SLAVES:

Containing a Short Catechifm, Private Devoticus,
and Forms for Field and Sundays Prayers for the whole
gang, with pious ftanzas to be fung at work, or going
to, or coming from it, and on Sundays, :

Publifoed by the fame Autbor,

An Effay on the Duty and Qualifications of a Sea
Officer. Sold by G. RosinsoN, Paternofter-Row.

Sermons for the Ufe of His Majefty’s Navy. Sold by
Mefirs. RivincTon’s, St, Paul’s Church-Yard.

An Effay on the Treatment and Converfion of African

Slaves.
An Inquiry into the African Trade. Thefe two Sold

by JamEs PaiLrips, George-Yard, Lombard.Street,

Where may be alfo bad,

A Defcription of Guinea, its Situation, Produce,
and the general Difpofition of its Inhabitants ; withan
Inquiry into the Rife and Progrefs of the Slave Trade,
&c. By Anthony Benezet, bound zs. 6d.

A Caution to Great Britain and her Colonies, in a
thort Reprefentation of the calamitous State of the en-
flaved Negroes in the Britith Dominions. By Antbony
Benezet, 6d.

Thoughts on the Slavery of the Negroes, 4d.

A Serious Addrefs to the Rulers of America, on the

Inconfiftency of their Condut r lfc&mg Slavery :
Forming a Contraft between the Kncroachments of

England on American Liberty, and American Injof-

tice in tolerating Slavery, 3d. _
Cafe of the oppreﬁ'cd Africans, 2d. }

N.B. Mr. Scorr’s Sermon referred to, is Sold 'b)l.
G BURNET, NQ. 1843 Suaﬂdt
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Since this Anfwer was printed off, a very extraordinary
Criticifim on one of the Pamphlets, to which this 18
a Reply, has appeared in the Monthly Review.
This has obliged the Author to fend the Gentlemen,
who conduét that Publication, the following Letter,
which hie hopes will finila whatever is neceffary on
the Subyec&.

To Mefits. the Authors of the Monthly Review,
GENTLEMEN, o

I was in hopes to have had my anfwer in print,
before you would have thouglit it proper to take
notice of the very impudent libels o which it is a
reply. Iam forry, becavfe it might have prevented
a glanng inconfiftency, which appears in your lalt
Review. Is it poffible you fhould, from any feeming
affe@ation of candour 1t exhibits, fee occafion to re-
commend to the publick attention, a work which
dares to tnifle with religion, and, by a general apolo-
gy for Weft Indian profligacy, to vindicate, in the
face of his country, the writer’'s bafe condu®, in a
cafe, where every {entiment of honour called on him
not to feduce, but to prote& inexperienced (I had

 almoft faid) isfantine innocence, trafted to his care

far from a parent’s anxious eye? Surely, the marks
of this unprincipled profligacy, fpread over his werk,
need not Ithuriel’s fpear to make the fiend flart up in
a4l his proper vilenefs. You may remember, in your
criticim on my Effay, you were pleafed 1o cenfure
its want of warmth: the truth s, the mildeft manner
4n which 2 mgn writing from fa& could expres him-

felf,
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{elf, was fufficient to draw the publick attention to a
fubje& that interefted every human feeling, Butin
the Review now before me, by charging me with grofs
mifreprefentation, virulent inveftives, and an illiberal,
unchriftian-like ftile of writing, that criticifm is po-
fitively contradi&ted. How far your affumed ftation
in literature intitles you to give the authority of your
names to a libellous charge of cruelty brought againit
a man, (who gives his name to the publick) by an
anonymous libeller, quoted from an anonymous libel ?
or how far you have a right even to tranfcribe it, when
fuch tranfcription may produce effefts which you can
never undo, I fhall not trouble mylfelf with difcufling ?
I reft happy 1n the confcioulnefs, that thofe Weft In-
dians who have known me longeft, and know me beft,
know me for the very oppofite quality. But when this
charge is very unneceffarily brought by you, to deaden
the fympathy of the publick, in a cafe where every
thing valuable in humanity is agitated, I am concern-
ed for your felf-reproaching refleftions; I feel for my
unhappy clients, thus fhut out from pity, thus pre-
- cluded from every claim to commiferation. When I
fuffered myfelf to be prevailed on to give my thoughts
to the publick, I threw my own repuration into the
bargain. I knew my antagonifts well enough to expect
only the bafeft, and maft unmanly treatment in return.
I have not been difappointed, and it feems, by fome
“maeans or other, they have been able to lift you on
their fide. You fay you are induced to believe, that
any antagonift’s reprefentation of the happy ftate of
flaves, is near the truth, If this be true, then ], and
every man of obfervation and feeling, who has ever
{een the Weft Indies, continue under an invincible
illufion. But his ftate of flavery is no more the ftate .
“of flaves in the fugar colonies, than it is of the caur-
. tiers about St, james’s.
. You fay this libeller is epgaged in the caufe of
-truth, which is ftill greater than that of liberty., Are
truth and liberty then at variance ? or, in philofophical -

language, y
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language, may not the one be confidered as a part or
branch of the other? And have we not the higheft
authority for faying, * Ye fhall know the truth, and
« the truth fhall make you free.” Does this man,
indeed, confider truth but as it affeéts iiberty? The
injury you have affifted in fixing on my chara&er, I
fet wholly afide, farisfied with exprefling here my fen-
fibility of the wrong. I have neither on the one fide
that magnitude of parts that will command, nor on

the other, that wriggling fycophancy of manners |

that will infinuate me into, publick notice. 1 muft
be content with the approbation of the fenfible wor-
thy few with whom I am conne@ed. While they
give their teftimony to the fairnefs of my character,
and the integrity of my views, I fhall be little moved
with what ftrangers may be made to think of me.
But I claim for my clients, the injured African flaves,
your beft endeavours to reftore them to that fhare of
the publick atteation and commiferation, of which
unwittingly (I hope) you have contributed to deprive
them. For this purpofe I fend you a copy of the ori-
ginal, whence the libel you have already examined,
was taken, with my anfwer, that you may have both
before you. 1 troft you will pay that attention to
them, which the, importance and prefent circumftan-
ces of the {fubjeét claim, rather than what any defett
in my manner of treating them deferve,

Jﬁ ‘Ri

If more proof be neceflary with the publick, that
matters have not been exaggerated, the followin

-letter juft received by the author, from the gentle-,

man whofe benevolent plan is given in the beginning
of this publication, will have weight. It comes in-
deed moft providentially to enable him to combat as

vile a confpiracy as ever was formed againft charater
and truth,

Ta

e
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‘September 1785,
To the Reverend J.-R.
Dear Sir,

- T have received your very pleafing letter of July
goth. You may reft affored that nothing on this fide
 of the grave can give me more fatisfaction, than by
every means in my power promoting the accomplifh-
ment of your humane and benevolent plan, in order
to make eafier and better the condition, and gradually
make free, the poor abufed and unfortunate negroes
that are in our power,

With us, the almoft total neglet of religion, pride,

extravagance, luxury, and infidelity, will all combine
to oppofe and repder abortive every plan offered for
‘accomplifhing this defirable purpofe. From fome, or
all of thefe accurfed fources, have arifen, and will
arife, every oppolition you have met with, or may in
future experience, in this moft noble purfuir.
- Your plan is for the good of a large part of man-
kind, very bafely held in chains, contrary to the laws
of God and man. You want to reftore them to the
privileges that are their juft right, and this without
prejudice to their mafters, or lofs of property. The
champions, that oppofe this very reafonable plan, will
have reafon to lament for fuch condut, (men may
live fools, but fools they cannot die.)

I hope Providence will fupport you, and that you
will have the pleafure to fee your humane defigns fuc-
ceed o your wifth, and the reproach, that now lies on
Great Britain, removed.

A natien, that fo much boafts of liberty and free-
dom, %holds thoufands in chains of darknefs, We
fhould reflet upon the darknefs and ignorance that
covered all the European nations before the reforma-
tion, moft part of Evrope being actually then more
ignorant than the Africans, We fhould be thankful

: that

B



that the clouds over us were femoved, and pur gra--
titude thould be fhewn towards our fellowscrestures,
‘who are under the like circumftances. . )

The people that oppofe you, and are fo ean as -
to defcend to abufe or vilify your private charafter, -
will difcover their malice and badnefs of heart, and
thereby convince every reafonable man, that their op-
pofition arifes from bafe principles.

Such men are ftigmatized in antient hiftory, facred
and prophane. They will condemn themfelves, but
cannot injure you Sir, in the opinion of any good
man,

When our biefled Saviour appointed his difciples

to publith the glorious gofpel, he ordered them to
to all nations upon the face of the earth. We do not
know that Africans were excepted. All are called of
every nation and language, without refpe& of perfon
or colour.
- It is highly fatisfatory to me, that I have joined in
opinion with you upon fuch an important fubjed.
~ You have my full confent to ufc the letters fent you,
by making them publick or not, as you think proper.
. I fancy bad men have combined to fupprefs your
- Effay, Let me requeft you will fend me a copy thar
is complete; the one I had wanted the 3d. feﬁcm of
chapter 5th. owing to the binder's neglet.

-~



